April. 15, 2020 Suspension and Debarment SOPI FAQ’s 

Q: Will a purchaser that is currently suspended or debarred that is currently operating on a contract that was awarded prior to his or her suspension or debarment qualify for a SOPI extension? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A: Yes, the purchaser qualifies for a SOPI extension under 2 CFR 180.415(b). This statue states you may not renew or extend covered transactions (other than no-cost time extensions) with any excluded person, or under which an excluded person is a principal, unless you obtain an exception. SOPI is deemed a no-cost extension and qualifies the purchaser for an extension.   

Q: Will the SOPI exclude purchasers from suspension and debarment actions?  
A: No, if a purchaser defaults on a timber sale or renounce their obligations under the contract during the SOPI period they will need to be referred for Suspension and Debarment (S&D) as normal 

Q: If a purchaser is currently suspended or debarred can they bid or be awarded a contract due to the current emergency situations? 
A: No, there is no current guidance to cancel any current suspension and debarment judgements or proceedings  

Q: If a purchaser is currently operating on a timber sale that falls under the SOPI and they are convicted or indicted of timber theft are they excluded under SOPI? 
A: No, if a purchaser is convicted or indicted of timber theft on Forest Service, BLM or State Lands they must be referred for S&D immediately.     
Q: If a purchaser is currently operating on a contract under SOPI and they are not making required payments and they have a history of unsatisfactory performance on the contract (multiple breaches) are they excluded from S&D actions under SOPI? 
A: No, they must be referred for S&D actions if the breaches are not remedied in a timely manner and the Contracting Officer takes the stance that there is an immediate need to protect the public interest.   

Contact: If you have any questions feel free to contact 
                 Henry Morris  
                 National Suspension and Debarment Forester   
                 Phone: 202-329-7781 
                 Email: henry.w.morris@usda.gov
 



