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Digest:  

54.13 – Adds direction to use Form R3-FS-2400-120, “Collection Officer Register, Christmas Tree Program,” when issuing Christmas tree tags. 

53.51 – Division A/AT
Purchaser’s Operations Fire Suppression Liability for the 2400-3S/3T/3P and the Purchaser’s/Contractor’s Obligation per Operations Fire for the 2400-6(T) A14 (AT11) and the 2400-13(T) A.14 (AT.11) will be determined as follows:  
Average purchaser’s/contractor’s crew size times the semiskilled firefighter wage rate per 12 hour shift times two average days to control plus cost of equipment (i.e. skidder or cat) rounded to the nearest $100.
The minimum amount will be $1,500.

53.53 – Division C/CT
2.  Regional Special Provisions.  The Regional Forester develops, approves, and distributes Regional special provisions.  Each provision is dated (month and year) following the title to indicate when that provision was approved for use in the Region.

Regional special provisions provide contractual language needed to obtain environmental protection and to meet management objectives.

a.  CT6.4# - CONDUCT OF LOGGING.  (07/09)  CT6.4# shall be used in all contracts.  This provision is the vehicle by which the land management objectives, silvicultural prescriptions, and concerns for each sale are translated into prescribed harvesting methods and procedures necessary to meet the objectives.  The prescribed methods must be reasonable, practicable, and will be the least costly methods that meet the objectives and constraints.

Requirements included in contracts shall be only those necessary to manage and protect forest resources, and must be addressed in the environmental analysis and covered by appropiate decision document.  Limit the number of items listed to as few as necessary.  There shall be no deviation in the following wording, without advance approval by the Regional Forester.  The approved wording is listed in boldface typeset below:
(1)  All Payment Units (any method of skidding or yarding).

(a)  To assure timely completion of units for contracts with four or more payment units:

No more than three payment units shall be released for cutting at one time.  Before a fourth payment unit is released for entry, all contractual work must be completed and accepted in one of the three payment units previously released.
(b)  In situations where it is advisable or necessary to restrict operations to a single Payment Unit:

Purchaser's Operations in a Payment Unit shall be completed and accepted prior to entry into the next Payment Unit.

(c)  When it is appropriate or necessary to control the order in which Payment Units are     logged, use either or both statements as needed (add sequence of logging information to the prospectus):

The sequence of logging Payment Units shall be                                      (list Payment Unit numbers, dates, and so forth).  Operations on each Payment Unit shall be completed and accepted prior to entry into the next Payment Unit.
(d)  When whole tree skidding or yarding is required:

Whole trees shall be (skidded) (yarded) to landings.

(2)  Felling and Bucking.

(a)  To restrict residual stand damage:

Purchaser shall equip fallers with, and use as necessary, falling wedges and a driving tool capable of lifting the tree into the undercut made to direct the fall of the tree.

The skid trail pattern shall be approved by Forest Service in advance of felling and major trails, including go-back trails, shall be flagged on the ground in advance of felling.
Purchaser and Forest Service will agree on felling lead at the time of approval of skid trails/skyline corridors.
Trees shall be felled, insofar as safety permits, to angle in the direction of skidding.
A stage logging schedule will be agreed to in writing between the Purchaser and the Forest Service prior to the start of operations.

(b)  To require removal of Included Timber for Ips concerns:

Purchaser shall remove from National Forest administered lands products meeting utilization standards within 30 calendar days after felling of trees, unless written authorization to delay such removal is obtained from the Forest Service.

(3)  All Tractor Units.

(a) When it is necessary to protect soil, leave trees, or regeneration in tractor units:

Tractor skid roads will be located, approved, (and constructed) in advance of falling.

Skidding machines shall not be operated off designated skid trails, road, or landing without written approval.

Products shall be end-lined from where they lay to the skid trail, road or landing, by unspooling the winch line and manually pulling it to the location of the individual logs.  The logs shall then be winched, in the direction the log is oriented, to the skidding machine.

The maximum piece length for skidding of trees or logs is 50 feet.

(b) To reduce ground disturbance:

Logs shall be skidded with the leading end free of the ground.
(4)  Skidding in Partial Cuts.

(a) To restrict damage to residual stand:

The maximum overall width of tractors (rubber-tired and/or track-laying) shall be less than    __ feet.
Tractor skid roads shall be no less than    _    feet apart, except where converging.

(b) To restrict residual stand damage with designated skid roads; the number of rub trees needed will be determined on the ground and agreed to by Forest Service:

Trees designated for cutting and/or logs will be left as rub trees along skid trails/skyline corridors as needed to protect young growth and leave trees.
(c) To reduce residual stand damage where excessive downed material is present in partial cut units:

Bucking of windfalls and down material across skid road location is required in advance of construction.
(5)  Tractor Skidding on Sensitive Soils.
(a) To protect small regeneration in tractor units:

Tractor skidding is allowed only over _____ inches of settled snow or frozen ground.
(b) To protect sensitive soils in tractor units:

Prior to skidding operations, any snow on the approved skid road locations shall be removed or compacted to allow soil to freeze to a minimum depth of ____ inches.  Once the soil is frozen, skidding can commence and continue as long as the soil remains frozen to a minimum depth of ____ inches.
Skidding will be restricted to operating on slopes less than _____ percent.

