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Background

There is increasing recognition in Canada, the United States, and Mexico that forest ecosystem inventory and monitoring is vital to the successful implementation of sustainable forest management.  Reliable basic environmental information is needed for formulating effective land use and conservation policy; valuation of forest services and benefits; planning management activities; effectively implementing those activities; and following the results over time, to confirm the sustainability of present practices or to guide modification of activities toward a more sustainable state.  This information directly supports reporting and assessing the status of criteria and indicators of sustainability and serves as a knowledge base for supporting research and development.

All three countries are currently revising their approaches to national scale forest inventory.  This provides an opportunity to explore options for increasing useful consistency between the countries, and moving towards a common North American framework for inventory and monitoring.

Objectives

The Mission of the Working Group is to share research and information and take advantage of opportunities for collaboration and scientific exchange on forest inventory, monitoring, and assessment throughout North America in support of sustainable forest management.

The Working Group will focus initially on the following:

1.
Identifying and taking advantage of opportunities for increasing scientific and technical collaboration and consistency in national inventory, monitoring, and assessment among the three countries and globally.

2.
Fostering compatible approaches to forest inventory, monitoring, assessment and reporting among the three countries.

3.
Evaluating the use of remote sensing and other technologies to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of forest inventory, monitoring, and assessment.

4.
Sponsoring and facilitating exchanges to build capacity and increase our understanding of different approaches to forest inventory, monitoring, assessment and reporting.

5.
Advising member countries about the current status of respective forest inventory, monitoring, and assessment programs.

6.
Fostering communication with NAFC other Working Groups and other organizations, as appropriate.

Accomplishments

Two meetings of the Working Group were held, January 2001 in Victoria, British 
Columbia, and June 2002 in Fort Collins, Colorado.  The accomplishments for the past 2 years include the following:

· Production of meeting minutes, posted on the NAFC website

· Reports on the state of national forest inventories in North America were produced each year and included as an appendix to the minutes of the annual meeting.

· A report describing the current state of the art of remote sensing technology presently incorporated into operational, large area forest inventory in each country has been prepared.  The report identifying research and development priorities for remote sensing applications in operational forest inventory has been posted to the NAFC website.  

· An intranet site was developed for the Working Group and the contents were transferred to the NAFC site.

· Working Group members were involved in the development of an inventory and monitoring system for the Mexican States of Jalisco and Colima.  This initiative should provide guidance for the development of a National Inventory Program for Mexico.

Plans

Working Group plans for the year include the following:

1. Outreach to other NAFC Working Groups - A list of contacts, meetings and dates, will be compiled.  Working Group members will contact the host of other Working Group meetings in their respective countries to seek an invitation to attend and participate.  This is ongoing.

2. Implement Technical Exchange/Collaborative Work – The Group is working on a number of products:

· A description of the currently used land cover and land use classification systems, including the objective of each system:  Separate draft reports for land cover and land use have been produced.  Each report contains a brief introduction, a statement of objectives, identification of the guiding principles for the land cover classification systems or the similarities and differences for the land use classification systems, and a comparison or cross-walk among the different systems.  Each report also contains the classification systems currently used in Canada, Mexico and the USA as an appendix.

· The development of a simple Ecoregion summary database for North America based on current national forest inventories – a proposal for funding to allow the Working Group to proceed has been submitted to the NAFC Board of Alternates. 

3. A semi-annual conference call has been initiated to ensure plans are achieved.

4. The Chair of the Working Group will rotate to Mexico following the Commission Meeting.

5. Next meeting is scheduled for Mexico in January 2003.  

Issues and Recommendations

The main issue faced by the Working Group is lack of consistent membership.  The Working Group recommends that all agencies undertaking forest ecosystem inventory, monitoring and assessment activities in support of sustainable forest management be represented to facilitate cooperation and coordination among the three NAFC countries.

Annex A:  Membership List

CANADA:

Mr. Mark Gillis

Manager, National Forest Inventory

Canadian Forest Service

Department of Natural Resources Canada

506 W. Burnside Road

Victoria BC  V8Z 1M5

Phone 250.363.0753

Fax 250.363.0775

Email magillis@pfc.forestry.ca
Dr. Harry Hirvonen

Science Advisor - Forest Health 

Canadian Forest Service

Department of Natural Resources Canada

12 - 580 Booth Street

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0E4

Phone: 613.947.9015

FAX:  613.947.9090

Email: hirvonen@nrcan.gc.ca
Mr. Joe Kapron

Manager, Inventory, Monitoring and Assessment

Science and Information Branch

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

300 Water Street, P.O. Box 7000

Peterborough, ON  K9J 8M5

Phone: (705)755-1616

FAX: (705)755-1640

Email: joe.kapron@mnr.gov.on.ca
MEXICO:

Mr. Guillermo López Forment Villa

Director, Subsecretaria de Gestión Ambiental

Dirección General de Federalización Y Descrentralización

De Servicios Forestales Y de Suelo

Dirección Del Inventario Nacional Forestal

Av. Progreso No.5, Del Carmen

Coyoacan, C.P 04100

Phone: 5658-3229

FAX: 

Email: glformet@semarnat.gob.mx
USA:

Ms. Susan Willits

Program Manager, Forest Inventory and Monitoring

USDA Forest Service

Pacific Northwest Research Station

1221 SW Yamhill St. Suite 200

Portland OR  98205

Phone:  503.808.2066

FAX:  503.808.2020

Email swillits@fs.fed.us
Dr. Andrew Gillespie

Forest Inventory and Monitoring National Program Leader

USDA Forest Service

201 14th St. SW 

Washington DC  20090-6090

Phone:  202.205.1507

FAX:  202.205.1551

Email agillespie@fs.fed.us
Dr. Celedonio Aguirre-Bravo

Research Coordinator for the Americas

Rocky Mountain Research Station

USDA Forest Service

240 W. Prospect Road

Fort Collins, Colorado, USA

Phone: 970 498 1168

Email: caguirrebravo@fs.fed.us
FAO contact:

Dr. Peter Holmgren

Email: Peter.Holmgren@fao.org

> H. Gyde Lund

> Forest Information Services

> 6238 Settlers Trail Place

> Gainesville, VA 20155-1374 USA

> Tel: +1-703-743-1755

> Fax: +1-703-743-1756

> Email: gyde@comcast.net

> URL: http://mywebpages.comcast.net/gyde/
