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WHAT’S NEW 

 
Colleagues, in a continuing effort to share information about the upcoming 

survey season, Forest Health Monitoring, Forest Health Assessment and 
Applied Sciences Technology (FHAAST), and the U.S. Forest Service 
Geospatial Technology and Applications Center (GTAC) are working together 
to provide more instruction on gathering forest I&D survey data during 2020. 
Watch for a May Monthly Update Supplement to follow shortly for complete 
information. More information is also available from Tom Eager 
(tom.eager@usda.gov), Jim Ellenwood (james.ellenwood@usda.gov), and Ryan 
Hanavan (ryan.hanavan@usda.gov). 

 
Get to know FHM.  This month get to know the cooperative relationship 

with State partners. FHM has been a cooperative program from the beginning. 
An important partnership exists between the U.S. Forest Service and the 
National Association of State Foresters. State participation has been and 
continues to be vital to the success of FHM. Here are some important examples 
of how State employees participate in and contribute to FHM. 
• Active roles on the FHM Management Team.  
• Participating in FHM national workshops, actively contributing to 

development of FHM focus and effective communicate of information. 
• Partners in aerial survey activities. While participation takes a different 

form from State to State, activities may include sharing responsibility for 
locating and contracting for appropriate aircraft, making observations, 
ground checking, and editing and summarizing data. 

• Exploring specific issues affecting forest ecosystems via Evaluation 
Monitoring projects.  

• Preparing or sharing responsibility for preparing the Forest Health 
Highlights, annual reports highlighting the most important forest health 
issues in each State. 

• Providing contacts for analysts with questions about specific issues in a 
State. 

To find the coordinator for any State, contact the appropriate regional State 
representative on the Management Team.  
 

The West Coast Forest Health Monitoring Region is pleased to share the West 
Coast Forest Health Monitoring website. One of the improvements to the 
website is the addition of an FHM West Coast interactive story map. When 
visiting the story map, note the third section that covers Evaluation Monitoring 
projects. Included is an interactive map that identifies Evaluation Monitoring 
and Analysis projects that have occurred in the West Coast Region back to 2006 
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by their locations. Further enhancements to this story map are planned and will 
be announced in the Monthly Update when available. 

  
NEWS ABOUT 
 FHM PARTNERS 

 

The USDA Eastern Forest Environmental Threat Assessment Center 
(EFETAC) is pleased to announce that the USDA Forest Service National 
Forest To Faucets 2.0 Assessment Website is live and available to the public. 
The assessment uses Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to determine the 
relative importance of small watersheds to surface drinking water. Imbedded in 
the data is the vital role forests play in protecting source water: the extent to 
which these forests are threatened by development, insects and disease, wildland 
fire, and climate change. Please visit the Forest To Faucets 2.0 Assessment 
Website to learn more about the assessment and to access the interactive map 
viewer.  

 

UPCOMING  
WEBINARS (Items beginning with * indicate a new listing or new information) 

 
*Webinars and other information from The National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering and Medicine study, The Potential for Biotechnology to Address 
Forest Health, are posted on the study web site. Visit the web site for more 
information.  

 
*Webinars and other information about Citizen Science and the U.S. Forest 

Service are posted on the Citizen Science web site. Visit the web site for more 
information.  

 
*May 21, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern time. Biochar from Forest to Farm. 

(Sponsored by USDA Forest Service) Speaker: Jim Archuleta (USDA Forest 
Service, Region 6, Regional Wood Innovations Coordinator) Biochar from 
forest to the farm - (including animal bedding, irrigated lands, high value crops, 
and improving forest soil with biochar). This webinar is the third presentation in 
an 11-part monthly webinar series created by the USDA Forest Service. Pre-
registration is not required! CEU available: Texas Dept. of Ag – Pesticide Safety 
Continuing Ed (PSE) - 0 hour NA Credit. Plan to join the webinar 15 minutes 
early. 

*Webinars offered by the U.S Forest Service Geospatial Technology and 
Applications Center (GTAC) include three varieties. The lightning talks 
(Lightning Talk) are very short presentations that will last approximately 15-30 
minutes; they will focus on specific geoprocessing tasks and are designed to 
provide concise and useful information in a very efficient manner. The 
Awareness Sessions (Awareness) are designed to build your knowledge base on 
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the particular topic and enable you to further explore the technology with 
realistic expectations. The Technical Training Webcasts (Technical) are 
designed to provide you with the technical skills and tools to complete 
geospatial tasks. The courses are also divided into five categories. The 
categories are indicated after each web link in the list below as follows: GIS-
Desktop; GIS-Web; GIS-Mobile; Remote Sensing; and Data management.  

