The Aerial Survey Working Group

Annual Report to Directors

May 2002

The Aerial Survey Working Group (ASWG) was chartered in March of 2000 to be empowered for a five-year period.  The group is made up of Forest Health Protection (FHP) Unit Aviation Officers and/or Aerial Survey Program Managers, State Cooperators, the FHP Aviation Safety Manager and one FHP Director.

Key Items from 2001 and for 2002

1. The filling of the national FHP Aviation Safety Manager position.  Tim McConnell was selected in June of 2001 and is stationed at the Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team officer in Fort Collins, CO.

2. The continued interest of the Group in having annual pre-season aerial survey workshops to emphasize safety and quality assurance.

3. The draft Task Book for “Fixed-wing Manager – Special Use, Aerial Survey Observer” is still being developed with use planned during the 2002 field season.

4. Mentoring training (OJT) of new observers is going to happen in several Regions during the 2002 field season thanks to Group members.

5. “How to Conduct Aerial Sketch Map Survey” training will be done this May and July in R-8 and NA respectively.

6. A Forest Health Aviation web site will be developed during 2002, linked to the FHP web site.

/ Tim McConnell /

Tim McConnell

Chair, Executive Committee

Aerial Survey Working Group

