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Aerial Application Safety Committee (AASC) 
Statement of Purpose 

January 1, 2018 

Purpose: 

To function as a committee of state, federal, industry, and other forest health specialists 
providing technical input to cooperating resource professionals regarding issues of aerial 
application safety, efficiency and effectiveness in state and federal forest health aerial 
application projects. 

Goals: 
1. Promote a positive safety culture by applying components of Safety Management 

Systems in cooperative aerial application-related activities. 
2. Provide information and technical assistance to local, state and federal program 

managers and their staff to ensure safe, effective aerial application projects. 
3. Develop and help provide aerial application management and safety training 

programs. 

Membership: 

Membership consists of a voluntary group of interested parties; selection is made by 
consensus among current AASC members. Diverse membership is welcome from: 

• State and federal employees involved in aerial application programs or projects 
• Aviation, operations, and safety managers 
• Aerial application operators/vendors 
• Pesticide manufacturers' representative 
• Technical specialists 

Group Chair: 

The Chair shall serve a two-year term. The Chair of the committee is appointed by the 
NGMMB Chair. 

The Group will be empowered for five years with a review of its Statement of Purpose and 
subsequent endorsements at the end of the fourth year. 



AASG Activities: 

1. Facilitate improved aviation safety awareness and culture across Departments of 
Forestry, Agriculture, and Natural Resource agencies involved in aerial application of 
pesticides and aircraft operations. 

2. Contact local and states agencies new to aerial application projects for support and 
mentoring. 

3. Distribute safety and technical information to application cooperators. 
4. Work indirectly through various working groups/councils and directly with partner 

organizations (also see "Purpose" above), e.g.: 
a. Department of Homeland Security, US Customs and Border Protection 
b. Federal Aviation Administration and National Transportation Safety Board 
c. Department of Interior (various Bureaus and Office of Aircraft Services) 
d. lnteragency Aviation Training Steering, Subcommittee of the National Wildfire 

Coordination Group 
e. USFS National Aviation Safety Council, Fire and Aviation Management 
f. USFS Unmanned Aircraft Advisory Group 
g. USFS Forest Health Protection (FHP) Washington Office, Regional/Area 

Directors and Unit Aviation Officers 
h. International Programs (Canadian Ministry of Forestry, National Forestry 

Commission of Mexico, etc.) 
i. USFS Pesticide Use Coordinators and pest working groups 
j. Department of Defense 
k. Department of Energy 
I. Multiple government and academic research programs, private industry and 

professional associations 
m. National Gypsy Moth Management Board 
n. Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread Foundation 
o. National Plant Board 
p. National Association of State Foresters 

The AASC operates with formal oversight as a committee under the National Gypsy Moth 
Management Board. 

Chair Date 
Aerial Application Safety Committee 

Chair 
National Gypsy Moth Management Board 

Attachments: 
Endorsement Letters 
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Aerial Application Safety Group Members - April 6, 2017 

STATE 
David Adkins 
(Chairman- 2017) 

Ohio Dept. of Ag david.adkins@agri.ohio.gov 

Donald Eggen Pennsvlvania DCNR deggen@state.pa.us 
Nick Clemens Wisconsin Deot. of Ag nick.clemens@wisconsin.gov.aov 
Kimberlv Thielen Cremers Minnesota Deot. of Ag kimberlv. kimberly.tcremers@state.mn.us 
Scott Schirmer Illinois Deot. of Ag scott.schirmer@illinois.aov 

FEDERAL 
Dan Zimmerman USDA FS, NA 

State & Private Forestry 
Aviation Manager 

dzimmerman@fs.fed.usfed. us 

Jeff Mai USDA FS FHP 
Nat. Aviation Safety 
Manager 

jmai@fs.fed.us 

Chris Hayes USDA FS FHP (East) cjhayes@fs.fed.usfed. us 
John Anhold USDA FS FHP (West) ianhold@fs.fed.us 
Marc Roberts USDA FS FHP 

(St. Paul, MN) 
mroberts02@fs.fed.us 

Chad Wetzel USDA APHIS/PPQ (Illinois) chad. w. chad.w.wetzel@aphis.usda.gov 

INDUSTRY 
Dean Solum Airborne Custom Spraying dsolum@rrv.net 
Mike Schiffer Al's Aerial Soravina mike502b@aol.com 

Endorsement Letters 


