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87 – sales of special forest products
Permits issued will be valid on a Forest-wide basis on National Forest System Lands only, or smaller geographic area as specified on the permit.  This supplement provides valuation and harvesting procedures for the following products:

1. Conifer Boughs

2. Christmas Trees

3. Birch Bark

4. Firewood

5. Maple Sap

6. Cones

7. Princess Pine

8. Sheet Moss

9. Tree Seedlings
10. Diamond Willow. 

Products Not Addressed In This Supplement:

1. Minerals

2. Animals
3. Animal parts
4. Rocks

5. Water
6. Soil

Miscellaneous Products Allowed On A Case By Case Basis
Requests for products that are not prohibited and are not included in this supplement may be permitted on a case by case basis.  Examples include:  tepee, fence posts, burls, artist conks, and large quantities of seed.  For cedar posts, the Permittee must specify the area he/she wants to harvest in, and receive Line Officer approval for that area.  Usually dead cedar trees only will be approved for harvest.  The type of product must be designated in the remarks section of the permit.  

Small Amounts of Minor Products for Personal Use
A free use permit for the gathering of small amounts of minor products for personal use such as cones, seeds, mushrooms or other fungi, berries or acorns is not required.  (FSH 2409.18 Section 87.51a).
87.2 Reserved Treaty Rights

This entire supplement does not apply to reserved treaty gathering rights specified under the 1999 Memorandum of Understanding regarding Tribal-USDA Forest Service Relations on National Forest Lands within the Territories Ceded in Treaties of 1836, 1837, and 1842.  Gathering by Tribal members is authorized and administered by Tribal authorities.
87.3 - Valuation of Special Forest Products

2. Standard Rates
1. Conifer boughs – Product rate $30.00.  Minimum requirement is 2 tons.  ($60.00 per permit)

2. Christmas Trees – Product rate is $5.00 per tree 
3. Birch Bark – Product rate is $.50 per piece with a minimum of 40 pieces.  Minimum fee for permit is $20.00

4. Firewood – Product rate is $5.00 per ccf with a minimum of 4ccf.  Minimum fee for permit is $20.00

5. Maple Sap – Product rage is $.40 per tap with a minimum of 50 taps.  Minimum fee for permit is $20.00

6. Cones – Product rate is $1.00 per bushel for unopened cones and $.50 per bushel for opened cones.  Minimum fee for permit is $20.00

7. Princess Pine – Product rate is $.10 per pound with a minimum of 300 pounds.  Minimum fee for permit is $30.00

8. Sheet Moss – Product rate is $.10 per pound.  Minimum fee for permit is $20.00

9. Tree Seedlings – Free use/personal use only

10. Diamond Willow – Product rate is $1.00 per stick.  Minimum fee for permit is $20.00

87.5 - Control of Harvesting Activities

· Forest products obtained under "Free Use" are for personal use only and cannot be sold or exchanged (36 CFR 261.6 (f) ). 

· Free Use Timber – Up to $20.00 in value to an individual in any one year (36 CFR 223.8).

· Free use of special forest products is covered under FSM 2462 and FSH 2409.18, Section 82-82.4, including any Regional or Forest Supplements.

· Permit must be in the permittee's possession while harvesting and transporting products.

· Permit is nontransferable.

· Gathering miscellaneous forest products is intended for individuals and immediate family  members unless stated otherwise in permit conditions.
· Timber sale purchasers do not have the contractual right to remove miscellaneous forest products not specified in their timber sale contract, nor do they have the authority to grant permission to others to remove such material from non-included timber within their sale area boundary.
· Permit and activities hereunder are subject to all applicable Federal statutes and regulations, and State and local laws.

· No motorized vehicles, except for ATVs in areas not under a closure order, are allowed off existing roads that are open to the public, unless otherwise specified within the permit.  Permittee parking shall not block traffic.

· Permittee shall remove all trash and litter resulting from permittee's activities.  Concurrent with forest product removal activities, unused vegetative material shall be removed from roads and ditches.

