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WHAT’S NEwW

Get to know FHM. This month get to know the adaptability of FHM. The
COVID Pandemic is affecting Forest Health Surveys in 2020 in a variety of
ways. Restrictions in travel and personnel activity have altered the working
environment and resulted in the need for alternative data collection strategies.
The survey community is adapting to the changing conditions by working across
boundaries with State and Federal partners. Forest health units have been
collaborating with remote sensing specialists from the USFS Geospatial
Technology and Application Center to develop techniques and tools to assist
with forest health surveys during the 2020 field season. A series of webinars has
been presented that discusses remote sensing-based supplements to the survey
effort. These webinars had in the neighborhood of 200 participants, and can still
be seen online using the links in the Supplement to the FHM June Monthly
Update. The efforts to gather forest health data in this environment have been
met with a high degree of experimentation and creativity. The forest health
survey community is meeting regularly online and discussing the way forward.
As we anticipate the end of the survey season, we look forward to assessing the
methodology and capturing the lessons learned.

UPCOMING
WEBINARS (Items beginning with * indicate a new listing or new information)

*July 21, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. Eastern time. Aspen Ecology & Conservation:
The Changing Landscape of a Keystone System. (Sponsored by Natural
Areas Association) Speaker: Dr. Paul C. Rogers (Director, Western Aspen
Alliance, Department of Environment & Society, Ecology Center Utah State
University) To know western forests is to understand the outsized role played by
quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides Michx.) communities. As ecologists, we
understand the natural bounty of aspen systems, but it is important to fully
appreciate the value of these forests to society at-large. This presentation will
look at values to people and ecosystems in the context of evolving science and
conservation of aspen. We will review basic ecology, research developments,
and adaptive monitoring in contemporary forest stewardship. There are many
threats to sustainable aspen forests, including past management, herbivory of
wild and domestic ungulates, recreation and development, a changing climate,
and lack of coordination at ownership/boundary lines. A key tenant across
natural resource fields today is multi-species management; in other words,
putting “systems thinking” to work. The Western Aspen Alliance (WAA)
advocates monitoring and collaboration as central practices for effective
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management in aspen communities. Cross-agency, cross-boundary, and cross-
discipline work will govern the future of sustainable aspen ecosystems. At the
global scale, we will briefly discuss how aspen practices discussed here are
being shared around the world under the “mega-conservation” banner. In sum,
the WAA encourages conservation practitioners to take advantage of this service
through participation, sound practice, and feedback. Pre-registration is
required! Plan to join the webinar 15 minutes early.

*July 29, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern time. New Product for Reducing
Southeast Forest Disturbance Risk and Recovery Time. (Sponsored by North
Carolina State University Extension Forestry) Speaker: Steven McNulty, Ph.D.
(USDA Professor, College of Natural Resources, North Carolina State
University and Director, Southeast Regional Climate Hub) Hurricanes’ winds
and associated storm surge are impacting coastal forests, while southern pine
beetle outbreaks and other disturbances are increasing across the region. The
USDA Southeast Regional Climate Hub (SERCH) has been established to
increase forest resiliency to these and other stresses. SERCH Director, Steven
McNulty will present tools and other products developed by SERCH to improve
southeast forest resilience to various disturbances. Pre-registration is not
required! CEU applied for: Georgia Master Timber Harvester - Continuing
Logger Ed. (GaMTH CLE) - 1 hour CLE - MTH Category B Credit; New York
Logger Training - Trained Logger Certification (NYLT-TLC) - .25 hour NYLT
TLC Credit; Society of American Foresters - Certified Forester Education (SAF-
CFE) - 1 hour Category 1 Credit . CEU available: Certificate of participation.
Plan to join the webinar 15 minutes early.

