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Digest:  
5713.4  Addresses Multi-engine aircraft authorization.

5713.4 - Aircraft Approvals

1.  All aircraft utilized by the Forest Service must be capable of performing the tasks required and have an acceptable safety performance record prior to use.

2.  All fixed wing aircraft used in Alaska shall be equipped with floats.  Exceptions: Cordova, Yakutat, Kenai Peninsula, Interior Alaska, special projects approved by the Regional Aviation Officer and as stated in #4 below.
3.  All helicopters, except those approved for special projects by the Regional Aviation Officer, shall be equipped with either fixed floats or emergency flotation devices.  Exceptions:  Cordova, Kenai Peninsula, Interior Alaska, and special projects approved by the Regional Aviation Officer.

4. All multiengine aircraft, used in Alaska shall comply with FAR 135. 181 and or 183, which ever is higher. In addition the aircraft must be CAP Stone equipped and have FAA operations specifications authorizing the special CAP Stone en route low altitude charts and approach procedures for Southeast AK.
5713.43 - Military and Cooperator Aircraft

The use of Coast Guard helicopter and crews by Forest Service employees during the course of their official duties is approved.  The conditions which apply to Coast Guard aircraft use are as follows:

1.  All types of Coast Guard helicopters are approved for use.

2.  The Forest Aviation Officer will authorize all flights.

3.  The weather and forecast conditions will be at or above Forest Service minimums throughout the expected duration of the flight.

4.  Forest Service employees will follow Coast Guard safety procedures during flight operations and wear the required personal protective equipment, including an approved inflatable vest with survival kit included.

5716.3 - Policy

New employees shall be given training in the use of aircraft prior to flight and every year thereafter.  All employee aviation training, initial and recurrent, must be provided and documented at the Forest they are attached to.  The subjects that must be covered during their training are:

1.  Aviation Safety

2.  Aviation Policy

3.  Accidents and Incidents

4.  Surviving an accident

5.  Flight Operations

6.  Hazardous Materials

5716.31 - Personal Protective Equipment  

The following personal protection equipment (PPE) will be worn on all Forest Service flights with the exception of commercial carriers operating under Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 121, such as Alaska Airlines, Delta Airlines, and so forth:

1.  An inflatable flotation device contained in a high visibility, non-flammable (Nomex) survival vest, with a survival kit attached.

2.  Substantial footgear for all airplane flights.  Substantial footgear is defined as a rugged outdoor shoe, for example:  hiking shoes, work boots, rubber boots, and so forth.  Examples of unacceptable footwear are tennis shoes, street shoes, dress shoes, moccasins, and loafers.  All flights to non-fire field operations require leather boots with adequate protective ankle support and skid resistant soles, or rubber boots.

3.  In addition the following equipment will be worn on all helicopter flights: 

a.  Aviation protective helmet approved for use in rotorcraft by the manufacturer with a fastened chinstrap.

b.  Leather or Nomex gloves.

c.  NOMEX (or equivalent) hi-visibility orange, long-sleeved flight suit or nomex fire shirt and pants.  Undergarments should be natural fibers, or NOMEX material.  Synthetic materials should not be worn.

4.  Personal Flotation devices (PFD’s) and survival kits require periodic maintenance to ensure serviceability.  The following maintenance and inspection procedures shall be followed.

a.  As a minimum, each life vest shall be inspected by the Unit Aviation Officer, or a designee for wear, tear, abrasion, and general condition prior to the field season (May 15).  Regional Office, Aviation Management will conduct the tests and inspections for the Regional Office.

b.  Annually, each life vest will be inflated.  The vests must remain inflated for a minimum of 12 hours without requiring additional inflation.

c.  Those PFD’s which pass the required inspection shall be appropriately marked with the test date and initials of the person conducting the test or a record kept of the last inspection.

d.  All survival kits shall be inspected prior to the field season (May 15) for expiration dates on shelf-life, limited items.  Those items with expiration dates due before the next inspection shall be discarded and replaced with serviceable items.

5716.5 - Flight Plans and Flight Following

Each Forest/Unit will have facilities, methods, and procedures for flight following all aircraft in their geographical area of responsibility that are in use for the Forest Service.  All flights in use by the Forest Service will be flight followed by a qualified dispatcher (See R-10 Supplement to FSH 5709.16, chapter 10.)  When situations arise that preclude compliance with flight-following policy, the flight will not occur without an alternate means of flight following approved by the Unit Aviation Officer.

Region 10 qualified dispatcher’s and Unit Aviation Officer’s may assign flight-following duties to a qualified radio operator that has been trained and is familiar with the proper procedures for safe flight-following.  While assigned flight-following duties, the radio operator will report to the Unit Aviation Officer.  The radio operator’s only responsibilities will be aircraft flight-following, float-following, crew check-in’s, and implementation of the Emergency Action Plan while on duty as radio operator.  The aircraft ordering, canceling, billing, and other dispatcher responsibilities will only be accomplished by R-10 qualified aviation dispatchers.  See R-10 Supplement to FSH 5709.16, chapter 10, for radio operator qualifications.

R-10 Unit Aviation Officer’s will qualify unit radio operator’s by Letter of Designation with a term not to exceed 12-calendar months.  A copy of each radio operator Letter of Designation will be forwarded to the Regional Aviation Safety Manager upon designation.

_1019647627.doc
[image: image1.png]UAS







