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Digest:  In order by code, summarize the main additions, revisions, or removal of direction incorporated in this supplement.
80 – Updates valuations and sale procedures for miscellaneous forest products.

87.3 – Adds valuation and harvesting procedures for gathering Maple Sap. 
87 – SALES OF SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCTS AND FOREST BOTANICAL PROCUCTS
Unless it is necessary to control use or there are significant removals of a resource, a Free Use Permit (FS-2400-8) or a Forest Products Removal Permit (FS-2400-1) for the gathering of small amounts of minor products such as cones, berries, mushrooms, boughs or acorns for personal use will not be required.

The policy of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest shall be to charge for Special Forest Products (SFP) gathered for commercial use.  The following items, not inclusive, used for personal use will also be charge items:  firewood, Christmas trees and maple sap.  No collection of products derived from northern white cedar or hemlock is permitted unless specified otherwise after review by the appropriate district resource specialist where the gathering is intended.
Harvesting of all plants and other products* is prohibited in:

· Research Natural Areas (RNA),

· Candidate RNA’s, 
· Wilderness Areas, 
· Administrative sites, 
· Developed recreation sites, 
· Wetlands, 
· Within 100 feet of trails with high scenic integrity, 
· Within 100 feet of perennial water bodies, and;

· NE portion of the Argonne Experimental Forest 
· *Gathering of small amounts of fruit, nuts, berries and fungi (mushrooms) for personal use is allowed.

Harvesting of plants and other products is allowed for personal use but is prohibited for commercial use in:

· Wilderness Study Areas, 
· Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized Low Disturbance areas,

· Riley Lake, 
· Moquah Barrens, and
· Oconto River Seed Orchard
Native plants included on the Regional Forester Sensitive Species List for the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest are not available for collection under Forest Products Removal or Free Use Permits.  Native plants (not including seedlings – See #11) not listed on the Regional Forester Sensitive Species List for the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest that are gathered for personal use under a Free Use Permit are limited to an estimated $20/family/year value (Any requested gathering beyond this amount will be under a charge permit).  Consulting a district botanist for plant gathering permits is recommended.  Those who receive Free Use products may use it for cutting, manufacturing, handling, or other processing, but not for resale (per FSM 2462.3).  Ranger Districts can review requests for commercial use and issue Forest Products Removal Permits on a case-by-case basis.   

Gathering Special Forest Products is intended for individuals or immediate family members.  Definition of immediate family members is as stated below:

a. Spouse

b. Children and guardian children of any age living at family residence

c. Parents of permittee

Persons that are non-family members (as stated above) may be allowed to help permittee gather special forest products.  These persons must be accompanied by the permittee, and be within shouting distance of the permittee at all times while gathering.  The forest products gathered by these persons must also be transported in the permittee’s vehicle listed on the permit and permittee must be in the vehicle during transport of the special forest products.

Phone numbers and license plate/vehicle information will be required to be entered on all individually issued forest product permits issued for Forest monitoring and law enforcement purposes.
Timber sale purchasers do not have the contractual right to remove Special Forest Products not specified in their timber sale contract, nor do they have the authority to grant permission to others to remove such material from non-included timber within their sale area boundary. Purchasers and their subcontractors are required to obtain an appropriate permit to gather and remove Special Forest Products for commercial use and personal use (if the amount or product requires one) if material is obtained from non-included timber.

Free use of Special Forest Products is covered under FSM 2462 and FSH. 2409.18, Section 82 and will be authorized on a Free Use Permit (FS-2400-8).  The sale of Special Forest Products is covered under FSM 2467 and this supplement, and will be authorized on a Forest Product Removal Permit (FS-2400-1).  

Permits for firewood gathering will have a termination date of December 31 for the calendar year in which it is issued.  Permits for minimum amounts of all other forest products will be issued for a maximum of 90 days from date of issue. 

The minimum charge for all Forest Products Removal Permits is $20, except for Christmas trees, which will be $5 each.  There is no charge for Free Use Permits.   

