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Digest: Updates interim wilderness fire management direction for fire suppression.  Reissuing Supplement No. 2300-99-1 as 2300-2002-1.

2324.2 – Fire Management Activities.

]

Using the guiding principle of Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics (MIST) the following direction will be applied to fire suppression activities in wilderness.

Fire Suppression Guidelines.

1. water drops from external helibuckets are preferred over chemical fire retardant.  Select the water source to minimize the effects on the environment and visitor use

2. .Air tanker drops with short term retardant are acceptable.  Retardant is to be kept out of streams, lakes, and wet meadows

3. Locate firelines to take advantage of natural barriers, rock outcroppings, trails, and edges of riparian areas.

4. Firelines should be no wider than necessary to stop fire spread.  Always consider cold trailing in lieu of physically constructing firelines.

5. Limbing along the firelines will be done only as necessary for suppression efforts or for firefighter safety.

6. Unburned material may be left within the final line.  All such material should be felt/tested with bare hands to assure no sparks or glowing embers remain.  Use of IR equipment is encouraged to help detect any heat.

7. Clearing and scraping shall be kept to a minimum.  Spading and burning of material will be done only when necessary.

8. Burning snags or trees will be felled only when they are a definite threat to fire containment or to the safety of fire fighters.  Let them burn down naturally if possible.

9. Down trees within the proposed fireline will be rolled out of their beds.  If rolling out is not possible and if a fireline can reasonably be constructed around it, let the down tree burn.

10. Spot fires will be flagged and/or signed from the main fire.

11. A fire in a wilderness area escaping initial attack shall have a resource advisor assigned to the fire.  Mt Hood Dispatch will co-ordinate the assignment of the resource advisor with the responsible District Ranger.

12. A flagged line from the fire to the nearest road or trail will be left for checking purposes.  This line will be removed by the person declaring the fire out.

13. All traces of fire equipment and debris will be removed from the wilderness.

14. Before leaving the fire, rehabilitation measures will begin, i.e., filling in cup treaches and firelines.

15. Every effort should be made to leave the fire area in as near a natural condition as possible.

16. During fire demobilization, all activities will be consistent with wilderness objectives or as other emergency situations dictate.
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