· Permittee shall prevent and suppress forest fires; dispose of slash resulting from permittee's activities; pay the United States for any unnecessary damage resulting from Permittee's activities; repair all damage to roads, trails, fences, ditches, and telephone lines resulting from Permittee's activities under this permit.

· The Forest Service reserves the right to unilaterally revoke the permit for Permittee's noncompliance with its terms and conditions or in the public's interest.

· The permit will terminate on the date indicated regardless of whether forest products are removed.

· None of the terms or conditions of the permit may be varied or modified except for unilateral modifications by the Forest Officer that signed the permit, the Forest Officer's successor, or superior officer. 

· Sale is final and all payments are not subject to refund. 

· For all fee products except Christmas trees, a minimum fee of $20 will be charged. 
1. Conifer boughs - Conifer boughs may be issued as a free permit (personal use) or as a charge permit (commercial use).  The following guidelines apply to the permits.
Product removal record must be completed each day in ink by permittee before leaving the permit area.   Date entry must be completed before harvesting begins and amount must be completed before leaving the permit area. 

No live trees may be felled to harvest boughs.   Only balsam fir and spruce may be harvested.

Harvest boughs from trees that are greater than seven feet tall.  Only branches from the lower half of the tree may be removed.   Leave ⅓  to ½ of each branch in order to encourage regrowth.  

Boughs are to be removed from the tree with a sharp cutting tool rather than breaking the stems. 

Harvesting of boughs is prohibited in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites, Research Natural Areas, Wild and Scenic River Corridors (corridors equal ¼ mile from the river banks), and within 50 feet of the cleared area of a two lane gravel or paved road or designated hiking/ski trail.  
Free Use 

Permittee is limited to 30 pounds of boughs per year. 
Commercial Use

Length of permit is limited to 3 weeks/2 tons.
2. Christmas trees -  A permit is required for the removal of any live tree(s) for personal  use.  Christmas trees may be issued free use to non-profit organizations for non-commercial use. 

There are no restrictions on the number of permits/tags to be issued to any one person.  
Only one tree may be harvested per tag.  Each tree must be tagged prior to transport.

Harvesters should not cut a large tree simply for the top.  The maximum height of trees allowed for cutting will be twenty-five (25) feet, unless otherwise specified on the permit.
Do not harvest a tree from a plantation.  

No trees shall be harvested in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites and Research Natural Areas.  In addition, cutting of any tree within 100 feet of a lake or pond is prohibited.  
Any slash from the cutting should be removed from the cleared portion of roads or trails.  All stumps must be cut as close to the ground as possible, at least within 6 inches of the ground.
3. Birch bark  (Paper or White) – This product is issued as a charge permit.
The collection of birch bark will be restricted to downed trees.  

No birch bark shall be gathered from active timber sale areas without prior specific written permission from the timber sale purchaser.

Unit equals a piece with a maximum length of 48”, no restriction on the width of the piece.

No bark shall be harvested in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites, and Research Natural Areas.
4. Firewood - A permit is needed for gathering firewood, except firewood gathered in association with fee camping or dispersed camping.  Any firewood gathered with a paid permit  may be sold or used for personal use. 

No hauling of firewood products from March 15 to May 15.

All firewood products cut must be no longer than six feet (72”) in length.

Trees marked with paint, tags, or signs may not be cut.  

No firewood may be cut within 200 feet of ponds, lakes, streams or rivers.

No live trees may be cut.  Only downed trees may be harvested, except standing dead trees may be cut within 100 feet of open roads, if they are less than 15” diameter at breast height (dbh).
The use of tractors, rubber-tired skidders, and similar vehicles is not allowed.  On timber sales where the purchaser gives permission in writing these vehicles are allowed.  ATV use is allowed providing all current Forest and State rules and regulations are adhered to.
No firewood shall be gathered from active timber sale areas without prior specific written permission from the timber sale purchaser.

Gathering of firewood is prohibited in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative sites, Developed Recreation Sites, and Research Natural Areas.

