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Revises Forest Policy for special uses management
J. D. MacWILLIAMS
TITLE 2700 - SPECIAL USE MANAGEMENT
The Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest policy regarding the administration of special uses is to 1) provide opportunities for public uses through Special uses Authorizations (SUA's), (2) assure appropriate attention and proper administration to special use permits currently authorized, 3) transfer to the fullest extent possible the burden of work and costs of accepting and administering new SUA's to the proponent, and 4) transfer to the fullest extent possible the burden of work and costs of processing and implementing new projects on existing special use permits to the permittee.
Current administrative workload in SUA's exceeds our capacity to do this work.  We have found that we are not able to complete this work in a timely manner and/or the work is not being done to acceptable standards.  It is our intent to clarify the work responsibilities of the special use proponent and Forest Service with the least impact to the public service benefits or out special uses program.  The responsibility to review and approve SUA's remains with the Forest Service and cannot be redelegated.
1.  The Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie policy as it effects prospective applicants of SUA's or permittees currently holding a special use permit is as follows:

A.  Application Acceptance Periods

Applications for new SUA's or for modifications (expansion, replacement improvements, etc.) of existing SUA's will be accepted each year no later than October 1.

B.  Prioritization of Applications

Applications shall be prioritized on a "first come-first serve" basis up to the limit of workload capacity determined at each Ranger District according to the following categories.

Priority I - Proposed modifications to existing permits accompanied with an agreement by the proponent to perform the required work necessary to lead to a decision upon the proposal.

Priority II - New applications accompanied with a commitment by the applicant to perform the required work necessary to lead to a decision upon the proposal.

Priority III - Proposed modifications to existing permits accompanied with a commitment to enter a collection agreement which provides funds to the Forest Service in advance for required work to be performed by the Agency.

Priority IV - New application accompanied with a commitment to enter a collection agreement.

C.  Excess Workload

Applications received in excess of workload limit, or received after the due date, shall be processed only after the workload in Priorities I-IV above has been completed.  Proponents whos applications will be deferred shall be notified within 30 days following the due date of October 1.

D.  Prior Year Application

Commitments established in previous fiscal year/s shall be processed before new applications or modification proposals received in current fiscal year.

E.  Program Adjustments

The Forest Supervisor may process applications for new SUA's or modifications received after October 1 provided all the following conditions are met:

1)  The proposed permit is needed for public health or safety, provides a large return to the United States, or is needed to support approved program objectives on adjacent public lands;

2)  The permittee agrees to perform as much of the work as possible and to enter a collection agreement to cover our costs;

3)  The Forest has the person hours available to complete the agreed work.

F.  Collection Agreements (Ref. FSM 1580 and FSH 1509.11 Chapter 70)

1)  Collection agreements will not be executed until the appropriate SUA has been executed by the proponent.  Note that in virtually all cases this "initial" SUA will be a study permit.  Following completion of the work items listed in the collection agreement, the authorized officer would decide whether to issue the "final" SUA (i.e. the permit for the proposed use.)

2)  District Rangers will evaluate the need for a collection agreement upon receipt of the SUA application,  In the event an agreement is needed Rangers will forward their recommendation along with the draft collection agreement to the So for review.  The collection agreement and SUA will then be send to the applicant by the Ranger District for signature and payment.  Rangers will direct the proponent to submit these documents to the SO for execution by the Forest Supervisor.  The SO will transmit executed copies to the Ranger District for distribution to the applicant.  Subsequent accounting and billings will be made from the Ranger Districts.
II.  Authority

A.  Delegation of authority for SUA's is in MBS Supplement 2710.44.

B.  District Rangers are authorized to defer applications for SUA's which they have the authority to sign.
III.  Allocations of Funds

A.  Funds shall be allocated to Ranger Districts for administration of existing SUA's based upon FLUR data.
IV.  Terms for SUA's are established as follows:

Category
Terms (years)

I- short-term, non-ground disturbing activities.
1

II- hydroelectric study permits
3

III- short term uses which authorize the installation


of temporary structures or features with a value

less than $500.00
5

IV- long term uses which authorize construction or

retention of permanent improvements with a value

less than $1,000,000.00.
20

V- same a IV with value of improvements greater than

$1,000,000.00.
30

VI- permits for operation and/or construction of licensed

or exempted hydroelectric projects (See FSM 2770)
Term of



license
