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Improved Bag Design
Provides Easier Fire Shelter Access
Ted Putnam, Project Leader

A

s a result of several years of reviewing fire shelter deployments, the Missoula Technology and
Development Center fire equipment staff has added a second red pull-ring to the protective
plastic bag that holds the fire shelter and has changed the tear strip so it runs completely around
the bag from pull-ring to pull-ring. On the current single pull-ring bags, the tear strip ends at the
bottom of the bag. These design improvements make it easier to open the bag while wearing
gloves. When the tear strip is completely removed, the fire shelter almost falls out the bottom of
the bag.

The two pull-rings make bag openings more reliable. Should one pull-ring fail or one end of the tear strip not
separate easily from the bag, the second pull-ring can be used. Double pull-rings also mean that if one side of the
bag is exposed to too much radiant heat, which causes the plastic to stretch instead of tear, the bag can still be
opened with the pull-ring on the unexposed side.

New plastic bag has two red pull-rings for more reliable openings.

The tear strip runs around the entire bag from one pull-ring to the other.

For additional Information contact: Ted Putnam, Project Leader, Missoula Technology & Development Center, Building 1, Fort
Missoula, Missoula, MT 59801; Phone: 406-329-3965; FAX: 406-329-3719; DG–T.Putnam:R01A
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Double pull-ring plastic bags will be standard issue on
fire shelters manufactured beginning in 1995. Because
shelters with the one pull-ring design will be in service
for years, it is important that firefighters know which
type of fire shelter bag they are carrying so they can
initiate the appropriate opening sequence in an
emergency.
Also beginning in 1995, all shelter components - shelter,
plastic bag, liner, and carrying case - will comply with
the National Fire Protection Association wildland fire
equipment standard (NFPA 1977-1993).

When the tear strip is peeled off, the fire shelter is fully accessible.

The contents of the publication are not to be used for advertising, publication, or promotional
purposes. The Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture, has developed this
information for the guidance of its employees, its contractors, and its cooperating Federal and
State agencies, and is not responsible for the interpretation or use of this information by anyone
except its own employees. The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this publication is
for the information and convenience of the reader, and does not constitute an endorsement by
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Note that fire shelters manufactured before 1995 offer
the same level of protection as the new shelters and do
not have to be replaced until they begin showing wear.

the Department of any product or service to the exclusion of others that may be suitable. The
Forest Service is a diverse organization committed to equal opportunity in employment and
program delivery. USDA prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age, disability, political affiliation, and familial status. Persons believing they have
been discriminated against should contact the Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. 20250; or call (202) 720-7327 (voice); or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).

