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2393.4 - Adds Regional policy on approving items for sale and distribution.
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CHAPTER 2390 - INTERPRETIVE SERVICES

2390.2 - Objectives.

1.  Complete one visitor center and complete one scenic byway interpretive project each year (1990-1994).

2.  Locate interpretive services facilities (visitor centers, wayside exhibits, kiosks, etc.) to meet visitor needs and concentrations.

3.  Develop and manage District and Forest reception areas as mini-visitor centers.

4.  Establish a relationship between every Forest and an interpretive association.

5.  Establish a Forest Service regional association by 1994.

6.  Incorporate interpretive services as a multiple-use management tool to achieve agency objectives through visitor satisfaction.

2390.5 - Definitions.

Hard copy exhibit - see your directives coordinator.

2391 - INTERPRETIVE SERVICES PLANNING.

2391.04c - Regional Forester.  The Regional Forester shall:

1.  Organize and maintain a Regional Interpretive Services planning team to assist field units in interpretive planning and design.  The team shall consist of the Regional Interpretive Services Coordinator and Regional Illustrator/Designer, assisted as needed by two individuals preferably with experience in landscape architecture or marketing, nominated by Forest Supervisors.

2.  Coordinate the development of interpretive and information sites with Forest Supervisors and District Rangers.

3.  Incorporate Regional interpretive priorities into the Regional Guide.  Exhibit 1 contains draft Regional interpretive priorities.

2391.04d - Forest Supervisors.  Forest Supervisors shall:

1.  Incorporate interpretive plans/schedules into Forest Plans.

2.  Evaluate interpretive opportunities in natural resource analysis documentation.  Utilize resource projects as opportunities to interpret for management.

3.  Include Interpretive Services projects in annual budget process.  Include construction/reconstruction, O&M, displays, and exhibits in budget planning.

4. Provide for landscape architect and resource specialist participation when Regional Planning Team services are requested.

Exhibit 1

DRAFT REGIONAL INTERPRETIVE PRIORITIES

Regional Priorities:  These combine visitor needs, promising visitor concentrations, work already underway, and partnerships with other agencies.  They were developed with the assistance of Forests.  As a reflection of the best regional opportunities, adjustments in priority can be made for different rates of cooperation, progress, or additional funding combinations.

VISITOR CENTERS

Burgess Junction (Bighorn NF)

Wall Drug (Nebraska NF)

Maroon Valley (White River NF)

Poudre River (Arapaho & Roosevelt NF's)

Grassland/Santa Fe Trail (Pike & San Isabel NF's)

SCENIC BYWAY INTERPRETATION

Highways 14/16 (Bighorn NF)

San Juan Skyway (San Juan & GM, Unc & Gunn NF's)

Snowy Range Highway (Medicine Bow NF)

Beartooth Highway (Shoshone NF)

Spearfish Canyon Highway (Black Hills NF)

INTERPRETIVE SITE IMPROVEMENTS

Shell Falls (Bighorn NF)

Pactola (Black Hills NF)

Wilkerson Pass (Pike & San Isabel NF's)

Idaho Springs (Arapaho & Roosevelt NF's)

Vail Pass (White River NF)

Centennial (Medicine Bow NF)

Grand Mesa (GM, Unc & Gunn NF's)

Monarch Pass (Pike & San Isabel NF's)

Wapiti (Shoshone NF)

MINOR INTERPRETIVE SITES (KIOSKS, DISPLAYS, EXHIBITS)  and INTERPRETIVE SITES (Administrative)

Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota and Wyoming Welcome Centers

Sheridan (Bighorn NF)

Pike's Peak (Pike & San Isabel NF's)

Eagle (White River NF)

Summit Rest Area (Medicine Bow NF)

Ski Areas

Bessey Nursery (Nebraska NF)

Spring Creek Pass (Rio Grande NF)

Mt. Evans (Arapaho & Roosevelt NF's)

Steamboat Springs (Routt NF)

Norbeck Wildlife Preserve (Black Hills NF)

2392 - INTERPRETIVE SERVICES MANAGEMENT.  Work with local/state travel and tourism councils in promoting National Forest recreation within each state.

2392.3 - Personnel.  Forests and Districts with significant interpretive opportunities should budget and hire sufficient permanent or seasonal employees with interpretive skills to develop and maintain a consistent interpretive Services program.

2393 - INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT.

2393.02 - Objectives.  All Forests shall establish a relationship with an interpretive association to improve the ability to provide interpretive materials and services to visitors.  Relationships shall be completed through agreements consistent with 2393.4.

2393.04d - Regional Interpretive Association Coordinator.  Regional Interpretive Association Coordinator shall:

1.  Assist Forests with technical support for developing agreements and plans with interpretive associations.

2.  Review all new interpretive association agreements prior to signature by Regional Forester.

3.  Prepare an annual summary of interpretive association activities and accomplishments by May 15.

4.  Maintain a file with each association's agreement, operating plan, by laws, articles of incorporation, tax-exempt status, and other legal documents.

2393.04e - Forest Supervisors.  Forest Supervisors shall:

1.  Approve annual operating plans with interpretive associations.  This authority may not be redelegated.

2.  Approve interpretive and educational items purchased by the association for resale. (see 2393.4).

3.  Submit three copies of the annual interpretive association report (FS-2300-5), prepared by the association, to the Regional Interpretive Association Coordinator by April 15.

2393.04f - Forest Interpretive Association Coordinators.  Forest Interpretive Association Coordinators shall:

1.  Attend board meetings of the association on a regular basis.

2.  Review association annual reports prior to submission to the Regional Interpretive Association Coordinator.

3.  Maintain a file with each association's agreement, operating plan, bylaws, articles of incorporation, tax-exempt status, and other legal documents.  Provide copies of the file to the Regional Interpretive Association Coordinator.

4.  Administer the agreements, plans and program.

2393.1 - Agreements.  FSM 1509.11, sec. 92.1 shall be used for agreements between Forest Supervisors and associations.  Update agreements every five years.

2393.4 - Approving Items for Sale or Distribution.  Forest Supervisors approve sales items purchased by the association for resale.  However, the Regional Forester retains approval of association-produced publications, maps, audio- visual programs, and collateral materials.  Items offered for sale must meet the following criteria:

1.  The primary function is interpretive, educational, or informational.

2.  The items directly relate to the themes of the National Forest or area.

3.  Items do not violate the Antiquities Act of 1906, the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, the Alaska Historic Preservation Act of 1971, and the Endangered Species  Act of 1973.  (Reproductions are permanently marked to distinguish them from artifacts).

4.  The items are of high quality, are not illegal or hazardous, and do not give a trinket or souvenir shop appearance.

5.  There are not items that might offend a minority, ethnic, or religious group or could be considered in poor taste.

6.  Forest Supervisor has approved them for sale. 

