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Many highways on or near National Forest System
lands wind their way through excellent wildlife habitat.
Florida’s highways slice through rare black bear
habitat. Alaska struggles with moose-vehicle collisions.
Grizzly bears in the northern Rockies are killed on
highways or avoid crossing them to reach other parts
of their recovery zones. U. S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service wildlife biologists
and transportation planners wrestle with how to plan
wildlife-friendly highways or reduce impacts from those
already on the landscape.

San Dimas Technology and Development Center has
partnered with Utah State University, the Western
Transportation Institute, and the U.S. Department of
Transportation Federal Highway Administration to
create a toolkit that provides assistance. The Wildlife
Crossings Toolkit is an online source of excellent
information on wildlife/highway interactions. The toolkit
contains two major sections.

The first is a fully searchable database of case
histories from around the world of projects that have
considered wildlife in the planning or retrofitting of
solutions to highway-caused impacts to wildlife. Most
of the case histories show how engineers and
biologists have worked together across disciplines to
solve some almost intractable problems. Other
histories show how projects could have worked better:
each account has a section on how the planners would
have proceeded differently. Most case histories
contain plans, drawings, and images from the projects
for engineers to use as a starting point for their own
work.

The second major part of the toolkit is comprised of
articles and links to resources that will help engineers
and biologists quickly find information on highway

impacts to wildlife and successful solutions to reduce
those impacts. Relevant articles by the world’s experts
explain concepts in clear, concise terms
understandable to both disciplines.

The toolkit is designed to encourage engineers and
biologists to work together for innovative solutions. An
extensive illustrated glossary and standardized
terminology help foster this effort.

The Wildlife Crossings Toolkit is the major source
material for a new FY03 training session Innovative
Solutions to Wildlife/Highway Interactions for biologists
and engineers.

The Web site may be accessed at
http://www.wildlifecrossings.info

Wildlife Crossings Toolkit Launched
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Information contained in this document has been developed for the guidance of employees
of the Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), its contractors, and
cooperating Federal and State agencies. The USDA assumes no responsibility for the
interpretation or use of this information by other than its own employees. The use of trade,
firm, or corporation names is for the information and convenience of the reader. Such use
does not constitute an official evaluation, conclusion, recommendation, endorsement, or
approval of any product or service to the exclusion of others that may be suitable.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and

activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202–720–2600
(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250–9410 or call 202–
720–5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


