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WHAT’S NEW

The USDA Forest Service Research and Development invites you to read and subscribe to a monthly Newsletter featuring stories from the Washington Office and Research Stations. The monthly newsletter series contains articles about water, fish, wildlife, invasive species, climate change, and other topics that might be of interest to you and your colleagues. You can subscribe to the newsletter using this link.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS		(Items beginning with * indicate a new listing or new information)

November 2-6, 2016. Madison, WI. The 2016 Society of American Foresters (SAF) National Convention. The theme of the 2016 SAF National Convention is Our Transcontinental Land Ethic: Exploring the Differences that Unite Us. A call for oral and poster presentations is posted on the SAF web site. Presentation abstract submissions closed March 31, 2016. Poster abstract submissions closed September 30, 2016. See the conference web site for the full list of themes and topics for which scientific and technical session abstracts are invited. Travel information is also currently posted. Watch the website for updated information.


UPCOMING 
WEBINARS	(Items beginning with * indicate a new listing or new information)

 *Learn at Lunch Live Webinar: (Sponsored by the Utah State University Forestry Extension, Utah State University Botanical Center, Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, Euclid Timber Frames, and Method Studio)  Cross-laminated Timber, What’s all the Fuss About? Speakers: Darren McAvoy (Extension Assistant Professor of Forestry, Utah State University), Jerry Goodspeed (Director Kaysville Botanical Center), Steve Shrader (Euclid Timber Frames), and Joshua Greene and Jake Gines (Method Studio). In 2015, Utah State University was awarded a Wood Innovations Grant from the USDA Forest Service, which is currently funding the design process for the first-of-its-kind cross-laminated timber building in Utah. Cross-laminated timber has been making the news lately - its growing popularity has piqued the interest of builders, educators, scientists and consumers as an alternative to traditional building materials such as concrete, masonry and steel. Extension Assistant Professor, Darren McAvoy will discuss the impact that beetle-killed trees are having in the intermountain west, as well as the ecological benefits to utilizing these impacted trees. Utah State University Botanical Center Director, Jerry Goodspeed will introduce the vision for the cross-laminated timber building, as well as discuss the niche it will fill for the community (the building will be constructed at the USU Botanical Center in Kaysville). Euclid Timber CEO, Steve Shrader will offer his perspective on the market for this product, as well as discuss some of the hurdles he’s had to overcome with this new technology. Method Studio Architecture Firm will offer their take on this project (complete with a simulated fly-through of the building) from a design perspective and understand how they brought the vision for this unique structure to life. Please register for the webinar.  Zoom will send you a reminder email the day before, and 1 hour before the scheduled webinar. 1 CEU is available from the following organizations: International Society of Arboriculture, and Society of American Foresters. This webinar will be conducted at 12:30 p.m. (MDT) on October 4, 2016. To access this free webinar, visit the webinar information site for more details. Plan to access the site a few minutes early.
The Sustainable Forest Roundtable offers periodic webinars. For information about accessing past and future webinars, please visit the Webinar Portal for Sustainable Forests.
*Webinars offered by the U.S Forest Service Remote Sensing Applications Center (RSAC) include three varieties. The lightning talks (Lightning Talk) are very short presentations that will last approximately 15 minutes; they will focus on specific geoprocessing tasks and are designed to provide concise and useful information in a very efficient manner. The Awareness Sessions (Awareness) are designed to build your knowledge base on the particular topic and enable you to further explore the technology with realistic expectations. The Technical Training Webcasts (Technical) are designed to provide you with the technical skills and tools to complete remote sensing geoprocessing tasks. Note: If you don’t have access to the Forest Service Intranet, the registration links will not work. Please email Abigail Schaaf (aschaaf@fs.fed.us) directly to make accommodations.