Permits for some Special Forest Products will be valid on a Forest-wide (Chequamegon-Nicolet) basis, while others will be valid only on a District-wide basis (see the list in the next paragraph).  Maps displaying restricted and/or preferred harvesting areas must be available at each district and Supervisor’s office and distributed with each permit as reasonable and appropriate.  
Ranger Districts will submit proposed changes to this supplement and the maps to the Forest Timber Program Manager.  This supplement will be updated at least once every two years.
87.3 – Valuation of Special Forest Products

This supplement portrays valuation and harvesting procedures for the following products:

1.
Balsam Boughs 

  8.
Maple Sap*
2.
Christmas Trees 

  9.
Princess Pine *
3.
Stems *


 10.
Sheet Moss*
4.
Twigs *


 11.
Seedlings/Saplings

5.
Birch Bark *


 12.
Piece Products (posts, poles, etc.)*
6.
Firewood


 13. 
Other Special Forest Products *
7. 
Cones/Acorns
* Permits for these Special Forest Products will be issued only District-wide.  All others can be issued Forest-wide with the following exceptions:  Permits for stems and twigs for species other than white birch will also be District-wide only.

1. Balsam Boughs.  The minimum permit will be $80, which authorizes the gathering of up to 2 tons of material.  Additional material may be purchased with a new permit for $40.00 per ton.  TSA requirement:  Product – Boughs, Code 29; Unit of Measure – Ton, Code 05.

Each family member and relationship to permittee will be listed on the permit.  Permit and Transport Authorization Tags must accompany permittee or individual(s) authorized to gather under the permit.

Transport Authorization Tags are required.  The tags will be in denominations of 200 lbs/tag (a load of approximately 800 lbs. would require four (4) filled out tags).  Tags must be properly filled out prior to removing boughs from the harvest site.


Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), the permittee needs to contact the nearest Ranger District Office for approval on areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.

In addition to harvesting restrictions for personal and commercial use described on page 2, there is an additional restriction on harvesting within 50 feet of the cleared area of a paved or two-laned gravel road, and within 50 feet of the cleared portion of ski and hiking trails.  No live trees may be felled in order to harvest boughs.  Only balsam fir boughs will be available for collection.  Requests for boughs of other conifer species may be granted on a case by case basis.
Only branches from the lower half of the tree may be removed.  The permittee is encouraged not to harvest more than one-third of each branch in order to continue regrowth.  A picture handout showing acceptable gathering of boughs from the tree will be part of every bough permit.

2. Christmas Trees.  There is a limit of five (5) trees per person.  Regional supplement sets the fee charged for each Christmas tree permit and tag.  Currently the charge is $5/tree.  TSA requirement:  Product – Christmas Tree, Code 15; Unit of Measure – Each, Code 09.

A Transportation Authorization Tag will be issued for each tree.

The maximum height of trees allowed for cutting will be twenty (20) feet, unless otherwise specified on the permit.

Any slash from the cutting will be removed from the cleared portion of the road or trail.  

All stumps must be cut within 6 inches of the ground.

An information sheet and maps of preferred and/or restricted harvest areas will be provided as a service to the public.

Non profit groups may receive up to four (4) Christmas Trees ($20 value) under Free Use Permit.  Free Use Christmas Trees may not be used for resale.

3. Stems.  No limit on amount removed.  Birch material must originate from dead or downed trees/residual tops within completed or active commercial timber sales.  Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), contact the nearest Ranger District Office for areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.  Timber sale purchasers cannot grant permission to harvest material not specified in their contract.

All other species, such as willow or alder, can be removed from live trees and is not limited to timber sale areas.  
A unit equals one stem greater than 1” and up to 2” in diameter, 5-8 feet in length.  Cost per unit is $0.10/stem.  TSA requirement:  Product – Non-convertible, Code 17; Unit of Measure – Each, Code 09.    

4.  Twigs.  No limit on amount removed.  Birch material must originate from dead or downed trees/residual tops within completed or active commercial timber sales.  Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), contact the nearest Ranger District Office for areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.  Timber sale purchasers cannot grant permission to harvest material not specified in their contract.

All other species, such as willow or alder, can be removed from live trees and is not limited to timber sale areas.  
Unit equals bundle.  A bundle is defined as 50 twigs, 12 to 48 inches long and 1 inch or less in diameter.  Cost per unit - $0.10/bundle.  TSA requirement:  Product – Non-convertible, Code 17; Unit of Measure – Piece, Code 04.

5. Birch Bark.  No limit on amount removed.  Material must originate from downed trees.  Coordination with districts is mandatory for appropriate application of this activity.

Individuals may remove birch bark from live trees designated for harvest in active timber sales.  Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), contact the nearest Ranger District Office for areas within the sale area where gathering can occur. 

Unit equals pound.  A pound is defined as a strip of bark with a maximum length of 48”, with no restrictions on the width.  Cost per unit - $0.50/pound.  TSA requirement:  Product – Bark, Code 32; Unit of Measure – Pound, Code 10.

6.  Firewood.  A Forest Products Removal Permit (FS-2400-1) is required for gathering firewood.  District Rangers shall not grant free use unless it is clearly in the interest of the Government to do so as described in 36CFR-223.5.

Any firewood gathered with this paid permit system may be sold or used for personal use.

Currently, the charge is $5/cord, with a four (4) cord minimum.  TSA requirement:  Product – Fuel wood, Code 07; Unit of Measure – CCF, Code 03.

Restrictions:

a. No live trees may be cut unless designated in writing on the permit.

b. Firewood cutting is permitted along any road that is currently open to motorized vehicles until the Motorized Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) developed under the Travel management Review (TMR) process is published and made available.  At that time, firewood cutting will be permitted along only those roads shown on the map as open to motorized vehicles unless noted otherwise on the permit.  
c. Firewood may only be removed from within 150 feet of the tree line along the edge of the road.  Standing dead trees may be felled for firewood if they are 18 inches or less in diameter at DBH (4.5 feet above the ground).  Standing dead trees over 18 inches in diameter may not be felled to remove the top portion that is less than 18 inches in diameter.  Dead and down trees may be removed for firewood but only the parts that are less than 18 inches in diameter.  


d. Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), contact the nearest Ranger District Office for areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.  When appropriate, districts can provide maps of timber sale areas where road access is purposely left open for gathering of logging slash for firewood.  Gathering must be able to be done without interfering with normal timber sale operations.  These would be priority areas to direct firewood gatherers to.

e. Trees marked with paint or tags may not be cut unless described otherwise on the permit.

f. Trees within 100 feet of beaver ponds, lakes, streams, or rivers may not be cut.

g. The use of tractors, rubber-tired skidders, ATVs, and similar vehicles is not allowed, except with written permission from the District Ranger where the firewood is collected.
h. Maximum length of firewood pieces will be 48 inches.

i. Firewood volume is limited to a maximum of 12 cords (1 cord = 4’x4’x8’) per permittee per year on the Forest.

Firewood may be gathered without a permit by persons camping in developed or dispersed National Forest recreation sites, with the quantity limited to an amount needed at the site.  Such firewood collected must remain in the recreation site and may not be removed from the National Forest recreation site. 
7.  Cones & Acorns.  No limit on the amount or species that can be gathered.  Trees cannot be cut down or pruned for the purpose of collecting cones.  Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), the permittee needs to contact the nearest Ranger District Office for approval on areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.

Open Cones:  Cost per unit is $1.00/bushel (minimum permit $20).  TSA Requirement: Product – Cones Dry, Code – 34; Unit of Measure - Bushel, Code – 11.

Unopened Cones:  Cost per unit is $2/bushel (minimum permit $20).  TSA Requirement: Product – Cones Green, Code – 33; Unit of Measure – Bushel, Code – 11.

Acorns:    Cost per unit is $5.00/bushel (minimum permit $20).  TSA Requirement: Product - Non-convertible, Code 17; Unit of Measure – Bushel, Code – 11.

8.  Maple Sap.  A charge permit is allowed for up to 10 taps for personal use only. Collection locations shall be limited to locations depicted by the individual Ranger District Offices.

Use other than taps (leaving equipment in woods, sap storage, etc.) requires a special use permit approved by a Line Officer.  Under a special use permit, a management plan for the sugar bush must be approved by the Forest Service. 
Guideline For Number Of Taps Per Tree – Minimum Tree Diameter of 10 inches
	Tree Diameter (inches)
	Tree Circumference (inches)
	Number of taps

	10-17 inches
	31-53 inches
	1

	18+
	57+
	2


A maximum of ten taps is allowed.  A maximum ½ inch diameter and 2 ½ inches depth apply to all bores.
9.  Princess Pine (club moss).  The following guidelines will become part of each permit.  They are designed to harvest plants with a minimal amount of disturbance.

a. Lycopodium obscurum, Lycopodium dendrodeum and Lycopodium hickeyi can be collected.  Permittees must be able to identify these species and be aware that other Lycopodium species occur on the Forest, some of which are rare.  No Sphagnum or Reindeer Moss may be collected.
b.
Plants must be harvested by cutting or pulling the vertical “off shoots” only.  The “off shoot” refers to the vertical green part that may be removed all the way down to the runner.  The runners, i.e., horizontal part of the plant, must be left in place.  Pulling of the runners kills the entire plant.

c.
Permits are limited to 400lbs (wet weight)/person/year.  Districts must query TIM worksheets to monitor if the permittee has been issued a princess pine permit on the Forest within the past year to assure the 400 lb/person/year limit is not exceeded.  Any permit issued will require the permittee to locate within a 40-acre area on a map where harvesting is intended.  Gathering areas indicated by permittee will be given to the Forest Ecologist for monitoring purposes.  The permittee will also be given a monitoring form and be required to return the form to the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest before requesting a permit the following year.  The Forest Ecologist will establish a list of those that did not return the monitoring form.  This list will be made available to personnel that issue permits and will be checked before issuing a Princess Pine permit.  Permittees on the list will be asked to complete the monitoring form before they will be issued the permit.   
d. A brochure describing recommended harvest practices, as well as a drawing of the plant, will be given out with all princess pine permits. 

e. Permittees will not collect more than 10% of the collection area to ensure the sustainable harvest of this product.

f. Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), the permittee needs to contact the nearest Ranger District Office for approval on areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.

Unit equals pounds:  Cost-$0.10/lb.  TSA requirement:  Species – Plant Other, Code – PLNT; Product – Other Plant, Code – 55; Unit of Measure – Lbs., Code 10. 

10.  Sheet Moss.   Unit equals pounds; Cost-$0.10/lb.  TSA requirement:  Species – Plant Other, Code – PLNT; Product – Mosses, Code – 44; Unit of Measure – Lbs., Code 10.  

a.
Permits are limited to 400 lbs(wet weight)/person/year.  Districts must query TIM worksheets to monitor if the permittee has been issued a sheet moss permit on the Forest within the past year, to assure the 400 lb/person/year limit is not exceeded   Any permit issued will require the permittee to locate within a 40-acre area on a map where harvesting is intended.  Gathering areas indicated by permittee will be given to the Forest Ecologist for monitoring purposes.  The permittee will also be given a monitoring form and be required to return the form to the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest before requesting a permit the following year.  The Forest Ecologist will establish a list of those that did not return the monitoring form.  This list will be made available to personnel that issue permits and will be checked before issuing a Sheet Moss permit.  Permittees on the list will be asked to complete the monitoring form before they will be issued the permit.
b. Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), the permittee needs to contact the nearest Ranger District Office for approval on areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.  No Sphagnum or Reindeer Moss may be collected.
c. Permittees will not collect more than 10% of the collection area to ensure the sustainable harvest of this product.

11.  Seedlings/Saplings.  Permits for commercial use will be issued at a rate of $0.10/tree.  TSA requirement:  Product – Transplant, Code 28; Unit of Measure – Each, Code 09.

Removal of seedlings or saplings from plantations is prohibited.

Trees gathered may not be more than 3 feet in height.  Variances in height restrictions may be waived if trees are located in an area where they are going to be damaged or destroyed.

Trees gathered for personal use are limited to 25 per year per person under Free Use Permits.

Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), the permittee needs to contact the nearest Ranger District Office for approval on areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.

12.  Piece Products (post, poles, etc.).  All species (except cedar and hemlock) can be used for these products and must be from dead material unless otherwise stated on the permit.  Maximum diameter on all pieces is 6.0 inches. TSA requirement:  Product – Non-convertible, Code – 17; Unit of Measure – Each, Code – 09.

Products may be gathered in any length but not greater than 30 feet.  The price of each piece will be $1.00.
 

Prior to harvesting in a timber sale area (normally marked with paint and having signs of active or recent harvesting), the permittee needs to contact the nearest Ranger District Office for approval on areas within the sale area where gathering can occur.
13.  Other Special Forest Products.  The Forest realizes there may be requests for other
Special Forest Products that are not listed above.  It will be the responsibility of the
Ranger District, with consultation from Forest Resource Specialists, to determine the
availability and value of the product.  Unless it is necessary to control use or there are significant removals of a resource, a Free Use Permit (FS-2400-8) or a Forest Products Removal Permit (FS-2400_1) for the gathering of small amounts of minor products such as cones, berries, mushrooms, boughs or acorns for personal use will not be required.  Discretion on the amount and importance of other products gathered will determine if a Free-use Permit of Forest Product Removal Permit will be required.  For commercial collection, a Forest Products Removal Permit will be required. 

Marsh grass, mushrooms and maple sap are examples of other Special Forest Products. 
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