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Transporting Saws
         aws that are being transported must be handled so they 

         will not be damaged, so they will not injure people or 

         livestock, and so they will not damage property and 

equipment.

Saws are diffi cult to transport because they are long and 

fl exible. Vintage saws can be bent to make them easier for 

hikers or packstock to carry. You will not want to bend a vintage 

saw that has a nick or is not straight. Modern saws should not 

be bent. The softer metal will hold the bend, ruining the saw.

Because saws may be carried by a hiker, taken by boat, 

plane, helicopter, truck, dog sled, or packstock, or even be 

dropped by parachute during different legs of a journey, 

several types of protection may be needed. Sheaths should 

always cover saws when they are being transported.

Saws get hot in the sun. Be especially careful to wear 

gloves when handling a saw that has been lying in the sun. 

Also, gloves can prevent the cuts that would otherwise occur 

when you are putting on and taking off the saw sheath. 

Boats
Particularly in Alaska, crosscut saws may be carried in 

boats. When a saw is carried as general cargo in large boats, 

it should be sandwiched between plywood and laid fl at, if 

possible. In open skiffs, where space limitations preclude 

using a rigid plywood sheath, remove the saw’s handles and 

place the saw on top of other cargo with only the teeth 

sheathed. On many boats, the saw may be kept out of the way 

if it is stored along the gunwales. 

Open boats can take on a lot of spray. Saltwater spray 

can cause rust. Once the saw is on land, remove the sheath 

and rinse off any salt with freshwater. 

Saws transported on kayaks are best secured to the bow, 

where they can be seen. In canoes, carry saws in the center on 

the fl oor. Transport the saw without handles in a rubber-lined 

hose sheath. Secure the saw by tying parachute cord through 

the handle holes and tying the cord to the canoe or kayak. 

Aircraft
In small aircraft, fi rehose sheaths will allow the best 

fl exibility so the saw can fi t in tight quarters. Cargo and 

passengers must be separated, often by a nylon net. Some-

times the sheathed saw can lie fl at. At other times, the saw 

needs to be bent into a loop. Normally, when a saw is bent, 

the handles are left on and tied together. In small aircraft, the 

handles often get in the way. If so, remove the handles, bend 

the saw into a loop, and secure the saw ends of the saw with 

wire through the handle holes. 

Do not string parachute cord or any other 

nonmetallic material (including nylon ties) 

through a saw’s handle holes to secure it for 

transport in a plane or helicopter. Jostling 

during the fl ight could cut nonmetallic 

materials, allowing the saw to spring to full 

length. What might happen to passengers or 

an aluminum cargo compartment is best left 

to your imagination.

When carrying saws aboard helicopters, crewmembers 

must exercise great care to ensure the saws do not stick up 

into the helicopter rotor.

Saws also can be transported by helicopters in external 

sling loads. External loads are carried in cargo nets, bags, or 

slings. If other pieces of rigid cargo are as long as the saw, 

the saw, sandwiched in plywood, can be secured to them. 

When saws are tied in a loop, they are prone to damage 

or breakage. Bending the saw around a solid object is better 

than bending it around a soft object, such as a duffel bag. One 

way to reduce breakage is to bend the saw around a box. 

Place the box in the middle of the sling bag with the saw’s 

ends down. Stack other materials around the saw, being 

careful to avoid a box at the top that could shift, applying 

pressure to the bend. The saw should be relatively safe unless 

the load tips over on landing. 

Parachutes have long been used to deliver saws for fi re-

fi ghting. Because the bent saw is exposed during the landing, 

good vintage saws occasionally are broken (fi gure 29). 
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Vehicles
When transporting crosscut saws in a pickup truck, lay 

the sheathed saw fl at on the bed of the truck, preferably on a 

truck bed liner rather than on the steel bed. Don’t place heavy 

tools on top of the saw. Do not carry saws in the passenger 

compartment of a vehicle.

Packstock
Be extra careful when carrying a crosscut saw on pack-

stock. Select the gentlest animal to carry the saw. Put that 

animal in the lead where you can easily see the saw. Leave 

the handles attached to a two-person saw. The heads of the 

rivet attachment pins should face up, not down, so the pins 

won’t slide out and cause the handles to fall off. Covering 

both sides of the pins with strips of duct tape gives further 

assurance the pins won’t slide out. Sheathe the saw with fi re-

hose. Some packers wrap the saw in a separate mantie (canvas 

cover used to wrap loads) with the handles secure and exposed. 