· Overview of Lidar Technology and FUSION Software – (Awareness) The objective of this awareness session is to provide participants with an overview of lidar and its application in regards to different resource areas within the USDA Forest Service. In addition, we will perform a brief demonstration with lidar point clouds (las files) in FUSION software to expose participants to the logic behind lidar datasets and provide a glimpse into FUSION’s capabilities for visualizing and extracting information from raw lidar point clouds. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Mountain Time) on October 11 , 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Using NAIP Imagery for Resource Applications – (Awareness) This 1-hour awareness session focuses on describing characteristics common to NAIP imagery, and providing some guidelines and examples for using NAIP imagery in resource applications. We will cover the types of NAIP image products available, where and how you can acquire them, and how you can use NAIP imagery in some of your own resource projects will also be described. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 11:00am (Mountain Time) on October 13, 2016.  Click here to register or for additional information. 
· Google Earth Engine (GEE) Awareness - (Awareness) Google Earth Engine is a cloud-based geospatial processing platform for executing large-scale environmental data analysis, including detecting deforestation, classifying land cover, viewing elevation data, or downloading imagery. This session includes a brief presentation on Google Earth Engine’s structure (the public data catalog, cloud-based computation engine, and two interactive development platforms) and examples of USFS applications of the software. This will be followed by a demonstration in each of the available platforms to access Earth Engine – Explorer and Code Editor. You’ll get a brief introduction on how to access data, the kinds of spatial analyses you can execute, and how to export results. This webinar awareness session will be conducted from 10:00am – 11:30am (Mountain Time) on October 19, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· FUSION – Software for Lidar Data Analysis and Visualization - (Technical) FUSION is a lidar visualization and analysis software suite developed by the Silviculture and Forest Models Team of the Pacific Northwest Research Station. FUSION is readily installed and will run on corporate hardware. This course is designed to assist users in understanding their lidar data through display, visualization and interactive measurements. Ultimately you will learn how to extract GIS layers from the raw lidar data (point clouds) that can be easily integrated into your everyday geospatial workflows. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on October 20, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Photogrammetrically Derived Point Clouds (Phodar) (what is it and how does it compare to lidar?) – (Awareness) Lidar is an established technology that can provide users with unique 3D data for large landscapes, however it can often be prohibitively expensive. Photogrammetrically Derived Point Clouds (phodar) is an emerging technique/technology that has the potential to provide some of the same information that lidar does, but at a lower cost. This awareness will provide an overview of both technologies and specifically address the current status of phodar and what its limitations and strengths are in relation to lidar. In addition several case studies will be shared that have recently tested the capabilities of phodar in the Forest Service. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Mountain Time) on October 26, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Introduction to Google Earth Engine (GEE) Explorer – (Technical) This one-day introductory webinar introduces Google Earth Engine and guides participants through the process of mapping changes in land cover. Google Earth Engine is a cloud-based geospatial processing platform for executing large-scale environmental data analysis, such as detecting deforestation or fire mapping. Users can access Earth Engine in one of two platforms, the point and click interface called Explorer or the scripting interface called Code Editor. During this session, we will be working with Explorer, the point and click interface (Note: there is an advanced session on December 6 that focuses on the Code Editor interface). At the end of the session, you’ll learn and practice how to access public data, conduct a simple spatial analysis, save and share your workspace, and export results. This session will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on November 3, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Integrating Digital 3D Imagery into Your Geospatial Workflows – (Technical) This course will introduce the basic characteristics of photos that allow for stereo viewing, and demonstrate how to use digital 3D imagery in USFS corporate software (Summit Evolution and ArcMap 10.2 or later) for estimating tree heights and digitizing features with elevation information. Note that no special equipment is required, as you will be able to view imagery in stereo on any computer monitor. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on November 15, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Sentinel Satellites – (Awareness) The European Space Agency (ESA) has developed a new family of satellites called the Sentinel Satellites. Each of these satellites are designed with specific objectives in mind. This awareness session will review the Sentinel program and focus specifically on the first two Sentinel Satellites and how they may be used in forest applications. The data from these satellites is being provided for free and may be of great use. Sentinel 1 is a radar imaging satellite and Sentinel 2 is a multi-spectral sensor very similar to the Landsat satellites. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Mountain Time) on November 17, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· The Terrestrial Ecological Unit Inventory (TEUI) - (Technical) The Geospatial Toolkit v5.1 is an ArcGIS 10.0 and above extension used to stratify landscapes and analyze environmental characteristics with geospatial data. In this course you will learn the basics of using TEUI to access geospatial data, generate statistics and visualize them with graphs and tables, design a sampling scheme, and characterize map units. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm (Mountain Time) on December 1, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.  
· Google Earth Engine (GEE): Fundamentals of JavaScript and the Code Editor Platform - (Technical) This one-day technical webinar introduces Google Earth Engine and JavaScript. The instructor will guide participants in the design of a script to create fire severity map products and summary tables using the Rapid Assessment of Vegetation Condition after Wildfire (RAVG) modeling protocols. Google Earth Engine is a cloud-based geospatial processing platform for executing large-scale environmental data analysis, such as detecting deforestation or fire mapping. Users can access Earth Engine in one of two platforms, the point and click interface called Explorer or the scripting interface called Code Editor. During this session, we will be working with the Code Editor. At the end of the session, you’ll learn and practice how to design a processing script in the JavaScript programming language, access public data, conduct spatial and non-spatial analyses, save and share your workspace, and export results. This technical webinar session will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on December 6, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Using FUSION for Large Lidar Acquisition Processing – (Technical) The objective of this webinar is to provide an overview of batch processing workflows designed to create seamless data products (3D canopy structure derivatives) from large lidar acquisitions. The webinar will also include customized workflows and consultation based on participants own lidar datasets and project objectives. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on December 8, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information. 
Job  
Opportunities

