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2019 WINGS ACROSS THE AMERICAS AWARDS
Nomination form
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Section 1. Background on the Wings Across the Americas Awards

In 2019, we will celebrate and honor excellence in bird, butterfly, bat, and dragonfly conservation for the 16th year through Wings Across the Americas Awards. We hope to give the awards in Washington DC during late April or early May. The Wings Across the Americas Awards Ceremony will recognize outstanding individuals from the Forest Service and partner organizations for their work in advancing bird, butterfly, bat, and dragonfly conservation. The event is a chance for the U.S. Forest Service to spotlight this important work, and everyone—from the Chief to the Wings Across the Americas Awards Committee to the nominees—finds the event to be extremely rewarding. The competition for the awards is typically stiff. The selection committee has a difficult task each year, and we expect that this year will be no exception. Principal awardees are presented with engraved glass awards, and supporting partners are presented with paper certificates suitable for framing.


Section 2. How the selection process works						

Once nominations are received, they are reviewed by the U.S. Forest Service Wings Across the Americas Awards Committee (one representative from each Deputy area), which makes the final selections. 


Section 3. Who can submit a nomination and the role of the Point of Contact	

This is the first and most important step in the process! U.S. Forest Service employees, partners and individuals can all submit nominations.  If you have submitted in the past and not won an award, please resubmit your nomination again this year.  Often, the person who submits the nomination also serves as the Point of Contact. The role of the Point of Contact in the nomination process is mainly filling out the application and serving as primary liaison between nominees and the Wings Across the Americas Awards Committee. This ensures that nominations are complete and that the Wings Across the Americas Awards Committee has all the relevant information such as email addresses and other details. In the event of a successful nomination and your group wins, we ask the Point of Contact to help us with a few more things: See Section 6, “Steps to take if your nomination wins”. We promise to make life easy for you if you are a Point of Contact!


Section 4. How to send a nomination application to us 					

[bookmark: _GoBack]To complete a nomination, please fill out this form electronically and email to Greg Butcher gsbutcher@fs.fed.us by January 10, 2019. If you have questions about this process, please contact Greg by email or by calling (202) 644-4551. 


Section 5. How to fill out a nomination application						

a. Complete this form (one form per nomination); 

b. Make sure to be explicit about who should receive a glass award and who gets a certificate. Glass awards go to people who play key roles and/or dedicate the most time to the work, while certificates go to people who deserve mention because they have contributed to and/or supported the work but to a lesser extent;

c. Include names of all individuals and/or organizations involved in the project (glass award and certificate recipients) as well as your contact information;

d. Please be explicit about whether the award goes to (an) individual(s) or (an) organization(s); if (an) individual(s), please state his/her affiliation at the time the work was done (NOT job title, just organizational affiliation);

To view previous winners, award categories, information about the award ceremony and sample project descriptions, please visit: http://www.fs.fed.us/global/wings/awards.htm. 


NOMINATION FORM

Point of Contact: If you are nominating (a) project(s) for an award, please complete this section with your name and contact information.

	Your Full Name
	

	Title
	

	Organization
	

	
Mailing Address

	

	Daytime Phone
	

	Fax Number
	

	E-mail Address
	



Project Information and Description: 

	Project Name
	

	
To be considered for which award category

	(Check the most appropriate category)

· Habitat Conservation Partnership Award
· Research Partnership Award
· International Cooperation Award
· Bird, Bat, Butterfly, or Dragonfly Conservation Award (circle if just one of these)
· Urban Communities in Conservation Award


	
Project Location

	(List all that apply: Country, Joint Venture, state, county, town/city, national forest, ranger district, research station, and/or private, corporate, or non-governmental organization properties.)



	
Inclusive Dates of Project 

	(List the start and completion dates for the time frame for which you want the project evaluated. We are especially interested in projects that have been completed since January 2010 or more recently.)



	Photos?
	(If selected, please send us photos that depict the project, individuals nominated, focal bird species and habitat. Images can be sent in as prints, slides or in digital format at minimum print resolution of 200dpi. We will send all images back to you.)


	
Project Description
	(Provide a concise narrative of the project and its outcomes. The narrative must include the project size by listing the number of acres, number of events, changes effected, etc. Also include the types of habitat; Bird Conservation Region and Joint Venture; benefits to migratory species, humans and other wildlife; management goals; significance to national and international conservation plans; significance to communities and cultures. Please list specific migratory species that benefited and why they are important.

You are not limited to the space provided in this box but may not exceed 2 pages. For more space, please attach a 2-page (or less) narrative.



































US Forest Service Employee(s)/Unit to Be Recognized: (Glass Award) Describe the role of each individual/unit in this project; include monetary and technical contributions and indirect and in-kind services. For individuals, be sure to identify their affiliation during the project (NOT the job title). To add more names, use the same format below and type in the names on the last page of this form.

	NAME OF EMPLOYEE OR FOREST SERVICE UNIT

	Employee 1
	Name of Employee (with affiliation during the project) or Forest Service Unit:


	Employee 2
	Name of Employee (with affiliation during the project) or Forest Service Unit:


	Employee 3
	Name of Employee (with affiliation during the project) or Forest Service Unit:


	Employee 4
	Name of Employee (with affiliation during the project) or Forest Service Unit:


	Employee 5
	Name of Employee (with affiliation during the project) or Forest Service Unit:


	Employee 6
	Name of Employee (with affiliation during the project) or Forest Service Unit:




Non-Forest Service, Partner Organization or Individual: (Glass Award) Describe the role of partners who have significantly contributed time, money and resources to this project; include names as well as all contributions. To add more names, use the same format below and type in the names on the last page of this form.


	NAME OF NON-FOREST SERVICE PARTNER ORGANIZATION OR INDIVIDUAL (with organizational affiliation during the project) (For example: Partner Organization or Jane Doe, Partner Organization)

	Name of Partner Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Partner Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Partner Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Partner Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Partner Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Partner Organization or Individual and Organization:





Certificate Recipients: If you know of individual(s) or organization(s) (both in and out of the Forest Service) who have contributed to the project and who deserve a certificate for those contributions, please list them below.

	NAME OF ORGANIZATION OR INDIVIDUAL (with organizational affiliation during the project)

	Name of Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Organization or Individual and Organization:


	Name of Organization or Individual and Organization:



Additional Award Recipients (if any):


























Section 6. Steps to take if your nomination wins						

In January, the selection committee will notify Points of Contact, who should inform the nominees. For those nominations that were not selected, please let the nominees know, and please submit an application again next year! 

If the nomination submitted does win, please:

· Notify all awardees as soon as possible;

· Encourage all awardees and their supporters to attend the awards ceremony in Washington DC in late April or early May;

· Send us email addresses for the awardees (especially the project leader[s]);

· Submit 6-10 high quality photos and/or images (200 dpi or more) that represent the scope of the project, including images of individuals, on-the-ground work, habitat, and focal species (or ask the project leaders to send photos);

· Publicize the award winners and their work internally to Forest Service leadership prior to the ceremony and externally to the information officers and local press after the ceremony. Forest Service leadership buy-in may help the winners get some financial support to attend the event; we will have a draft press release and event photos after the event;

· Distribute the awards and certificates. Since many award winners (and particularly certificate winners) do not attend the official event, the planning committee mails the awards and certificates to the Point of Contact (unless specified otherwise). This is definitely the most rewarding part—handing the deserving winners a beautiful glass award or a framed certificate! Many Points of Contact organize a small, local event to distribute the awards. 

For questions and more information, contact Greg Butcher at 1-202-644-4551 or at gsbutcher@fs.fed.us and submit nomination forms to him by January 10, 2019.
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