Free Use /Personal use 

Permittee is limited to $20.00 (4 CCF) of free use firewood per year.  Free use permits will continue to be issued through 12/31/04.
Commercial Use/Personal Use
Any firewood gathered with a paid permit may be sold or used for personal use.

There is a 4 CCF minimum.  All firewood permits will be charge permits beginning 1/1/2005.
5. Maple sap  - A charge permit is allowed for up to 50 taps for personal use only.

Use other than taps (leaving equipment in woods, sap storage, etc.) requires a special use permit approved by a Line Officer.

Under a special use permit, a management plan for the sugar bush must be approved by the Forest Service.  This plan covers the size of the sugar bush and expansion areas, use and building of roads, temporary structures, management of the composition of the stand, and related activities.  
No paraformaldehyde or other disinfectants may be placed in the tree.

Guideline For Number Of Taps Per Tree (where spile = 7/16 inch)
	Tree Diameter (inches)
	Tree Circumference (inches)
	Number of taps

	10-17 inches
	31-53 inches
	1

	18-24
	57-75
	2

	25+
	79
	3


6. Cones  -  This product is issued as a charge permit.  

No felling or pruning of trees in order to harvest cones.  Climbing equipment that would puncture the tree bark is prohibited.

Unopened cones are limited to no more than 25 bushels.  No limit on the amount gathered for open cones.

No cones shall be harvested in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites, and Research Natural Areas.

7. Princess pine - This product  may be issued as a free permit (personal use) or as a charge permit (commercial use).  The following guidelines apply to the permit.

Only Lycopodium obscurum, Lycopodium dendroideum, or Lycopodium hickeyi can be collected.  Permittee must be able to identify these species.

Princess pine plants must be harvested by cutting or severing the vertical "off shoots" only. The “off shoot” refers to the vertical green part that may be removed all the way down to the runner. Pulling up the runners is prohibited and is likely to kill the entire plant.  
No more than 1/3 of the plants in a patch may be harvested.  
Product removal record must be completed each day in ink by Permittee before leaving permit area.  Date entry must be completed before harvesting begins and amount must be completed before leaving the permit area.

No princess pine shall be harvested in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites, and Research Natural Areas.

Free Use 
Permittee is limited to 5 pounds per year.  Products are for personal use only.

Commercial Use
Permittee is limited to 300 lbs per year.
8. Sheet moss - This product  may be issued as a free permit (personal use) or as a charge permit (commercial use).  The following guidelines apply to the permit.

Only these mosses may be collected:  Callicladium haldanianum, Brachythecium species.  Permittee must be able to identify these mosses.  Other moss species included incidentally in the sheet may not total more than 5% of the sheet.
No moss shall be harvested in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites, and Research Natural Areas; within 100 feet of a stream, lake, or wetland; within a wetland; or within 100 feet of a designated hiking trail.
No more than ⅓ of the sheet moss in a patch on a tree trunk, the forest floor, or growing on a log or rock may be harvested.  

Permittee must divulge where he/she intends to harvest prior to permit being issued.  Harvest may be restricted to certain geographic areas to be specified at the time the permit is issued.  Commericial permits must be applied for at the Ironwood Supervisor’s Office only.
The permittee must complete product removal record in ink each day before leaving the permit area.  
Free Use 
Permittee is limited to 5 pounds per year.  Products are for personal use only.

Commercial Use
Permittee is limited to 300 lbs per year.  
9. Tree seedlings
Free Use /Personal use only
If gathered within forested areas maximum allowable amount per year is 10, no taller than 4 feet.  No cedar, hemlock, white pine or oak may be gathered. 

