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The U.S. Forest Service Region 6 welcomes Robbie Flowers as the new entomologist for the Forest Health Protection Central Oregon Service Center in Bend, OR. Robbie was an entomologist for R6 Forest Health Protection in the Regional Office for the last year and a half, and was the State entomologist for the Oregon Department of Forestry for the previous eight years.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS		(Items beginning with * indicate a new listing or new information)

April 26-28, 2016. Denver, CO. The Collaborative Restoration Workshop: Working Towards Resilient Landscapes and Communities. This workshop is sponsored by the National Forest Foundation (NFF) with the U.S. Forest Service as a major sponsor. The target audience is approximately 300 restoration practitioners, including FS employees, other federal agencies, state forestry, tribal, and other partners who are planning, implementing, and monitoring restoration efforts on-the-ground. The workshop will be organized around five “tracks”: Planning for Restoration; Integrating Science and Action; Community Engagement; Partnerships, and Collaboration; Implementation; and Monitoring to Guide Change, in addition to plenary sessions on the future of collaborative restoration. By bringing together Forest Service staff and partners, the event aims to enhance the outcomes of existing restoration efforts, learn from experience to achieve more effective and efficient planning and implementation, strategize for future challenges, and build relationships and networks that will last beyond the workshop. Complete information is available on the conference web site. Register by March 15, 2016 to receive a discounted rate.  You may also contact Emily Olsen at the National Forest Foundation – eolsen@nationalforests.org. To be added to the Forest Service email update list for the workshop, contact Susan Cook-Patton at susancookpatton@fs.fed.us.  
*May 9-13, 2016. Sitka, AK. 64th Western International Forest Disease Work Conference (WIFDWC). This meeting is generally a gathering of forest pathologists and forest health specialists from the western United States and Canada. Fieldtrips and special panels are both important components of the meeting, as well as committee meetings on specific pathology topics (mistletoes, climate change, rusts, twig and foliage diseases, hazard trees, root diseases, and nursery diseases).The planning committee is working on the agenda. Among other topics, panels are likely to focus on boreal forest health and forest declines. Please see the conference website at this address for information about lodging, travel arrangements, contributed papers and posters, graduate student introductions and presentations, field trips planned for before and during the meeting, and Meeting Management deadlines for FS participants. If you have registered or plan to register, please let Robin Mulvey (rlmulvey@fs.fed.us) know if you have special dietary needs/restrictions so that we can plan accordingly. If you plan to participate in the Pre-Meeting Field Trips on Monday May 9th, let Robin know your preferences. Dorm rooms are still available for the meeting, and may be able to accommodate folks the weekend before or after the meeting at the same rate. Fill in these details with your Housing Request Form or contact the Sitka Fine Arts Camp. Presenters, please see the agenda on the WIFDWC website. A reminder to please let Harry Kope (Harry.Kope@gov.bc.ca) know your title if you have not already. The agenda will be updated on the website once we have more titles.
May 16-19, 2016. Chicago, IL. Gene Conservation of Tree Species: Banking on the Future. The USDA Forest Service is sponsoring a workshop that will bring together a mix of land managers, conservation and restoration practitioners, researchers, and non-governmental organizations who share the goal of conserving tree species. The workshop will include invited and contributed presentations and posters, and a field trip hosted by The Morton Arboretum. The submission deadline for poster presentation abstracts is March 14, 2016. For complete information including registration and lodging deadlines, visit the workshop website.
June 14-17, 2016. Flagstaff, AZ. The 2016 World Conference on Natural Resource Modeling. The theme of the conference is Quantitative Modeling of Managing Natural Resources in an Era of Climate Change. Researchers from a variety of disciplines such as ecology, economics, mathematics, fisheries, and forestry will meet to share ideas and develop options for solving complex problems of the environment. The deadline for submitting abstracts is April 15, 2016. The deadline for early registration is May 15, 2016. For complete information about the conference, visit the conference web site.
June 21-23, 2016. San Francisco, CA. Sixth Sudden Oak Death Science Symposium: Biosecurity, Plant Trade, and Native Habitats. The Sixth Sudden Oak Death Science Symposium brings together scientists and practitioners from throughout the world working on Phytophthora plant pathogens in wildlands and nurseries. The meeting will provide a scientific update on the state of our knowledge about Phytophthoras and associated diseases in urban and wildland forests as well as nurseries, landscapes, and restoration areas. This conference reflects widening concerns related to Phytophthora species in U.S. wildlands and the potential for spread from native and ornamental plant production facilities to restoration sites and adjacent lands. Phytophthora ramorum, cause of sudden oak death and other plant diseases, has killed millions of tanoak and coast live oak trees along the Pacific Coast and forced the removal of millions of Japanese larch trees in the U.K. The pathogen was inadvertently introduced to both North America and Europe on ornamental nursery stock and is a quarantined pest in over 65 countries. In California, the first U.S. detection of P. tentaculata in native plant nurseries and on outplanted restoration plants has heighted concern over other Phytophthora species in endemic plant and animal habitats. This meeting will expand the concept of the Sudden Oak Death Science Symposiums, with presentations on sudden oak death research and management progress since the Fifth Sudden Oak Death Science Symposium (June 2012, Petaluma) as well as other nursery and wildland Phytophthora issues. A call for abstracts of proposed papers or posters to be submitted by January 29, 2016 was posted on the conference web site. Symposium proceedings will be produced. Speakers are requested to provide manuscripts; extended abstracts will be accepted. Complete instructions for paper preparation will be sent out with abstract acceptance notifications. Submissions should focus on one of the following areas addressing Sudden Oak Death/P. ramorum or Phytophthora spp. in native habitats, restoration areas and wildlands: biology and pathology; organisms associated with Phytophthoras; ecology; economic, social, and environmental impacts; modeling and risk assessment; management and control strategies; monitoring; arboriculture and urban forestry; nursery management; policy; or other related topics. Applicants will be notified by March 11, 2016 as to the acceptance of their submission. For more information, see the conference web site.
November 2-6, 2016. Madison, WI. The 2016 Society of American Foresters (SAF) National Convention. The theme of the 2016 SAF National Convention is Our Transcontinental Land Ethic: Exploring the Differences that Unite Us. A call for oral and poster presentations is posted on the SAF web site. Presentation abstract submissions closed March 31, 2016. Poster abstract submissions will close September 30, 2016. See the conference web site for the full list of themes and topics for which scientific and technical session abstracts are invited. Travel information is also currently posted. What the website for updated information.