*July 30, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. Eastern time. Moving Forward with Pine-
Hardwood Mixed Stands — Reassessing a Forgotten Stand Type in the
Southeastern United States. (Sponsored by USDA Forest Service and
Mississippi State University) Speakers: Shaun Tanger (Mississippi State
University), David Clabo (University of Georgia), Don Greber (Mississippi
State University), William Gulsby (Auburn University), John Willis (U.S. Forest
Service), Brady Self (Mississippi State University), Mike Blazier (Louisiana
State University), Jason Gordon (University of Georgia), and Beau Brodbeck
(Auburn University) This webinar will discuss issues surrounding the
management of mixed pine-hardwood stands in the southeastern United States.
Experts from silviculture, forest economics, wildlife biology, and rural
sociology will be taking and asking questions in a panel discussion. The
audience is also invited to ask questions to our panel and provide insight into the
conversation. The objective is to discuss the potential opportunities mixed
stands provide, delve into the potential pitfalls of managing mixed stands,
highlight areas of current research, identify unknown issues surrounding
managing mixed stands, and answer questions from the audience. Pre-
registration is not required! CEU applied for: Georgia Master Timber Harvester
- Continuing Logger Ed. (GaMTH CLE) - 1 hour CLE - MTH Category B
Credit; New York Logger Training - Trained Logger Certification (NYLT-TLC)
-.25 hour NYLT TLC Credit; Society of American Foresters - Certified Forester
Education (SAF-CFE) - 1 hour Category 1 Credit . CEU available: Certificate of
participation. Plan to join the webinar 15 minutes early.
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* August 12, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern time. Asian Longhorned Beetle: A
New Invasive Tree Pest in South Carolina. (Sponsored by Southern Regional
Extension Forestry) Speaker: Dr. David Coyle. (Assistant Professor, Clemson
University) This webinar will cover the biology, identification and management
of Asian longhorned beetle. The Asian longhorned beetle is large (1-1'2” long)
with white spots and long antennae. This insect is native to China and Korea,
and was found in the U.S. in 1996. Established populations in the U.S. are found
in Massachusetts, New York, and Ohio, and a new infestation was recently
found in Charleston County, South Carolina. Beetles are often inadvertently
moved to new places in cut firewood. Adults lay eggs in many hardwood species
(especially maples), and larvae burrow into and develop in the wood and
cambium. Larval tunneling greatly reduces the tree’s strength, making infested
trees windthrow hazards. Adults chew perfectly round (~'4” diameter) holes
when they exit the tree. Trees infested with Asian longhorned beetle may show
unseasonable yellowing or dropping leaves, sap seeping from the bark, or dead
or dying branches. Pre-registration is not required! CEU available: Certificate of
participation. Plan to join the webinar 15 minutes early.

*Webinars offered by the U.S Forest Service Geospatial Technology and
Applications Center (GTAC) include three varieties. The lightning talks
(Lightning Talk) are very short presentations that will last approximately 15-30
minutes; they will focus on specific geoprocessing tasks and are designed to
provide concise and useful information in a very efficient manner. The
Awareness Sessions ( ) are designed to build your knowledge base on
the particular topic and enable you to further explore the technology with
realistic expectations. The Technical Training Webcasts (Technical) are
designed to provide you with the technical skills and tools to complete
geospatial tasks. The courses are also divided into five categories. The
categories are indicated after each web link in the list below as follows: GIS-
Desktop; GIS-Web; GIS-Mobile; Remote Sensing; and Data management.

All class registrations can be accessed via the CATALOG WEBPAGE.

Note: If you don’t have access to the Forest Service Intranet, the
registration links will not work. Please email what class you want
to take to (SMLFS.geotraining@usda.gov) and they will register you
manually.

o July 16,2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Introduction to
WebGIS Using ArcGIS Online (Technical - GIS-Web) Forest Service
Only This course covers the basics of using ArcGIS Online (AGOL).
Students will learn how to make a map in AGOL, how to work in groups,
what roles are, and then how to take a map offline to use in a mobile app
like collector. Finally we will create a web app to view our completed map.
The objectives of this course are to understand the role of ArcGIS Online
as a component of the US Forest Service’s implementation of web-based
services; and to gain an understanding of the administration of ArcGIS
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Online, publishing of map services, and the process to create web maps and
web applications that we can share with others.

July 22,2020 at 10:00am — 1:00 pm (Mountain Time). Forest Service
Geospatial Resources ( — Data Management) Forest
Service Only.

August 4-5, 2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS 10.5
— Quick Start (Technical - GIS-Desktop) Participants will learn to get
started using ArcGIS Desktop’s primary applications, ArcMap and
ArcCatalog. The course covers fundamental GIS concepts and basic
functionality to view and manipulate display properties. The hands-on
exercises teach basic viewing functionality and GIS data types and their
properties.

August 11, 2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcMap —
Editing in SDE (Technical - GIS-Desktop) Forest Service Only In a
multiuser editing environment, SDE is used to centrally store data and user
edits without duplicating data. Versioning allows you to avoid the creation
of redundant data while maintaining data snapshots and alternate views. In
this webinar, you learn basic concepts and Forest Service workflows of
versioning and techniques used to maintain database performance. This
course will provide an overview of ArcGIS SDE geodatabases and discuss
different methods of editing in a multi-user / SDE environment.

August 13, 2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Introduction
to WebGIS Using ArcGIS Online (Technical - GIS-Web) Forest
Service Only This course covers the basics of using ArcGIS Online
(AGOL). Students will learn how to make a map in AGOL, how to work in
groups, what roles are, and then how to take a map offline to use in a
mobile app like collector. Finally we will create a web app to view our
completed map. The objectives of this course are to understand the role of
ArcGIS Online as a component of the US Forest Service’s implementation
of web-based services; and to gain an understanding of the administration
of ArcGIS Online, publishing of map services, and the process to create
web maps and web applications that we can share with others.

August 19-20, 2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS
10.5 — Managing SDE Databases (Technical - GIS-Desktop) Forest
Service Only This course is intended for unit GIS Coordinators or SDE
Managers who are responsible for their ArcSDE Geodatabases. The class
covers the skills needed to manage ESRI ArcSDE geodatabases in the
Enterprise Data Center (VDC) and Natural Resource Management (NRM)
environments. Management includes loading data, coordinating access to
the data, assuring the database is maintained by analyzing, rebuilding
indexes and managing versions owned by other users. Users attending this
class must have knowledge of ESRI geodatabases, familiarity with editing
in a geodatabase and the responsibility for spatial data administration. If
these are your job duties, this course is for you.

