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61 Purpose
The Forest Service and Purchasers in Region 10 accept third party scale for the measurement of their products.  Provisions in timber sale contracts and signed scaling procedures provide for Forest Service check scaling of their scalers.  Forest Service check scales shall determine the accuracy and acceptability of third party scale.

62 Frequency
Check scaling frequencies for third party scalers are established as follows:

Check scale third party scalers every other month when they are scaling National Forest logs.

Scalers new to Alaska shall be check scaled at least once a month for the first two months.

Check scaling priority should be given to scalers who in the past have exceeded the allowable variance one or more times and where high value species are being scaled.

63 Procedure

The Regional Measurements Specialist or the Forest Measurements Specialist will conduct check scales.  Check scales will consist of a minimum of 200 logs or 50 MBF.  The check scale will be done under a method of log presentation and conditions similar to the original scale. 

Remote check scales shall be conducted whenever possible, with a goal of having 50 percent of the logs or volume in a check scale done on a remote basis.  Remote and non-remote loads may be combined and upon comparison may indicate tendencies in a scaler’s work.

Check scales shall be evaluated as follows:

1.  Satisfactory.  All volume elements of the report are within allowable variances.  Log count and species identification are satisfactory to the check scaler.  Defect deduction methods and application are in accordance with the National Forest Log Scaling Handbook 2409.11 as amended and supplemented.

2.  Conditional.  The net scale variance is within the allowable variance, however one or more of the other check scale elements are out of limits unless otherwise justified.

3.  Unsatisfactory.  The net scale variance does not meet the allowable variance and/or due to other causes that may include but not be limited to miss-application of the scaling rules as stated in V.A., large compensating errors in log diameters, lengths or defect, and differences in species identification.

When a check scale meets conditional standards, the Forest Service will discuss the scaling deficiencies with the third party scaling organization management and corrective follow-up action by the organization may be required to insure that the scaler is meeting satisfactory standards.  The purchaser’s representative may also be notified.

When a check scale is unsatisfactory, the TPSO will be promptly notified and followed up with written confirmation.  The Forest Service may conduct a second check scale on the scaler prior to notification.  Unless a longer time is requested by the Forest Service the TPSO will take corrective action within five working days from the original notification before a follow-up check scale is started by the Forest Service at or from the same scaling location on similar type logs. 

If after notification the TPSO elects to move a scaler requiring a follow-up check scale by the Forest Service, prior to Forest Service completing the follow-up, the Forest Service may decertify the scaler from scaling all National Forest logs.

64 Standards
Allowable variances for scaling accuracy (net scale) are located in FSH 2409.11, National Forest Log Scaling Handbook and the scaling procedures for third party scaling organizations.  The allowance for gross scale variance in Region 10 is + or – 2 percent.

65 Records and Reports
Copies of check scale summary reports will be distributed as follows:

1.  One copy to the TPSO.

2.  One Copy to the Contracting Officer.

3.  One copy to the Ranger District where the logs originated.

4.  One copy to the Regional Measurements Specialist.