Skidding may be designated on slopes up to ____ percent for distances not to exceed _____ feet.

Material adjacent to the perimeter of _____ percent slope areas may be end lined up to _____ feet beyond those areas.
(6) Mechanical Harvesters:

The log forwarder shall be all wheel drive, capable of self-loading and unloading, and have rear tires or track type tractive devices greater than 27 inches in overall width.  Log forwarders with GVW's greater than 15,000 pounds shall have a minimum of three (3) load bearing axles.  Stumps shall not be grubbed from forwarder strip roads except for portions requiring excavation for safety.  All excavation and any supplemental skidding of Included Timber shall be flagged and preapproved in writing prior to commencing such activity. 

Except for manually felled trees which exceed the harvester's capability, Included Timber shall be felled, limbed, bucked, and prebunched by a self-propelled mechanical harvester.  The harvester shall place unmerchantable tops and limbs evenly in the strip road as it proceeds.  Wherever residual trees require protection, strip roads shall not be more than 15 feet in width nor less than 50 feet apart.
Purchaser shall cut Included Timber and move it to designated skid trails using feller-buncher equipment, capable of severing, lowering and placing trees up to _____ inches diameter at stump height on the ground prior to skidding.  Such equipment must be capable of operating on slopes up to _____ percent
Log landings and transfer points shall be limited to existing roads and turnouts unless otherwise agreed to in writing. 
Notwithstanding above, hand felling using chainsaws may be required in or adjacent to sensitive areas to protect resources from unnecessary damage.

(7)  All Cable Units.

(a)  When rigging must be slung on residual trees:

When rigging is attached to residual trees, tree plates or similar protective devices shall be used, and removed when rigging is removed.
(8)  All Skyline Units.

(a) For all skyline yarding systems:

Except for lateral yarding, logs shall be yarded with the leading end free of the ground.
(b) To minimize damage to residual trees in skyline units:

The skyline logging system shall provide for lateral yarding distance up to ______ feet.  The carriage must maintain a fixed position on the skyline while lateral yarding.  During the lateral yarding phase, logs shall be yarded along a path which minimizes damage to residual trees.
(c) To minimize damage to residual trees in partial cut skyline units:

Skyline corridors shall be located on the ground and approved by the Forest Service in advance of felling.
(d) To minimize visual impact and damage to the residual stand in all skyline partial cuts:

Where topography will permit, skyline corridors shall be spaced not less than        feet apart nor more than        feet apart at the point of widest divergence within the cutting unit.
(e) In special situations where visual quality or other conditions require specific corridor location:

The location of all skyline corridors shall be approved by Forest Service in advance of felling trees in corridors or the adjacent timber.

(f) To prevent excessive corridor width in all skyline partial cuts:

Skyline corridors shall have only those trees cut that are necessary to allow the safe free passage of the carriage and turn of logs.  Width of skyline corridors shall be kept to a practicable minimum consistent with the related silvicultural prescription.
(g) To maintain intermediate support trees when future entries are planned and adequate trees are unavailable:

Notwithstanding other designations for cutting, all trees used to support multispan jacks shall be left uncut.
(h) Use in skyline units where known inadequate deflection exists over most of the unit or in specific locations such as ledges, rock outcrops, or similar localized ground undulations.  This should not be used for blanket protection for unknown occasional blind leads:

On settings that are not able to suspend the leading end of the log during inhaul, an intermediate support will be required.  The support must be sufficient to suspend the leading end of the turn as the carriage traverses the skyline.

(9)  Swings.

 
(a) When a skyline swing is required:

A skyline swing is required.  The skyline system used must be capable of keeping the leading end of the logs suspended above the ground during inhaul except for a distance of _____ feet from the tail tree.  The location of the swing corridor must be located on the ground and approved in advance of use.
(b)  On all sales where tractor swing is required:

A tractor swing is required.  The tractor must be capable of keeping the leading end of the log suspended above the ground.  The location of the swing tractor road must be located on the ground and approved in advance of use.

(10)  Special Treatment Areas.


(a)  In special situations, such as campgrounds or where constructed skid roads or trails are prohibited, and where equipment would damage or disturb the area: 

No skidding or yarding equipment is allowed to operate within the area.  Merchantable products shall be winched from outside the area.  Unmerchantable material meeting specifications in C(T)6.7 shall be removed and deposited at least  ______ feet outside the special treatment zone. 

54.13 - Use of Permit Form FS-2400-1 to Summarize Permits

4.  Region 3 Collection Officers shall use Form R3-FS-2400-120, “Collection Officer Register, Christmas Tree Program,” when issuing Christmas tree tags.  The completed form will be attached to Form FS-6500-75, Collection Officer’s Register.
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