UPCOMING 
WEBINARS	(Items beginning with * indicate a new listing or new information)

*Learn at Lunch Live Webinar: Options for Reducing Wood Smoke. (Sponsored by the Utah State University Forestry Extension, and Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, & State Lands) Speakers: Part 1 – Tara Bal (Research Assistant Professor and Master of Forestry Degree Program Director, School of Forest Resources and Environmental Science, Michigan Technological University) and Part 2 – Kevin Krasnow, Research Faculty, Teton Science School). Part 1 of the webinar will cover the topic Investigating Maple Dieback and Decline in Michigan. Part 2 of the webinar will cover the topic Evolving Paradigms of Aspen Ecology and Management. No registration is required! 1 CEU is available from the following organizations: International Society of Arboriculture, and Society of American Foresters. This webinar will be conducted at 12:00 p.m. (MT) on April 19, 2016. To access this free webinar, visit the webinar information site for more details. Plan to access the site a few minutes early.
The Sustainable Forest Roundtable offers periodic webinars. For information about accessing past and future webinars, please visit the Webinar Portal for Sustainable Forests. 
*Webinars offered by the U.S Forest Service Remote Sensing Applications Center (RSAC) include three varieties. The lightning talks (Lightning Talk) are very short presentations that will last approximately 15 minutes; they will focus on specific geoprocessing tasks and are designed to provide concise and useful information in a very efficient manner. The Awareness Sessions (Awareness) are designed to build your knowledge base on the particular topic and enable you to further explore the technology with realistic expectations. The Technical Training Webcasts (Technical) are designed to provide you with the technical skills and tools to complete remote sensing geoprocessing tasks. Note: If you don’t have access to the Forest Service Intranet, the registration links will not work. Please email Abigail Schaaf (aschaaf@fs.fed.us) to make accommodations.
· Google Earth Engine (GEE): Fundamentals of JavaScript and the Code Editor Platform - (Technical) This one-day introductory webinar introduces Google Earth Engine and JavaScript, and guides participants in the design of a script to create fire severity map products and summary tables using the Rapid Assessment of Vegetation Condition after Wildfire (RAVG) modeling protocols. Google Earth Engine is a cloud-based geospatial processing platform for executing large-scale environmental data analysis, such as detecting deforestation or fire mapping. Users can access Earth Engine in one of two platforms, the point and click interface called Explorer or the scripting interface called Code Editor. During this session, we will be working with the Code Editor. At the end of the session, you’ll learn and practice how to design a processing script in the JavaScript programming language, access public data, conduct spatial and non-spatial analyses, save and share your workspace, and export results. This webinar awareness session will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on April 14th, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Improving Communication and Data Sharing with Google Earth  – (Technical) This webinar seeks to demonstrate the ways in which Google Earth can be used to: (1) improve communication between cooperators; (2) facilitate data sharing (for those without access to commonly used GIS software, such as ArcGIS); and (3) perform basic GIS/RS tasks. The morning session will focus on an overview of the Google Earth environment and its basic functionality, while the afternoon will focus on live demonstrations that address specific tips, techniques, and tasks. This course is targeted for both those without any previous GIS experience and those with stronger backgrounds -- participants may choose to skip the morning session if they are already comfortable using Google Earth. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on April 19th, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· 3D Digital Image Viewing with Summit Evolution – (Technical) This half-day course is an introduction to using the new FS Enterprise 3D Digital Imagery viewing software: Summit Evolution. You will be shown the features of this software, how to load block files and navigate the imagery, and how to use it in conjunction with ArcMap to digitize. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 1:00pm (Mountain Time) on April 21st, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Introduction to Python for Geoprocessing - (Technical) The objective of this one-day introductory workshop is to help participants get started scripting in Python to streamline their geospatial workflows.  The course will introduce fundamental concepts and explore a variety of Python data structures, methods, applications and resources.  Participants will have the opportunity to apply their knowledge in a set of technical exercises representing simple GIS workflows using arcpy with an emphasis on raster geoprocessing.  This webinar will be conducted from 10:00am – 4:00pm (Mountain Time) on May 3rd, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information.
· Discrete Feature Mapping – (Awareness) This 1-hour awareness session focuses on how to map discrete features such as trees, water bodies, burn scars, structures, etc. The presentation will explain the factors that determine the likelihood of successfully mapping your discrete features-of-interest before investing time and money in the actual mapping effort. Several case studies of mapping efforts that were successful and unsuccessful will also be presented. This webinar will be conducted from 10:00 am – 11:00 am (Mountain Time) on May 5th, 2016. Click here to register or for additional information. Click here to register or for additional information.