 
All class registrations can be accessed via the CATALOG WEBPAGE.  

 
Note: If you don’t have access to the Forest Service Intranet, the 
registration links will not work. Please email what class you want 
to take to (SM.FS.geotraining@usda.gov) and they will register you 
manually.  
 

• May 21, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Collector for 
ArcGIS in the Forest Service (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service 
Only This introductory webinar covers GPS data collection using the 
Collector app on a tablet or cell phone. The GIS data and online map setup 
for Collector are also introduced.  

• May 21, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS 10.5 – 
Using Citrix for GIS Projects (Technical - GIS-Desktop) Participants 
will learn how to use GIS data to analyze a vegetation project proposal and 
prepare information for a NEPA analysis. Students will use the Forest 
Service Data Canter and Citrix programs that allow for inter-discipline 
collaboration, and provides a central repository for all the project data. This 
course covers the process of finding, creating, managing, and analyzing 
GIS data in order to prepare outputs for NEPA specialist reports. 

• May 27, 2020 at 10:00am – 1:00 pm (Mountain Time). Forest Service 
Geospatial Resources (Awareness – Data Management) Forest 
Service Only.  

• May 27, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS Pro for 
ArcMap Users (Technical - GIS-Desktop). Forest Service Only A 
general understanding of GIS and a working knowledge of ArcGIS 
Desktop is required. This course is designed as a crosswalk between 
using ArcMap to ArcGIS Pro. This course provides a hands-on 
introduction to participants of Pro’s new user interface and project 
platform. Participants will walk through common workflows 
previously performed in ArcMap/Catalog such as navigation, editing, 
analysis, sharing, symbolizing, creating a layout, geoprocessing, 
querying and importing maps and data.  

• May 28, 2020 at 11:00am – 12:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS Online 
Dashboard App Awareness Talk (Awareness - GIS-Web) This 
awareness talk will introduce you to what a Dashboard is and how to 
design and create one. We will look at Dashboard examples and 
demonstrate how to create and use a dashboard. 
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• May 28, 2020 at 1:00pm – 2:00pm (Mountain Time). Get Your 
Message Out with Story Maps (Awareness - GIS-Web) The Story Maps 
platform has become a go-to solution for creating immersive narrative-
based presentations and reports. We will go over how to create vibrant, 
multi-media Story Maps. Topics covered include how to create a story map 
using the interactive builder, how to add multi-media content, how to create 
narrative text, and how to effectively summarize a project using a Story 
Map. 

• June 2-3, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS 10.5 – 
Quick Start (Technical - GIS-Desktop) Participants will learn how to get 
started using ArcGIS Desktop’s primary applications, ArcMap and 
ArcCatalog. The course covers fundamental GIS concepts and basic 
functionality to view and manipulate display properties. The hands-on 
exercises teach basic viewing functionality and GIS data types and their 
properties. 

• June 3, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Collector for 
ArcGIS in the Forest Service (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service 
Only This introductory webinar covers GPS data collection using the 
Collector app on a tablet or cell phone. The GIS data and online map setup 
for Collector are also introduced.  

• June 9, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Introduction to 
ArcGIS Online (Technical - GIS-Web) Forest Service Only This 
course covers the basics of using ArcGIS Online (AGOL). Students will 
learn how to make a map in AGOL, how to work in groups, what roles are, 
and then how to take a map offline to use in a mobile app like collector. 
Finally we will create a web app to view our completed map. The 
objectives of this course are to understand the role of ArcGIS Online as a 
component of the US Forest Service’s implementation of web-based 
services; and to gain an understanding of the administration of ArcGIS 
Online, publishing of map services, and the process to create web maps and 
web applications that we can share with others.  

• June 11, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Survey123 Form 
Creation (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service Only What is 
Survey123? Part of the ESRI Geospatial Cloud, Survey123 for ArcGIS is a 
complete, form-centric solution for creating, sharing, and analyzing 
surveys. Use it to create smart forms with skip logic, defaults, and support 
for multiple languages. Collect data via web or mobile devices, even when 
disconnected from the Internet. Analyze results quickly, and upload data 
securely for further analysis. This webinar introduces the Survey123 App 
and the tools used to create forms. Come explore this data collection 
workflow and see if it is the right tool for your project. The objective of 
this course is to build and publish survey forms for use in the Survey123 
field app. The Survey123 website and Survey 123 Connect for desktop will 
be used to create simple smart forms with drop down lists.  

• June 16, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Collector for 
ArcGIS in the Forest Service (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service 
Only This introductory webinar covers GPS data collection using the 



Collector app on a tablet or cell phone. The GIS data and online map setup 
for Collector are also introduced.  

• June 17, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS 10.5 – 
Editing (Technical - GIS-Desktop) This class demonstrates editing 
environment in ArcMap. You will be exposed to the new editing 
environment. The course covers editing attribute data, performing spatial 
edits, and creating new data (digitizing). The hands-on exercises teach 
basic editing functionality. 

• June 23, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS Pro for 
ArcMap Users (Technical - GIS-Desktop). Forest Service Only A 
general understanding of GIS and a working knowledge of ArcGIS 
Desktop is required. This course is designed as a crosswalk between 
using ArcMap to ArcGIS Pro. This course provides a hands-on 
introduction to participants of Pro’s new user interface and project 
platform. Participants will walk through common workflows 
previously performed in ArcMap/Catalog such as navigation, editing, 
analysis, sharing, symbolizing, creating a layout, geoprocessing, 
querying and importing maps and data.  

• June 24, 2020 at 10:00am – 1:00 pm (Mountain Time). Forest Service 
Geospatial Resources (Awareness – Data Management) Forest 
Service Only.  

• June 25, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Intermediate 
ArcGIS Online (Technical - GIS-Web) Forest Service Only A general 
understanding of ArcGIS Online and ArcMap is assumed for this course. 
This course will look at some of the more advanced options available in 
AGOL. A closer look at map and feature services will be explored. An 
examination and exploration of the Living Atlas will be conducted. Lastly, 
an overview of the analysis tools and geocoding will be covered. 

• June 30, 2020 at 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Collector for 
ArcGIS in the Forest Service (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service 
Only This introductory webinar covers GPS data collection using the 
Collector app on a tablet or cell phone. The GIS data and online map setup 
for Collector are also introduced.  
 
 

Job   
Opportunities 

 

The U.S. Forest Service, Eastern Region (Region 9, State & Private Forestry, 
Forest Health Protection Program, is conducting outreach for both a NTE 
120 day non-competitive temporary promotion and permanent full-time 
position for a GS-0434-12/13 Plant Pathologist. The official duty station for 
the position is Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but alternate and/or virtual duty stations 
may be considered for the 120-day detail opportunity. The Regional Plant 
Pathologist develops and leads a coordinated response to pathogen detection, 
evaluation, prevention and control in the forests of the Eastern Region, provides 



professional forest health assistance to Federal, State, and other non-federal and 
tribal partners across the Region. The incumbent serves as the recognized 
expert, program authority, and principal advisor for the Eastern Region’s plant 
pathology program. See the Outreach announcement for details. 
Responsibilities include: 

• Participates in the formulation and establishment of Regional policies, 
programs, and standards for federally funded forest disease prevention, 
suppression and restoration projects. 

• Provides coordination and liaison between staff and federal/state/private 
land managers regarding technical assistance, federally funded projects 
and special projects needs to meet program objectives.    

• Provides technical assistance concerning forest pathogens to land 
managers.   Documents technical assistance in written guidelines which 
are incorporated into various resource project plans.  

• Develops guidelines by identifying and determining the present amount of 
damage caused, and exercises scientific judgment of a high order in 
evaluating the actual or potential seriousness of the infestation.  Where 
reduction of insect/pathogen effects is desirable, develops current, 
effective, environmentally safe, and economically sound forest health 
protection management alternatives which are consistent with specific 
land management objectives.  

• Develops reports and publications such as insect and disease conditions, 
forest pest leaflets, and other special publications to meet state, private, 
and federal land managers’ needs and to meet national FHP reporting 
requirements. 

To express interest in the 120-day detail, please send an email with a current 
resume to Susan Ellsworth (Director for Forest Health and Economics) at 
susan.ellsworth@usda.gov. Please respond by May 15, 2020 for the 120-day 
detail.   
 
Outreach for the permanent position will be ongoing until the vacancy 
announcement opens. Candidates interested in the permanent position are 
encouraged to contact Susan Ellsworth at susan.ellsworth@usda.gov  by 
May 29, 2020.  Responses to the outreach notice will be used to determine how 
the permanent vacancy announcement will be advertised, such as grade level(s) 
or whether the announcement will be open to non-federal applicants.  Outreach 
respondents will be notified directly when the permanent vacancy 
announcement opens in USAJobs, which is especially important if the vacancy 
announcement is open for a limited time. 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
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complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.” 

 
 

FOR MORE 
FHM 

INFORMATION 
 
Visit the FHM homepage and Forest Health Assessment and Applied 

Sciences or access both via the USDA Forest Service homepage  
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