The U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station, Resource Monitoring & Assessment Program in Anchorage, Alaska Program anticipates filling a Permanent Full-Time Supervisory Biological Scientist, Quality Assurance Coordinator, GS-0401-11. The incumbent will be based in Anchorage, AK and will function as the QA Coordinator with primary responsibility of managing the AFSL FIA QA program for 3 regional data collection units: Coastal Alaska, Interior Alaska, and Pacific Islands. The QA Coordinator reports directly to the Alaska Data Collection Team Leader, and is a supervisory position. Managing the AFSL FIA QA program will include developing data collection techniques, oversight of pre-field preparation and post-field data processing, planning, staffing, logistics, managing field and aviation operations, and assuring quality of data collected in statewide multi-resource inventories. The majority of the work will be performed in an office setting at the Anchorage Forestry Sciences Lab. Up to 2 to 4 months of the year will be performing field work requiring travel to remote areas of Coastal Alaska, Interior Alaska and Hawaii and US affiliated Pacific Islands. Field work involves backpacking, working in steep brushy terrain, and often cold/hot, rainy and inclement weather. The incumbent may be required to carry a 50lb pack daily when in the field. Excellent physical conditioning is absolutely essential. Part of this work will require working and living in tight quarters on a marine research vessel, in remote field camps, flying in small aircraft, traveling by skiff, potentially operating ATV’s, and carrying a firearm for bear protection. Positions with FIA in Alaska and the Pacific Islands are adventurous, challenging, and rewarding. The terrain encountered while flying, hiking, and working can be immensely spectacular, but it can also be very physically and mentally challenging. Physical fitness, willingness to work long hours in close quarters, and flexibility to changing situations are key qualities for success. The purpose of this outreach notice is to inform prospective applicants of these upcoming opportunities, determine the potential applicant pool, and establish the appropriate recruitment method and area of consideration for the vacancy announcement. This outreach may also be used to identify possible candidates for non-competitive consideration. Responses and resumes received from this outreach notice will be relied upon to make these determinations. Please respond to this notice by completing the attached form (attached to this Update as attachment 1) and returning it to Dan Irvine, Coastal Alaska Data Collection Coordinator at danielirvine@fs.fed.us. Please use the subject line “Quality Assurance Coordinator Outreach” corresponding to the position and respond by close of business on October 14th, 2016. You are highly encouraged to include your resume tailored for this opportunity. This is a pre-announcement only. When the position is advertised, the announcement will be posted on the USA Jobs web site. The announcement will contain all of the information you need to apply for the position. To be considered, applicants must be U.S. citizens. Those desiring further information about the position may inquire via the email listed above.  USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity Provider and Employer.
The U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station, Resource Monitoring & Assessment Program in Anchorage, Alaska Program anticipates filling a Permanent Full-Time Supervisory Biological Scientist, Coastal Alaska Assistant Coordinator, GS-0401-7/9. The incumbent will be based in Anchorage, AK and will function as an assistant to the Coastal Alaska Coordinator. This position reports directly to the Coastal Alaska Coordinator and is a supervisory position. The primary responsibilities of this position are field season planning and coordinating daily logistics, hiring seasonal staff, training seasonal field staff on data collection protocol, supervising seasonal employees, managing field and aviation operations, and collaborating with partners, stakeholders, and land owners. The majority of the work will be performed in the Anchorage Forestry Sciences Lab. Approximately 2 to 4 months of the year will be performing field work requiring travel to remote areas of Coastal Alaska, with potential for additional fieldwork in Interior Alaska, Hawaii and US affiliated Pacific Islands. Field work involves backpacking, working in steep brushy terrain, and often cold/hot, rainy and inclement weather. The incumbent may be required to carry a 50lb pack daily when in the field. Excellent physical conditioning is absolutely essential. Part of this work will require working and living in tight quarters on a marine research vessel, in remote field camps, flying in small aircraft, traveling by skiff, potentially operating ATV’s, and carrying a firearm for bear protection. Candidates possessing aviation experience are desired. Positions with FIA in Alaska are adventurous, challenging, and rewarding. The terrain encountered while flying, hiking, and working can be immensely spectacular, but it can also be very physically and mentally challenging. Physical fitness, willingness to work long hours in close quarters, and flexibility to changing situations are key qualities for success. The purpose of this outreach notice is to inform prospective applicants of these upcoming opportunities, determine the potential applicant pool, and establish the appropriate recruitment method and area of consideration for the vacancy announcement. This outreach may also be used to identify possible candidates for non-competitive consideration. Responses and resumes received from this outreach notice will be relied upon to make these determinations. Please respond to this notice by completing the attached form (attached to this Update as attachment 2) and returning it to Dan Irvine, Coastal Alaska Data Collection Coordinator at danielirvine@fs.fed.us. Please use the subject line “Coastal Alaska Assistant Coordinator Outreach” corresponding to the position and respond by close of business on October 14th, 2016. You are highly encouraged to include your resume tailored for this opportunity. This is a pre-announcement only. When the position is advertised, the announcement will be posted on the USA Jobs web site. The announcement will contain all of the information you need to apply for the position. To be considered, applicants must be U.S. citizens. Those desiring further information about the position may inquire via the email listed above.  USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity Provider and Employer.

