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Digest: 

This supplement includes minor editorial and format changes throughout the chapter.

2701.1 - Adds the Idaho Wilderness Water Resources Protection Act to the list of Statutory Authorities.

2703 – Removes section on “Denial of Use” because it is now covered in parent text.

2704.32 – Clarifies that the Director of Recreation, Minerals, Lands, Heritage, and Wilderness (RMLHW) may sign multi-regional special use authorizations for the Regional Forester.  

As suggested by the Director of Engineering, the delegation to the Director of Engineering to sign “for” the Regional Forester for authorizing regional facilities was removed and deferred to the Director of RMLHW.

2704.33 (1) – Removes items about Regional Forester review. 

2704.33 (2) – Added item “d” addressing the need for Regional Office (RO) Engineering approval for uses that involve transportation structures and bridges.

2704.33 (3) – Updated to enable units to establish a lead Forest or Grassland authorized officer for all special uses (not just recreation special uses as it was previously).  The RO will be included in the inter-Forest communication, as opposed to units getting RO permission as it was in the past.  This should lead to more efficient processing of inter-Forest/Grassland applications.  






























2701 – AUTHORITY

2701.1 Current Statutory Authorities
25.  The Idaho Wilderness Water Resources Protection Act of July 25, 2014 (Pub.L. 113-136).  This act provides authority to authorize the continued use of certain water diversions located within the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness and portions of the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness in the State of Idaho, subject to specified qualifying criteria and limitations.
2704 – Responsibility
2704.32 – Regional Forester

The Director of Recreation, Minerals, Lands, Heritage, and Wilderness (RMLHW) is delegated the authority to sign special use authorizations “for” the Regional Forester (over the Regional Forester’s name and title) and assume the role of the authorized officer in cases where authority has not been delegated to Forest or Grassland Supervisors (FSM 2704.33).  The Director of RMLHW may sign “for” the Regional Forester on multi-regional uses or delegations to authorized officers outside of the Northern Region for multi-regional uses.  See parent text FSM 2704.32 and FSM 2770.4 for actions reserved to the Regional Forester.  See FSM 2323.04 for reservations and delegations of authority regarding uses in wilderness.
2704.33 – Forest or Grassland Supervisor

Forest and Grassland Supervisors are delegated the authority to issue and administer special use authorizations (except those specifically reserved to the Chief or Regional Forester in parent text FSM 2704.31, FSM 2704.32, and FSM 2770.4), subject to preapproval reviews required in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this section.  Forest and Grassland Supervisors may redelegate to District Rangers authority for certain authorizations as provided in parent text FSM 2704.34.  See Regional Supplements to FSM 2730 for delegation of authority to issue road easements.  See FSM 2323.04 for reservations and delegations of authority regarding uses in wilderness.  See FSM 2770.4, paragraph 4, for limitation to delegation of authority for hydroelectric authorizations.
1.  Engineering Review.  Prior to approval of any special use authorizations involving the following types of facilities, or approval of any amendments that would affect the engineering or structural aspects of such authorizations, Forest and Grassland Supervisors shall submit relevant engineering data to the Director of Engineering for review:
a.  Dams (FSM 7500).
b.  Hydroelectric facilities (FSM 2771).
c.  Public-use buildings and facilities (FSM 7313; FSH 7309.11, chapter 50)
d. Transportation structures and bridges (FSH 7709.56; 7709.56b)
2.  Inter-Forest Authorizations.  Forest and Grassland Supervisors are delegated the authority to issue inter-Forest special use permits, provided there is written agreement among the involved Forests or Grassland consenting to the lead Forest or Grassland responsibilities.  The Regional Office Lands or Recreation Special Use Program Manager shall be copied in on the final agreement/communications.  In the rare case where a lead unit is not easily identifiable or there is not agreement between units, the Regional Office Lands or Recreation Special Use Program Manager will intervene.
3.  Changed Delegations.  Forest and Grassland Supervisors shall administer all outstanding special use authorizations originally issued by the Regional Forester but now delegated to Forest or Grassland Supervisor authority.  Forest and Grassland Supervisors may reissue, renew, and amend these authorizations following current direction, including the responsibility for all NEPA requirements.
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