Bend the saw and place it over the animal. Some pack the saw 

with the teeth facing the rear of the animal to minimize the 

likelihood of injury if the sheath falls off. Others pack the saw 
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Figure 29—A crosscut saw rigged for a parachute drop.

with the longest end of the handles pointing to the back, where 

they are less likely to get caught on trailside branches. Go with 

what works best for you considering the trail conditions you 

will be facing. Tie the saw handles down to the latigo or cinch 

ring (fi gure 30). Also tie the center of the bowed saw with a 

rope that goes to the front sawbuck or the “D” ring of a Decker 

saddle. It’s important to secure the bowed saw to the packsaddle 

and not just to the load.  With the saw fastened on top, it is more 

likely the saw will stay on top of the animal and not fall to the 

side if the rope on either side becomes untied.

Figure 30–Securely tie each crosscut saw handle directly to the cinch ring 
or latigo, not to the load. Also tie the middle of the saw with a rope that 
attaches to the front sawbuck or the “D” ring of a Decker saddle.

Finish the packing job by using the cinch lash to tie the 

saw to the rest of the load (fi gure 31). That way, the saw is 

double-tied and unlikely to come loose.

Jim Thode of the Backcountry Horsemen of Washington 

has developed a rigid saw sheath that fi ts on a riding saddle 

(fi gure 32). This shoulder-to-rump sheath is loaded from the 

rear (fi gure 33). Detailed fabrication details can be viewed 

on the Internet at http://www.bchw.org/techtips.htm. This sheath 

fi ts a 7-foot saw, unusually long for most trail work. A sheath 

sized for the more common 51⁄2-foot saw or single-person saw 

would be more useful. This type of sheath could be mounted 

under the load of a pack animal. It would be easy to slide 

the saw out alongside the animal from the rear to use to cut 

logs blocking the trail. Saws bowed and top-packed are 

diffi cult to unload and use enroute.
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Figure 31–Finish the job by using the cinch lash to tie the saw to the rest 
of the load. This method is fi ne for moving a saw from home base to camp, 
but is very inconvenient if you need to use the saw along the trail.
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Figure 32–A rigid saw sheath confi gured for a riding saddle. This design 
also could be sized for a shorter saw, or used on a pack animal.—Photo used 

with permission of Jim Thode, Lewis County Chapter of the Backcountry Horsemen of 

Washington.

Figure 33—The sheath is made of 3⁄16-inch high-density polyethylene, held 
together with countersunk copper rivets.—Photo used with permission of Jim 

Thode, Lewis County Chapter of the Backcountry Horsemen of Washington.

One-person saws can be transported on riding stock in 

a leather or canvas sheath (similar to a rifl e scabbard). A piece 

of hardwood inside the sheath protects the sheath from the 

saw’s teeth. Position the sheath so users will pull the saw 

away from the animal’s head when they remove the saw from 

the sheath.

Hikers
Saws should be sheathed when you are hiking to the 

jobsite. The person carrying the saw should be the last person 

in line.

Two-person saws should have the rear handle removed. 

If the handle is left on, it can snag on branches. The handle’s 

weight also accentuates the saw’s bouncing motion.

At the jobsite, the unsheathed saw can be carried on 

your shoulder with the teeth facing outward (fi gure 34). 

Avoid carrying the saw with the teeth pointing inward. Carry 

the saw on your downhill shoulder so you can throw it off 

if you slip or fall. 

Figure 34—Transporting a crosscut saw to a 
jobsite by carrying the saw on the shoulder 
with the teeth facing outward. Saws need to 
be sheathed when they are carried for long 
distances.
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Longer two-person saws have a tendency to bounce 

severely on uneven trails. For this reason, I prefer a solid 

wood sheath. Wood is more rigid than fi rehose, so wooden 

sheaths have little bounce and are less tiring to carry. 

A vintage saw can be bent around a pack if the saw is 

being carried for long distances. Usually both handles are 

left on the saw to secure it in its bent position. Do not bend 

the saw any more than necessary. In very rough or extremely 

brushy terrain I remove the handles, securing the ends of the 

saw with 12-gauge wire through the handle holes. This reduces 

the risk that the saw will hang up in brush. 
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