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5711.1 - Special Activities.  

Special projects will be accomplished with Regional fire suppression contract aircraft to the maximum extent feasible.

When such aircraft are unavailable or additional aircraft are required, the most cost-effective, suitable, approved aircraft available shall be chosen.  In the event that several aircraft are available and costs are comparable, the following priority shall apply:

1.   Cooperating agencies' contract aircraft based within Region 3.

2.   Forest Service or other agency operated or contract aircraft from western Region bases.

3.   Aircraft under BPA's.

5712.1 - Pilot Qualifications. 

Forest Service Pilot Inspectors.  

Region 3 aviation officers are authorized inspectors of pilots.  Inspection authorization for specific individuals will be listed in the Region 3 Dispatcher's Mobilization Plan.

5712.2 - Pilot Approvals.  

Pilots of contract aircraft shall be inspected by qualified inspectors in accordance with the provisions of the appropriate contract.  Pilots of rental agreement light aircraft will be inspected annually between January and March; Forest Supervisors will make written requests for such inspections through the Regional Aviation Officer, Fire and Aviation Management, not later than December 15 of the preceding year.  Inspections requested after March 31 will be subject to inspector availability.

Pilots and light aircraft (FSM 5713.4) must be inspected and approved in accordance with the specifications and conditions contained in the Regional document entitled "Conditions for Hire for Pilots and Light Airplanes Operating under USFS Reconnaissance and Transport Rental Agreements," which is revised effective January 1 of each year.

5712.22 - Revocation of Approval.  

When an aircraft or pilot is suspended from flying for any reason, a telephone report of such suspension shall be made immediately to the Regional Aviation Officer.  Where suspension involves a contract (or rental agreement) aircraft or pilot, the appropriate contracting officer must also be notified.

5713.4 - Forest Service Aircraft Approvals.

Light rental agreement and contract aircraft will be inspected and approved according to the same procedures outlined for pilots (FSM 5712.2).

5713.6 - Air Carriers.  

All "third level" airlines, that is, scheduled commuters, operating in Region 3 are approved for use unless otherwise indicated; disapproval or restrictions on the use of a specific carrier will be communicated to the field via DG transmission followed by official letter.  The only exception to this blanket approval applies to carriers operating single engine aircraft; Forest Service personnel may not ride as passengers in such aircraft at night or in IFR conditions.

5716.1 - Flights Conducted Under Instrument Flight Rules. 

Single-pilot IFR operations are approved by the Regional Aviation Officer under the following conditions:

1.   For contract and rental agreement operations, single-pilot IFR must be specifically authorized in the operator's FAR Part 135 certificate and remain consistent with FSM 5713.2.

2.   For Forest Service-operated aircraft, the pilot must have a current 6-month instrument checkride given by the Regional Check Pilot.

3.   For all pilots, single-pilot IFR using autopilot in lieu of second in command must be authorized on the 6-month instrument checkride form.

5716.4 - People Other Than Government Employees in Forest Service Aircraft.  (FSH 6509.33)

1.   Classes of Passengers.  The following classes of persons other than Forest Service employees may be authorized as passengers in Forest Service aircraft if advantageous to the Forest Service:  

a.  Employees of other Federal or State agencies.

 b.  Contractors, cooperators, or their employees.

c.  Permittees, licensees, or their employees.  

d.  Members of official groups such as Congressional parties or State governor's parties, or foreign delegations.  

e.  Members of the Press and Communications Media.

2.   Authorization.  The following persons may authorize carriage of non-Forest Service passengers:

a.  The appropriate line officer may authorize carriage of all classes of non-Forest Service passengers in Forest Service owned, operated, or contracted aircraft.  "Appropriate line officer" means the officer to whom the benefiting unit ordering the flight is responsible, for example, the Regional Forester for all Regional functions, and Forest Supervisors for all Forest flights.  The appropriate Contracting Officer must additionally approve carriage of all classes of passengers listed above in aircraft contracted to the Forest Service if the language of the contract so requires.

b.  The Director of Fire and Aviation Management, or his designee, may authorize carriage of persons in classes a. and b. on routine administrative or training flights.  

c.  Incident Commanders on incidents in Region 3 may authorize carriage on flights relating to, and in the vicinity of, their incidents of all classes of passengers except item d.  

d.  The pilot in command of a Forest Service operated aircraft may carry any person as passenger in a bona fide emergency.  

Authorizations are required for all flights where non-Forest Service passengers are carried.  Except for item d above (emergency), authorizations are valid only when the travel is incidental to regular Forest Service travel on official business where no additional cost is incurred, or where passenger(s) are paying all or part of the cost through one of the mechanisms described in item 3 below.  When additional costs will be otherwise incurred, the travel  or transportation must be approved in accordance with FSH 6509.33, Agriculture Travel Regulations Handbook.

3.   Documentation.  Authorization may be verbal or written; verbal authorizations must be documented in writing on the flight plan for that mission.  Any carriage of persons under item 2.d. above must be documented on form FS-5700-14, Accident/Incident Report.  Acceptable written documentation includes:  

a.  Interagency use agreements.

b.  Specific agreements with government agencies, cooperators, or contractors.  

c.  Letters or memorandums from the appropriate authorizing official.  

d.  Appropriate contract language.  

4.   Scope.  The term "passengers" in this section means all persons who are not employees of the Forest Service, whether they are actual passengers, crew members, or observers.  


