Aerial Survey Working Group Meeting Report
January 19-20, 2005
Tucson, Arizona

The annual ASWG meeting was hosted by Bobbe Fitzgibbon in Tucson, Arizona on the above dates.  The group thanks Bobbe for her work to provide an excellent facility for the meeting.  

In attendance were:

Larry Meyer

R-1 FHP

Rusty Rhea

R-8 FHP

Erik Johnson

R-2 FHP

Jim Compton

R-8 FHP

Al Dymerski

R-2 FHP

Chris Steiner

R-8 FHP

Bobbe Fitzgibbon
R-3 FHP

Walt Salazar

R-8 FHP

Kathy Matthews
R-4 FHP

Carol Scott

R-8 FHP

Bill Woodruff

R-5 FHP

Marc Roberts

NA FHP

Zack Heath

R-5 FHP

Rob Whiteman
NA FHP

Dave Bridgwater
R-6 FHP

Bill Frament

NA FHP

Dustin Wittwer
R-10 FHP

Les Koch

WY

Kevin Carlin

PA


David Beckman
ID

Tim McConnell
WO FHP

Larry Hindman
R-3 Aviation

The meeting was held the week of Martin Luther King Jr. holiday in the hopes that the ASWG meeting would not conflict with other meetings.  Alas, there were several other meetings that same week. Note:  The 2006 ASWG meeting will be held the same week and hosted by Rusty Rhea at a location in the Southern Region to be named later.  

The ASWG would like to thank Larry Hindman, Southwest Region, Regional Aviation Safety Manager, for speaking to the group on System Safety, FY 2004 Aviation Accident/Incident Review and Automated flight Following.

The four key recommendations that came from the ASWG meeting:

1. Full implementation of the Forest Service sponsored Automated Flight Following (AFF) for all FHP aerial surveys and photo missions.  Currently, approximately 50% of FHP flights use AFF for their flight following.  Information for procurement is available at the AFF website:  https://www.aff.gov/
2. Ensure that each FHP Aviation Program (Regional/Area) has an Aviation Management Plan that is tiered to their respective Regional Aviation Management Plan.  Currently, approximately 80% do have completed aviation management plans.

3. Develop and complete by 2006 a FHP Aerial Survey Operations Guide that provides national aviation policy and procedures standards across Regions for guidance on conducting aerial sketchmap surveys.

4. Consider recruiting and filling the FHP National Aviation Safety Manager position before the incumbent Tim McConnell retires June 1, 2006.

Re-chartering of the Aerial Survey Working Group 2005

The Aerial Survey Working Group is beginning its second five-year charter.  Attached is the re-charter to carry the group to 2010 for your signature.  See enclosure.

The Revised Forest Service Manual 5700 – Aviation Management
Since the January meeting, one important event occurred related to FHP Aviation and Forest Service Aviation policy.  The Forest Service Manual 5700 was revised in February 2005.  One important change was that, now, all Forest Service employees are required to meet the Interagency Aviation Training Guide requirements for their position and use of aircraft.  http://iat.nifc.gov/.  For more information contact Tim McConnell, tmcconnell@fs.fed.us or 970-295-5878.
Some common positions in FHP include: Fixed-wing Manager – Special Use (sketchmapper), Aircrew Member (sketchmapper trainee), Unit Aviation Officer/Manager (FHP Regional UAO), Project Aviation Officer (aerial suppression project aviation manager), Supervisor (management that supervises employees who use aircraft for their job), and Flight Manager (anyone in charge of a point-to-point flight: formally Chief of Party).

The 2005 ASWG Meeting Agenda Items:

ASWG Charter rewrite

Interagency Aviation Training Guide, new requirements

The need for an FHP Aerial Survey Operations Guide

System Safety – fresh overview of aviation safety in the Forest Service

Western Pest Signatures publication draft review

Regional and State Round-Robin and assistance requests

Automated Flight Following (AFF) update

Oxygen-Use Requirements – Part 135 versus Part 91

Sketchmapping versus digitizing aerial photos, 2003 Kentucky ice storm

Flying and training aerial survey in northern Baja, Mexico

Respectfully submitted:

/s/ Tim McConnell

Tim McConnell

ASWG Chair

May 18, 2005