August 25, 2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Collector for
ArcGIS in the Forest Service (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service
Only This introductory webinar covers GPS data collection using the




PUBLICATIONS

OF INTEREST

Collector app on a tablet or cell phone. The GIS data and online map setup
for Collector are also introduced.

August 26, 2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). ArcGIS Pro
for ArcMap Users (Technical - GIS-Desktop). Forest Service Only A
general understanding of GIS and a working knowledge of ArcGIS
Desktop is required. This course is designed as a crosswalk between
using ArcMap to ArcGIS Pro. This course provides a hands-on
introduction to participants of Pro’s new user interface and project
platform. Participants will walk through common workflows
previously performed in ArcMap/Catalog such as navigation, editing,
analysis, sharing, symbolizing, creating a layout, geoprocessing,
querying and importing maps and data.

August 27,2020 at 10:00am — 4:00pm (Mountain Time). Survey123
Form Creation (Technical - GIS-Mobile) Forest Service Only What is
Survey123? Part of the ESRI Geospatial Cloud, Survey123 for ArcGIS is a
complete, form-centric solution for creating, sharing, and analyzing
surveys. Use it to create smart forms with skip logic, defaults, and support
for multiple languages. Collect data via web or mobile devices, even when
disconnected from the Internet. Analyze results quickly, and upload data
securely for further analysis. This webinar introduces the Survey123 App
and the tools used to create forms. Come explore this data collection
workflow and see if it is the right tool for your project. The objective of
this course is to build and publish survey forms for use in the Survey123
field app. The Survey123 website and Survey 123 Connect for desktop will
be used to create simple smart forms with drop down lists.

*Webinars and other information from The National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine study, The Potential for Biotechnology to Address
Forest Health, are posted on the study web site. Visit the web site for more
information.

*Webinars and other information about Citizen Science and the U.S. Forest
Service are posted on the Citizen Science web site.. Visit the web site for more
information.

1.

Potter, K.M.; Conkling, B.L., eds. 2020. Forest Health Monitoring:
National Status, Trends, and Analysis, 2019. Gen. Tech. Rep. SRS-250.
Asheville, NC: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Southern
Research Station. 189 p. (https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/60380)
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Job
Opportunities

The U.S. Forest Service, Eastern Region (Region 9, State & Private Forestry,
Forest Health Protection Program, is conducting outreach for a permanent
full-time position for a GS-0434-12/13 Plant Pathologist. The official duty
station for the position is Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Note: you must be a United
States citizen to be eligible for this position. The Regional Plant Pathologist
develops and leads a coordinated response to pathogen detection, evaluation,
prevention and control in the forests of the Eastern Region. The incumbent
serves as the recognized expert, program authority, and principal advisor for the
Eastern Region’s plant pathology program. See the Outreach announcement
for details. Responsibilities include:

e Participates in the formulation and establishment of Regional policies,
programs, and standards for federally funded forest disease prevention,
suppression and restoration projects.

e Provides coordination and liaison between staff and federal/state/private
land managers regarding technical assistance, federally funded projects
and special projects needs to meet program objectives.

e Provides technical assistance concerning forest pathogens to land
managers. Documents technical assistance in written guidelines which are
incorporated into various resource project plans.

e Develops guidelines by identifying and determining the present amount of
damage caused, and exercises scientific judgment of a high order in
evaluating the actual or potential seriousness of the infestation. Where
reduction of insect/pathogen effects is desirable, develops current,
effective, environmentally safe, and economically sound forest health
protection management alternatives which are consistent with specific
land management objectives.

e Develops reports and publications such as insect and disease conditions,
forest pest leaflets, and other special publications to meet state, private,
and federal land managers’ needs and to meet national FHP reporting
requirements.

Outreach for the permanent position will be ongoing until the vacancy
announcement opens. Interested candidates are encouraged to contact Susan
Ellsworth, Director for Forest Health and Economics, at
susan.ellsworth@usda.gov by July 29, 2020. Responses to the outreach notice
will be used to determine how the permanent vacancy announcement will be
advertised, such as grade level(s) or whether the announcement will be open to
non-federal applicants. Outreach respondents will be notified directly when the
permanent vacancy announcement opens in USAJobs, which is especially
important if the vacancy announcement is open for a limited time.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsoutreach.gdcii.com%2F%3Fid%3DE44DB168FB3246D99C5C5D634C9C2303&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9815dde270d24318bb3708d7ee1f8ad1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637239692469262410&sdata=5XANgFv5F1eXdUanM%2FGbgj0YhNqoLm0n4ISH6acrH7g%3D&reserved=0
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orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.”

FOR MORE
FHM
INFORMATION

Visit the FHM homepage and Forest Health Assessment and Applied
Sciences or access both via the USDA Forest Service homepage
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