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· Richard Verbisky, Canadian Forest Service
· Laura Mackenzie, Canadian Forest Service
· Ken Farr, Canadian Forest Service
Mexico
· Armando Alanis, CONAFOR
· Cinthya Velarde, CONAFOR
· Vanessa Becerra
United States
· Val Mezainis, US Forest Service International Programs
· Liza Paqueo, US Forest Service International Programs
· Rachel Sheridan, US Forest Service International Programs
· Rick Scott, NAFC Liaison
[bookmark: 2]Minutes 
· Val Mezainis, Chair of the North American Forest Commission’s (NAFC) Urban Forest Programs Working Group, welcomed colleagues from Canada, Mexico and the United States.

· After the approval of the Agenda, the Working Group discussed the draft Charter which had been distributed the day before.  Changes to the Charter include:

· Canada has requested the inclusion of green infrastructure in addition to ecosystem services that urban green spaces can provide

· The Working Group agreed to changing its name formally to ”Urban Forest Programs Working Group”

· The participants agreed that the Chairmanship of the Working Group will rotate after 1 year.  Canada has agreed to assume this mantle on January 1, 2018.

· In addition to a country Commissioner, a delegated authority within the forest organization of member country can appoint representatives to the Working Group.

· The Working Group has agreed to meet quarterly, and one meeting will be held in person and hosted by the Chair.

· After reviewing the Charter, the Working Group discussed past accomplishments by the group (see attached Work Plan)

· The final section of the agenda included a discussion of the Work Plan.  Most of the items can be carried out in 2017, while others may roll over into subsequent years.  In addition to the items on the list (see attached Work Plan), the discussion also included:

· Identifying pilot sites where i-Tree activities can begin.
· Exploration of urban forest related smartphone apps, such as i-Tree and My Tree
· Developing a rich roster of speakers, including those recommended by Canada, who could speak on a) urban forests and health, and b) urban invasive species
· Strengthen linkages to academia

· Mexico also expressed its thanks for the development of i-Tree in Mexico and its interest in STEW-MAP.

· The next activity for this Working Group will be the representation by Mexico and Canada at the International Seminar on Urban Forestry, hosted by FS International Programs in early June.
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