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EEgress Systems of New Mexico has designed the Gear-
triever, a device to help retrieve gear (such as slings and
runners) that would normally be left behind. The Geartriever

is a small, plastic, conical device that fits on the end of a climb-
ing rope (figure 4). A tension band is attached to one end of
the sling. When the rope is pulled down after rappelling, the
sling, Geartriever, and rope are recovered. Slings, runners, and

Geartriever

even carabiners can be recovered when using fixed anchors,
trees, or rock horns (figures 5a and 5b) as rappel anchors.

The Geartriever’s inventor and manufacturer has a patent. He
stated that he would not sell this device in the United States
because of legal issues.

Figure 5b—The Geatriever is pulling a sling and carabiners from a rock horn.

Figure 4—The Geartriever can recover slings and
runners. A sling is passed through a fixed anchor.
The Geartriever is attached to the end of the climb-
ing rope. A tension band is placed on one end of
the sling. When the rope is pulled, the sling comes
with it.

Figure 5a—A rock horn is being used as an anchor point in this
demonstration of the Geartriever.
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TThe Center will continue to monitor the negotiated rulemak-
ing process for a final policy on fixed anchors in the wilder-
ness. When a final policy or specific climbing plan requires

removing fixed anchors or climbing gear (such as slings and
runners), the center can ask industry and designers to provide
needed devices.

Conclusions

Background documents, Federal Register Notice, and
meeting note summaries:

http://www.wilderness.net/issues/fs/fixed_anchor

Access Fund position statement:
http://www.accessfund.org

Leave No Trace: Minimize Climbing Impacts:
http://www.Int.org/RockClimbing/RockClimb.html

Outdoor Recreation Coalition of America (ORCA) position
statement:

http://www.orca.org/govt/positions/5.html
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http://fsweb.mtdc.wo.fs.fed.us
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