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Digest:  

2704.2 - Revises the format of this section.

2704.33 - Retains authority to approve and execute special use authorizations as outlined in FSM 2704.32 (parent text).  

Retains Forest Supervisor delegation to process, approve and issue special use authorizations under the authority of the National Forest Ski Area Permit Act.  

Adds two new delegations to clarify Forest Supervisor ability to: 1) administer, amend, reissue, or terminate outstanding special use authorizations issued by the Regional Forester but which are now delegated to the Forest Supervisor; and 2) approve and issue permits for archaeological investigation authorization requests in accordance with direction provided in FSM 2360.4.

2704.34 – Retains Forest Supervisor ability to delegate to District Rangers authority to sign authorizations described in FSM 2704.34 (parent text).  Clarifies that delegations must be made in writing.  

2704 – RESPONSIBILITY
2704.3 – Delegation of Authority for Issuance and Approval of Special Uses Authorizations.
2704.32 – Regional Forester

1.  Inter-Forest Special-Use Authorizations.  

a. When a proposal to operate on more than one Forest is made, generally, only one permit should be issued and one billing made to cover all of the holder’s operation.

b. The forest first contacted should inform the Regional Forester and will normally process the proposal, making orderly referrals to other forests for their recommendations.  Such referrals can be as formal or informal, as the circumstances require.

c. In circumstances of state or region-wide activity, or when a forest does not have capacity for issuing responsibility, the Regional Forester shall designate in writing a lead forest to analyze the request and issue an authorization.

d. Each forest affected shall receive a copy of the proposal and have opportunity to provide review.


2. Modification of Special Use Clauses or Authorizations.  The Regional Forester and the Office of General Counsel will review or be consulted regarding the following permits and permit actions, prior to issuance:
Proposals to modify wording of any standard term or condition (standard clauses) or to modify any standard permit form.  
Proposals to use new or nonstandard clauses.  
Proposals to use a standard clause from a permit or the clause list (chapter 50) for a permit category not requiring that particular clause.
3.  Prospectus.  The Regional Forester is responsible for reviewing prospectuses, the evaluation panel, and process before issuance of authorizations by the Forest Supervisor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Permits for Archaeological Investigation.  The Regional Forester will review or be consulted regarding the following permit action, prior to issuance:
a.   When a Permit for Archaeological Investigation under the Archaeological Resource Protection Act (PL 96-95) of October 31, 1979, the Organic Act, or the Antiquities Act of 1906 are proposed, and the Forest lacks a professionally qualified Forest Heritage Program Leader.

2704.33 – Forest Supervisor
The Regional Forester has delegated the authority for Forest Supervisors to approve Communications Site Plans and it may not be re-delegated.

Forest Supervisors have the responsibility and authority to:
1. Approve and issue special-use authorizations outlined in FSM 2704.32 (parent text) as delegated by the Regional Forester. 
See FSM 2730 for additional information on Forest Supervisor responsibilities for approval, preparation and administration of road easements, road permits, and Letters of Consent for Federal-aid highways.
2. Approve special use authorizations granted under the authority of the National Forest Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 (see FSM 2721.6).
3. Administer all special use authorizations issued by the Regional Forester for uses which have subsequently been delegated to Forest Supervisors.  Forest Supervisors may amend, reissue, or revoke these authorizations.
4. Select sites, issue prospectuses and authorizations, and provide qualified Forest Officers to administer the authorization.
5. Approve and issue all permits for archaeological investigation (use codes 441, 442, and 443) other than those issued region-wide.  Forest Supervisors may re-delegate the other authority to approve and issue archaeological investigation permits (not to exceed 5-year term) to District Rangers in accordance with FSM 2360.4, exhibit 01.  Such delegations must be made in writing.
See FSM 2367.02 through 2367.18 and FSM 2724.4 through 2724.52 for additional information on archaeological investigation permits.
2704.34 – District Ranger

Forest Supervisors may redelegate to District Rangers the authority to issue special-use authorizations as described in FSM 2704.34 (parent text).  Such delegations must be made in writing.
2704.35 – Station Director

1. Experimental Forests and Ranges.  On National Forest System lands, the Station Director has sole authority to authorize special uses on those experimental forest and ranges administered by the Director.  Proposals will be screened using the criteria at 36 CFR 251.54.  The Director shall authorize only those special uses that contribute to a particular research program on the experimental forest and range in question.  See FSM 2704.35 and FSM 4062.64 for authority to issue special use permits.

2.  Research Natural Areas.  Requests for use of Research Natural Areas require a separate procedure.  Proposals to occupy for scientific and educational use should be screened using the criteria at 36 CFR 251.54 and approved by the Station Director before authorization action is taken.

Initial proposals shall be sent to the Station Director for consideration.  If the proposal is approved, the Station Director shall send the applicant (scientist) a letter of approval, noting conditions that must be observed, and directing the scientist to obtain an authorization from the Forest Supervisor.  The Station Director shall send a copy of the letter to the Forest Supervisor.

The scientist shall apply to the Station Director for an authorization using the form, “Application for Transportation and Utility Systems and Facilities on Federal Lands,” SF-299.  The Station Director shall analyze the proposal for any additional concerns and, if appropriate, issue a permit, routing copies to the Forest Supervisor and the Regional Forester.
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