FOR MORE
FHM
INFORMATION

Visit the FHM homepage and the Forest Health Portal 
or access both via the USDA Forest Service homepage
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OUTREACH NOTICE RESPONSE FORM 
Supervisory Biological Scientist 
GS-0401-11
Forest Inventory & Analysis Quality Assurance Coordinator
PNW Research Station, Resource Monitoring and Assessment Program
Forest Inventory and Analysis
Anchorage, Alaska

PLEASE REPLY BY October 14, 2016
If you are interested in this position and want to receive a notice when the Vacancy Announcement is posted, please complete this form and send it, along with a resume, to: Dan Irvine, danielirvine@fs.fed.us or mail to 161 East 1st Street, Door 8, Anchorage, AK, 99501. Electronic submissions are preferred.  This position will be advertised on the OPM USAJobs website www.usajobs.gov.

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  ________________________________________________________

If you are currently employed by the Federal Government:

WHAT AGENCY ARE YOU EMPLOYED BY: __________________________________

TYPE OF APPOINTMENT:  PERMANENT______TEMPORARY______TERM______OTHER______

		OTHER Describe: _____________________________________________________________

If employed by the Forest Service: 

CURRENT REGION/FOREST/DISTRICT/STATION? ___________________________________________

CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE: ___________________________________________________________

CURRENT POSITION TITLE: _______________________________________________________________

If you are not currently a Federal Employee:

CURRENT EMPLOYER: ____________________________________________________________________

Current Position: ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you eligible for appointment under any of the following special authorities?
	
	Former Peace Corps
	
	Veteran’s Employment Opportunities Act of 1998

	
	Person with Disabilities
	
	Veteran’s Recruitment Act

	
	Pathways Program
	
	Reinstatement Eligibility

	
	Veteran with 30% Compensable Disability
	
	Other________________________________


Attachment 1


[image: E:\Doc\Pix\PNW_FIA_IMAGE_DB\Logos\usda-color.jpg][image: E:\Doc\Pix\BlackShield.gif]
OUTREACH NOTICE RESPONSE FORM 
Supervisory Biological Scientist 
GS-0401-07/09
Coastal Alaska Assistant Coordinator
PNW Research Station, Resource Monitoring and Assessment Program
Forest Inventory and Analysis
Anchorage, Alaska

PLEASE REPLY BY October 14, 2016
If you are interested in this position and want to receive a notice when the Vacancy Announcement is posted, please complete this form and send it, along with a resume, to: Dan Irvine, danielirvine@fs.fed.us or mail to 161 East 1st Street, Door 8, Anchorage, AK, 99501. Electronic submissions are preferred.  This position will be advertised on the OPM USAJobs website www.usajobs.gov.

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  ______________________________________________________________________

If you are currently employed by the Federal Government:

WHAT AGENCY ARE YOU EMPLOYED BY: __________________________________

TYPE OF APPOINTMENT:  PERMANENT______TEMPORARY______TERM______OTHER______

		OTHER Describe: _____________________________________________________________

If employed by the Forest Service: 

CURRENT REGION/FOREST/DISTRICT/STATION? ___________________________________________

CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE: ___________________________________________________________

CURRENT POSITION TITLE: _______________________________________________________________

If you are not currently a Federal Employee:

CURRENT EMPLOYER: ____________________________________________________________________

Current Position: ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you eligible for appointment under any of the following special authorities?
	     
	Former Peace Corps
	
	Veteran’s Employment Opportunities Act of 1998

	
	Person with Disabilities
	
	Veteran’s Recruitment Act

	
	Pathways Program
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	Veteran with 30% Compensable Disability
	
	Other________________________________
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