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Digest: 

21.4 - The Alaska Region has developed butt log taper factors to be used when scaling, to provide consistency.

23 - Gross Scale.  A variance of 1.5 percent is justified unless conditions warrant an increase.  If an increase is warranted, document the rationale on 2400-40.
21.4 – Determining the Large End Diameter of Butt Logs

To facilitate butt log measurements and provide consistency, the Alaska Region has developed butt log taper factors to be used when scaling Sitka Spruce, Western and Mountain Hemlock, Alaska Yellow Cedar, and Western Red Cedar butt logs between 8 and 50 feet in length.  For butt logs over 50 feet follow the instructions in section 21.13 of this handbook.  Apply the following butt log taper factors as follows:

Species
dib small end

taper (in/ft.)

Sitka Spruce
<23
.145


>=23
.213

Hemlock
<17
.110


>=17
.147

Alaska Yellow Cedar
<=15
.132


>15
.178

Western Red Cedar
<=20
.194


>20
.258 

23 – Quality Control

Gross Scale.  A variance of 1.5 percent is justified unless conditions warrant an increase.  If an increase is warranted, document the rationale on 2400-40.
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