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Amendment No.:  R2 2700-2018-1
Effective Date:   11/29/2017
Duration:  This amendment is effective until superseded or removed.
Approved:   Maribeth Gustafson – Deputy Regional Forester
Date Approved:   11/15/2017
Posting Instruction:  Amendments are numbered consecutively by title and calendar year.  Post by document; remove the entire document and replace it with this amendment.  Retain this transmittal as the first page(s) of this document.  The last amendment to this title was 2700-2015-1 to 2700.
 
Table 1: Record of Changes
	Summary of Changes
	Version or Amendment
	Number of Pages

	New Document
	2700
	4

	Superseded Document(s) by Issuance Number and Effective Date
	2700-2015-1
01/27/2015
	4



[bookmark: _Toc436653843]Digest:
2703.1 - Review of Proposed Use – Removes direction covered in parent text and outdated direction. 
2703.3 - Authorization of Use – Clarifies the correct instruments to use for authorizing special uses.
2704.22 - Forest Supervisor – Removes redundant direction covered in FSM 7400.
2704.3 - Changes name of Director to “Director of Lands or equivalent position” to include any future changes to regional director’s titles. 
2704.32 - Change to clarify authority of Director of Lands to act for the Regional Forester.
2704.33 - Forest Supervisor – Updated delegation for non-disturbing Region-wide permits issued to cultural resource contracting firms. Removed redundant information, updated delegations and clarified the administration of authorizations. 

 























2703.3 - Authorization of Use
FSM 1500 provides direction related to the use of agreements.  Agreements do not authorize cooperators to occupy National Forest System (NFS) lands or facilities.  The privilege of occupancy and use of NFS lands is allowed by a special use authorization.  

Only standard form authorizations can be used for authorizing the use and occupancy of NFS lands.  All non-standard authorizations require review and concurrence by the Office of General Council and the Washington Office. This review is coordinated through the Regional Forester. 

“Letters of authorization” shall not be used to authorize use and occupancy of National Forest System lands or facilities for any special use. 
2704.3 - Delegation of Authority for Issuance and Approval of Special Uses Authorizations
2704.32 - Regional Forester
Acting for the Regional Forester, the Director of Lands (or equivalent position, hereafter “Director”) has the authority to approve or issue the following: 
1. Water Conveyance System Easements issued under the Colorado Ditch Bill,    P.L. 99-545;
2. All easements issued under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act.
3. All easements issued under the Forest Road and Trail Act.
4. Communication site plans.
2704.33 - Forest Supervisor
A. Forest Supervisors have the responsibility and authority to issue and approve:
1. Approve and issue all special use authorizations as delegated in FSM 2704.32. 
2. All permits for terms longer than five-years, except as provided in FSM 2704.32-33.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Inter-forest and inter-district (between districts on adjoining forests) special-use authorizations.  This authority may be re-delegated to a lead forest or district following agreement between Forest Supervisors on a case-by-case or type-of-use basis.
4. All non-disturbing Permits for Archaeological Investigations issued under authority of the Organic Act of 1897 (16 U.S.C. 551) and the Antiquities Act of 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431).  Forest Supervisors may re-delegate the authority to approve and issue permits to District Rangers (FSM 2360.4 Exhibit 1).
The Regional Forester hereby delegates authority to the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland Forest Supervisor to issue Region-wide, non-disturbing permits to cultural resource contracting firms. 
B. Forest Supervisors have the responsibility and authority to:

1. Administer permits, term permits, leases and easements issued by the Regional Forester within their respective forests. 
2. Transfer standard form road or P.L.-945 (Ditch Bill) easements.  Transferees receiving road or Ditch Bill easements must sign an acceptance of easement form prior to transfer. Use exhibit 2 in R2 supplement FSH 2709.12 section 41.1. Transfer reciprocal easements only with Director review.
3. Amend communication site management plans.
4. Amend, revise or terminate those permits and term permits originally issued by the Regional Forester for uses that are now within the authority delegated to Forest Supervisors. 
C. The Regional Forester has determined certain National Forests have suitable lands staff expertise to delegate to those Forest’s Supervisors authority to approve, issue and transfer standard form road easements pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, where no reciprocal rights-of-way are involved.  This authority includes the termination of an easement on the occurrence of fixed or agreed-upon conditions, event, or time when the easement, by its terms, provides for such termination, or with the consent of the holder.  This authority may not be re-delegated.

This authority is delegated to the Forest Supervisors of the following National Forests:

1. Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grasslands
2. Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests
3. Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunderbasin National Grasslands
4. Pike - San Isabel National Forests and the Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands
5. White River National Forest 
2704.34 - District Ranger
Permits signed by District Rangers for longer than five years, except standardized authorizations (parent text, paragraph 2), are invalid and are not in full force and effect.  Such invalid permits must be countersigned or reissued by the Forest Supervisor to make them valid.  Do not substitute short-term (occupancy not to exceed five years) for long-term permits to circumvent the permitting process.  Check the Special Uses Authorization handbook for recommended maximum term lengths associated with each use.
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