If gathered within existing rights-of-way along open roads, there is no restriction on species or amount.
No seedlings shall be harvested in plantations, Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites, and Research Natural Areas.
10. Diamond willow - This product  may be issued as a free permit (personal use) or as a charge permit (commercial use).  The following guidelines apply to the permit.
Diamond willow harvest is for walking sticks, drum sticks, or crafts.
Satiny willow (Salix pellita) must not be harvested.  This species has silky-hairy leaf undersides, and the leaf margins are rolled under.  It is a Regional Forester’s Sensitive Species and a Michigan Special Concern plant.
Cutting of any tree/shrub within 50 feet of a lake or pond is prohibited.

Harvest one stick per willow plant.  

No diamond willow shall be harvested in Designated Wilderness, Forest Service Administrative Sites, Developed Recreation Sites and Research Natural Areas.
Free Use 
Permittee is limited to 5 sticks per year.  Products are for personal use only.
Commercial Use
Permittee is limited to 25 sticks per year.   
11. Landscaping Transplants 
Free Use /Personal use only -
Permits are issued on a case by case basis in consultation with the Forest Botanist.  See the following list for allowed species:
Actaea pachypoda


white baneberry


Actaea rubra



red baneberry


Adiantum pedatum


maidenhair fern


Allium tricoccum


wild leek


Anaphalis margaritacea

pearly everlasting


Anemone quinquefolia

windflower

Arisaema triphyllum


Jack-in-the-pulpit


Aster spp.



aster species

Athyrium filix-femina


lady fern


Deparia acrostichoides

silvery glade fern


Chrysanthemum leucanthemum
ox-eye daisy


Claytonia caroliniana


spring beauty


Clintonia borealis


blue-bead lily


Daucus carota



Queen Anne's lace


Dentaria laciniata


cut-leaf toothwort


Dryopteris intermedia


intermediate wood fern


Epilobium angustifolium

fireweed


Erythronium americanum

American trout lily


Eupatorium maculatum

Joe-Pye weed


Eupatorium perfoliatum

boneset


Hystrix patula



bottlebrush grass


Impatiens capensis


jewelweed


Lupinus spp.



lupine species


Maianthemum canadense

false lily-of-the-valley


Matteuccia struthiopteris

ostrich fern


Onoclea sensibilis


sensitive fern


Osmunda cinnamomea

cinnamon fern


Osmunda claytoniana


interrupted fern


Pteridium aquilinum


bracken fern


Rudbeckia hirta


black-eyed Susan



Smilacina racemosa


false Solomon’s seal

Solidago canadensis


Canada goldenrod


Typha latifolia



broadleaf cattail


Uvularia grandiflora


large-flowered bellwort

Verbena hastata


blue vervain


Viola cucullata


marsh blue violet


Viola macloskeyi


small white violet


Viola pubescens


downy yellow violet


Viola renifolia



white violet


Waldsteinia fragariodes

barren strawberry

Plant Voucher Collection:
Free Use /Personal use only  
Permits are issued on a case by case basis in consultation with the Forest Botanist.
Small Commercial Sale:
Not a special forest product.  See direction in FSH 2409.18 Sec 53.2.
Products Prohibited From Harvesting:
Bioprospecting (intensive collecting of plant samples for pharmaceutical testing)
American Ginseng (Panax quinquefolius)

Trailing arbutus (Epigaea repens)
Climbing bittersweet (Celastrus scandens)

Michigan holly (Ilex and Nemopanthus species)
Trilliums (Trillium spp.)

Gentians (Gentiana spp., Halenia deflexa)

Water lilies (Nymphaea, Nuphar spp.)

Native orchids (Cypripedium, Calypso, Arethusa, Pogonia, Habenaria, Platanthera, Orchis, Corallorhiza, Listera, Liparis, Spiranthes, Calopogon, Malaxis, Goodyera spp.)

Moonwort ferns and grapeferns (Botrychium spp.)

Pipsissewa/Prince’s Pine (Chimaphila umbellata)

Pitcher plant (Sarracenia purpurea)

Sundew (Drosera spp.)

Indian pipe, pinesap (Monotropa spp.)

Any Regional Forester’s Sensitive or State of Michigan Threatened, Endangered and Special Concern Plants (list available on request from Forest Botanist).
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