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CHAPTER 3 – AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

INTRODUCTION 
Chapter 3 describes the physical, biological, social, and economic resources of the environment that may be 
affected by the alternatives presented in Chapter 2, as well as the effects that the alternatives may have on 
those resources. Affected environment and environmental effects have been combined in this chapter to give a 
more concise and connected depiction of what the resources are and what may happen to them under the 
different alternatives. The environmental effects analysis forms the scientific and analytic basis for the 
comparison of alternatives that appears at the end of Chapter 2. 

CHAPTER STRUCTURE 
 
The remainder of this chapter is organized into four sections: A) Physical Environment; B) Biological 
Environment; C) Social and Economic Environment; and D) Federal Oil and Gas Leasing Availability Decision. 
Each resource section is organized and presented in the format described below. Since Alternative I is identical 
to Alternative H with the exception of oil and gas leasing availability, the effects for Alternative I are the same 
as those for Alternative H in Sections A, B, and C, except where specifically noted. The effects for Alternative I 
are the same as those for Alternative C in Section D, except where specifically noted.   
 
Affected Environment - Describes the current conditions of the resources. This section may also include 
history, development, past disturbances, natural events, and interactions that have helped shape the current 
conditions. It can also describe the geographic area or areas for the analysis of effects. Areas may vary in size 
depending on the resource, issue, or anticipated activities. This section also describes the time frame over 
which effects were assessed. 
 
Environmental Consequences 
Direct and Indirect Effects – Analyzes the amount and intensity of direct and indirect effects by alternative. 
Direct effects are caused by an action and occur at the same time and place as that action. Indirect effects are 
caused by an action but occur later in time or farther removed in distance. Direct and indirect effects are 
focused on Federal actions. This section also looks at the relationship of temporary (typically 0-3 years), short-
term (3-10 years), and long-term (>10 years) effects. 
 
Cumulative Effects – Analyzes the cumulative effects to the resource that may result from the incremental 
impacts of the alternatives when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions, 
regardless of what agency or person undertakes the other actions. 
 




