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Digest:  

7730 - Updates codes and captions throughout the chapter to match parent text.
Provides direction for implementing Travel Management within Region 3.

Provides direction for determining and implementing "incidental commercial use" within Region 3.

7731.04b - Delegates authority to Forest Supervisors to determine commensurate share users and rates and to determine incidental commercial use.

7732.22 - Corrects an outdated Handbook reference.

7730.5 - Definitions.  

1.  Access Management.  That part of travel management which provides for: 

a.  the appropriate opportunity to approach and enter National Forest System lands, and 

b.  the reasonable use of other land and rights within the National Forest System.

2.  Allow.  All forms of travel may be used.

3.  Incidental Commercial Use.  Commercial use that does not require a permit.

4.  Prohibit.  All forms of travel, including administrative are excluded seasonally or annually, except for emergency.

5.  Restrict.  Some forms of travel may not be used seasonally or annually.

6.  Road Obliteration.  Restoring the road to resource production through physical or natural methods.

7.  Travel Management.  Integrated planning of and providing for movement of people and products to and through National Forest System lands.

8.  Travelway.  Any of a variety of passages on which travel takes place such as; roads, trails, trams, runways, areas, walks, paths, ramps, and docks.

9.  Travelway Management.  That part of travel management which focuses on the planning and administration of travel on National Forest System lands.

7731 - ROAD OPERATION.

7731.02 - Objective.  

Travel Management is an integral part of the Southwestern Region's Integrated Resource Management (IRM) process.  Travel management includes:

1.  The identification of every existing road (and trail) constructed for, or created by, human use;

2.  The determination of the appropriate management strategy for each existing road (and trail); and 

3.  The implementation of the decision on the ground.  

7731.03 - Policy.

1.  There are several mandatory requirements for implementation:

a.  Each and every existing road (and trail) will be field identified and inventoried in the Transportation Information System (TIS).

b.  Each and every existing road (and trail) will be graphically displayed on an administrative map, either the overlay system or in an automated mapping system, until obliterated.  Obliterated road data will remain as part of the permanent TIS database.  

c.  Each and every existing road (and trail) will have documented access management objectives pursuant to FLMP decisions and shall be available for public inspection.

7731.04 - Responsibility.

7731.04a. - Regional Forester. 

 It is the responsibility of the Regional Forester to:

1.  Keep the travel management process useful and current.

2.  Assess the travel management process on a periodic basis to keep the process current and appropriate to field needs.

7731.04b. - Forest Supervisor.  

It is the responsibility of the Forest Supervisor to:

1.  Ensure that each and every road (and trail) is identified, inventoried and included in the DG-TIS database and the primary base series maps.

2.  Ensure that travel management decisions are current.

3.  Implement the travel management decisions.

4.  Keep a current 5 year travel management action plan that describes the implementation decisions and the time frames for completion.  The plan will be available for public inspection.

5.  Install appropriate signing to adequately inform the using public.

6.  Provide current travel maps to users.

7.  Determine Forest direction for when users of Forest Development Roads are to share in road development and maintenance costs.

8.  Establish and implement Forest direction for transportation system facility closures or use restrictions related to incidental commercial use (FSH 7709.59, secs. 20.42 & 23.21).

7732.22 - Maintenance by Commercial Users.

In the parent text, it should be noted that the reference to "FSH 7709.15, Chapter 10" should be updated to "FSH 7709.59, Chapter 30".  FSH 7709.15 has been removed from the directive system.
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