Job  
Opportunities

The U.S. Forest Service, Southern Research Station intends to advertise four Forester positions to be located in the state of Louisiana. Duty station locales considered will include Ruston, Pineville and Hammond. The positions will be within Data Acquisition in the Southern Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Research Work Unit. After a training period and successful field certification, the incumbent will be part of a two person crew that will travel and work independently, measuring field plots across all land ownerships.  The crew will be responsible for contacting landowners for access; permission, interpretation of the field procedures manual, data accuracy, equipment and safety.  The crew uses maps, aerial photos and GPS units to navigate to and find plot locations. Some of the inventory measurements collected include: 
· tree/sapling/seedling (species, diameter, length, defect, insect & disease, damage, etc.) 
· invasive vegetation (tree, shrub, herb, grass species and percent cover, etc.) 
· site index and site attributes (site tree selection, slope, aspect, topographic position, distance to water, etc.) 
· miscellaneous (GPS coordinates, standing dead tree measurements, mortality estimates, site disturbances, etc.)
· down woody material (line transects, litter depth, and fuels measurement, etc.) 
For a more comprehensive look of items and measurements collected, you can go to the Southern FIA web site. Work is performed throughout the year and often in inclement weather (cold, heat, rain, and/or snow). Work is often performed on rugged, steep and/or brushy slopes; in thickly vegetated areas comprised of blackberry, greenbrier, Chinese privet, yaupon as well as other vines and shrubs; and in wetland areas that are prominent in the southern coastal Atlantic and Gulf regions. Exposure to hazards such as poison oak/ivy, insects and reptiles is extremely common. Significant amounts of on-trail and off-trail hiking, while carrying the required field equipment to complete the work, is required. A large portion of the work involves the use of motor boats for transportation to the work area.  Excellent physical condition and the ability to swim is essential. The incumbent can expect to travel at least 25 to 50% during a given year that requires overnight travel; however, the amount of overnight travel may vary depending on state completion rates and areas being worked.  Lodging is generally in motel/hotels.  On occasion, the field staff is required to work in other states in the region to fulfill the unit mission and/or other studies. Upon starting the position, the incumbent should be prepared to incur overnight travel expenses before receiving their first paycheck (usually within 3 weeks of hire date) and before the first travel reimbursement can be processed (up to 3 to 4 weeks from hire date). If this will be a hardship for the incumbent, the hiring official and/or supervisor must be informed so contingencies can be planned to mitigate expenses. This is just a pre-announcement.  When the position is advertised, the announcement will be posted on the Office of Personnel Management web site. The announcement will contain all of the information you need to apply for the position. There are many factors as to how soon the announcement can be posted, but August/ September 2015 would be proposed date for the announcement. For more information:  Contact Ryan S. David, Supervisory Forester, at ryandavid@fs.fed.us; in regards to the Louisiana positions. Anyone interested in further information or in receiving a copy of the vacancy announcement when it opens is advised to complete the Outreach Response Form attached to this Update as Attachment 1. USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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FOR MORE
FHM
INFORMATION

Visit the FHM homepage and the Forest Health Portal 
or access both via the USDA Forest Service homepage







Outreach Response Form
US Forest Service
Southern Research Station

I am interested in the position and will call the contact person, in addition to checking http://www.usajobs.opm.gov for the position announcement.

Position Title/Series/Grade:  Forester (0460) GS-5/7/9
	Louisiana Locations:
	Location Preference (please check or rank)

	Hammond
	

	Pineville
	

	Ruston
	



	Personal Information

	Date
	

	Name
	

	Street Address
	

	City, State, ZIP
	

	Telephone
	

	E-mail
	



	
	Yes/No

	Current Federal Employee
	

	Prior FIA Experience
	



	Most Current Federal Experience

	Title
	

	Series
	

	Grade
	

	Location
	



Briefly state why you are interested in this position:




Interested applicants should return this form to:

Ryan S David, Supervisory Forester
E-mail:  ryandavid@fs.fed.us
Phone:  (828)545-0390 

If reply is by E-mail, please enter FIA 460 Outreach Field in the subject line.  Thank you for your interest in employment with the Southern Research Station.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer
