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Digest:  

2703 - Clarifies policy.

2704.34 - Adds provision for District Rangers to issue special-use authorizations across 

District/Forest boundaries.

2703 – POLICY  

It is the responsibility of the authorized officer to approve or deny proposals, approve cost recovery determinations, sign NEPA decision documents, sign official correspondence, and sign special-use authorizations and amendments.  The authorized officer is the line officer who has been delegated the authority to perform these duties.
2704.34 – District Rangers  

District Rangers are authorized to issue the following special-use authorizations:

1.  Special-use authorizations of a short-term nature (occupancy not to exceed 5 years).  “Short-term nature” refers to the nature of the use, not the tenure.  Uses that typically include construction of structures, such as water or energy transmission or distribution lines, roads, buildings, or bridges are not of a short-term nature, and would therefore, be issued under Forest Supervisor authority, regardless of tenure.

2.  Standardized authorizations for:

a.  Special-use authorizations for existing recreation residences where a determination has been made to continue that use.

b.  Special-use authorizations for communication uses issued on designated communication sites with a current approved site management plan.

c.  Special-use authorizations for outfitting and guiding up to 10 years.

3.  Special-use authorizations, as defined in items 1. and 2. above, which cross Ranger District and/or National Forest boundaries.  The lead (issuing) unit will be determined by mutual agreement of the involved units, after considering relative amounts of use, expected impacts, beginning and ending points, and convenience, including that of the Holder.  The lead unit is responsible for coordinating operating plans, inspections, and performance reviews with other involved units.
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