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Digest:

2704.34 – Establishes and defines District Ranger delegation of authority for issuance and approval of special uses authorizations.  Establishes responsibilities of Forest Supervisor’s Office and Ranger District Office personnel in the issuance and administration of special uses authorizations.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Forest Supervisor delegates to all Coronado National Forest District Rangers the following special-use signing authority as specifically stated in FSM 2704.34 and the Region 3 Supplement to FSM 2704.34; provided that, all below-mentioned authorizations being signed by District Rangers are technically reviewed by the appropriate staff to ensure consistency with applicable Federal laws, regulations and agency policies:

1. Uses of a short-term nature (occupancy not to exceed five-years).

2. Temporary recreation authorizations up to two years in duration for the purposes of:

a. Probation for a new operator.

b. Allowing time to run a prospectus.

c. Allowing approved operations while working on longer-term authorizations that must be signed by Forest Supervisors.

District Rangers are not delegated authority to sign special use authorizations longer than five years except as specifically stated in FSM 2704.34:

1. Standardized authorizations for:

a. Uses approved in the National Forest System land and resource management plan, including recreation residence authorizations where a determination has been made to continue that use.

b. Communications uses on a designated site with an approved communications site plan.

c. Ten-year permits for outfitting and guiding.

In accordance with FSM 1950.41, in all cases where the District Ranger has authority to approve and issue special use permits, authority is also delegated to approve appropriate NEPA decision documents required for the special use proposal.  Environmental policy and procedures in FSH 1909.15 will be followed.



The Forest Supervisor’s Office will house a copy of the following documents and maintain the official case file:

1. The application, along with copies of enclosures

2. NEPA documents with related material.

3. The permit, along with copies of all exhibits and maps.

4. Informational copies of subsequent correspondence.

5. Inspection reports.

Delegations will be subject to periodic program reviews by the Forest Supervisor to ensure compliance with authorities and policies along with reasonable consistency across the Forest.

Special Use responsibilities and duties will be divided between the Supervisor’s Office and the respective District Office as described below and in the document titled “Coronado National Forest Special Uses Standard Operating Procedure” that will be reviewed and, if needed, updated periodically.  The “Coronado National Forest Special Uses Standard Operating Procedures” can be found in hard copy at the District offices and the S.O.  A digital copy will be maintained in Pinyon and will be available upon request. 

Special Uses staff in the Supervisor’s Office (S.O.) will be responsible for the following items:

1. Reviewing, processing, and administering all Special Use proposals, applications, and permits except as specifically stated below as responsibilities of District personnel.

2. Providing District Rangers, Recreation Staff and other designated employees, as identified, with a report of all inspections to be completed in a given Fiscal Year (FY).  This report will be provided prior to or at the start of each FY.

3. Assigned to Interdisciplinary Teams for Special Use proposals, applications, and permits.

4. All billing functions not completed by the Regional Office will be completed by the S.O. staff including recreation billing and cost recovery.

5. One of the S.O. staff will be assigned to all Master Development Plans (MDPs) as they are submitted.

District personnel (Recreation Staff or otherwise assigned by the District Ranger) are responsible for the following items:

1. Completing inspections on an annual basis, as provided in the inspection list that will be furnished by the Special Uses Program Manager prior to the start of each Fiscal Year.
a. Inspections must be completed every year by August 31 to ensure time for input in Special Use Database System (SUDS).

b. Completed inspection reports must be submitted to the S.O. within one week of completion to ensure timely delivery to permit holders.

c. S.O. staff can input inspections into SUDS if inspections are received in a timely manner.

2. Reviewing proposals, accepting applications and issuing permits for Non-Commercial Group Use in accordance with the FSH 2709.11, Chapter 10, 17.4, specifically:

a. Applications must be received at least 72 hours in advance of the proposed activity.

b. All non-commercial group use applications must be deemed granted and a permit must be issued for those uses unless the applications are denied within 48 hours of receipt.

c. The Authorized Officer shall grant an application for a non-commercial group use if all the following criteria are met (36 CFR 251.54(g) (3) (ii) (A)-(H)).

d. No land use rental or administrative fees must be charged, nor shall bonding or insurance be required.
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