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Digest:  

2409.11, 17 – Provides direction for determining taper in butt logs.  Adds clarification for scaling a single piece that contains two products with different product specifications.
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17 – LOG MEASUREMENTS
17.4 – Taper in Long Logs

17.43 – Taper in Butt Logs 

The taper in long logs which have the butt cut at one end of the log will be determined as follows:
· Logs with a scaling length of 21 through 40 feet:  Use R6-2400-28, “Taper Log Rule-Scribner Decimal C”.

· Logs with a scaling length at 41 plus feet:  Actual taper will be determined by measuring the diameter of both ends using procedures outlined in 17.3 – Log Diameters and computing total taper.  On butt logs, the butt diameter is measured by projecting the actual taper of the log through the flared butt area.
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Butt Diameter Measurement of Log

with Scaling Length of 41 Plus Feet.
17.5 – Measurements for Contract Specifications 

The timber sale contract establishes minimum piece specification for scaling products.  Some timber sale contracts list different minimum piece specifications for sawlog and non-sawlog products.  Minimum piece specifications are provided on the Scaler Information Form, R6-FS-2400-29.
Occasionally, logs are cut so that material in one product class is attached to material of another class, which may have a lower price.  That portion of the log, which meets or exceeds the contract minimums would be scaled and charged for in the appropriate product class.

First determine the length of the sawlog portion, as described in section 17.12.  The remaining portion is in the measured for non-sawlog specifications, as described in section 17.12.  Each product is recorded as a separate piece.  Any portion of the piece that does not meet minimum specifications for either product is substandard material and is not recorded.  Reference exhibits 1, 2, and 3 of this supplement.

Use the following minimum length and diameter specifications for all exhibits:
Scaler Information Form R6-FS-2400-29

	(8)                                       MINIMUM PIECE SPECIFICATIONS

	Product 

and Species
	Length

(feet)
	Diameter

(inches)
	Net % of Gross
	Merch

Factor

	All Species

Sawtimber
	8.0
	6.0
	33.3
	--

	All Species
Non-sawtimber
	12.0
	4.0
	50
	--


17.5 – Exhibit 01

One Piece – Two Products with Substandard Portion
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Assess piece for sawlog product specifications first.  Determine the length that meets sawlog minimum specifications, allowing for full trim.  Record in even 2-foot multiples.


Sawlog Product


Measure length =
8 feet 6 inches

Recorded length =
8 feet


Recorded large end diameter =
6 inches
Assess the remaining portion for non-sawlog product specifications.  Determine the length that meets non-sawlog minimum specifications, allowing for full trim.  Record in even 2-foot multiples as a separate piece.


Non-Sawlog Product


Measure length =
23 feet


Recorded length =
22 feet

Recorded small end diameter =
4 inches

Recorded large end diameter =
6 inches
Any portion not meeting either sawlog or non-sawlog product minimum specifications is substandard material and is not recorded.

17.5 – Exhibit 02

One Piece – One Product with Substandard Portion
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Assess piece for sawlog product specifications first.  Determine the length that meets sawlogs minimum specifications, allowing for full trim.  Record in even 2-foot multiples.


Sawlog Product


Measure length =
27 feet


Recorded length =
26 feet


Recorded small end diameter =
6 inches


Recorded large end diameter =
8 inches

The remaining portion does not meet non-sawlog product specifications for minimum length, therefore the remaining portion is substandard material and in not recorded.

17.5 – Exhibit 03
One Piece – Two Products
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Assess piece for sawlog product specifications first.  Determine the length that meets sawlog minimum specifications, allowing for full trim.  Record in even 2-foot multiples.


Sawlog Product


Measure length =
20 feet 6 inches


Recorded length =
20 feet


Recorded small end diameter=
6 inches

Assess the remaining portion for non-sawlog product specifications.  Determine the length that meets non-sawlog minimum specifications, allowing for full trim.  Record in even 2-foot multiples as a separate piece.


Non-Sawlog Product


Measure length =
15 feet 6 inches


Recorded length =
14 feet


Recorded small end diameter=
4 inches
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