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I. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this Biological Assessment/Evaluation (BA/BE) is to determine whether the 

proposed action is likely to affect any proposed, endangered, threatened, or sensitive (PETS) 

species or their habitats. 

Proposed, endangered, and threatened species are designated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) and are managed under the authority of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (Public Law 

[P.L.] 93-205, as amended) and the National Forest Management Act (PL. 94-588). The ESA 

requires Federal agencies to ensure that no actions that they "authorize, fund, or carry out" are 

likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any proposed, endangered, or threatened species or 

their habitat. 

Sensitive species are managed under the authority of the National Forest Management Act 

requiring that National Forests manage for "viable populations of all native and desirable 

non-native species" both across the range of the species and within the planning area. Sensitive 

species designation occurs on a periodic basis through the recommendation of Forest Biologists 

who consult with local State Heritage Programs, the Nature Conservancy, and local species experts. 

The Regional Forester administratively designates sensitive species. 

The objectives of this BA/BE are: 

• To ensure that Forest Service actions do not contribute to the loss of viabi l i ty  of any 

PETS species; 

• To comply with the requirements of the ESA; and 

• To provide a process and standard to ensure PETS species receive full consideration in the 

decision-making process. 

II. PROPOSED ACTION 

The Francis Marion and Sumter National Forest is proposing to improve the existing Enoree 
Ranger District office. The site is approximately 20 acres and is located on national forest system 
lands.   The existing office site would be renovated and expanded to provide a 8000 square foot 
office building to accommodate full district staff; visitor area; 45-space employee parking; 6-space 
visitor parking; entrance road; water service; septic tank and drain field;
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electric service; additional pole sheds; outdoor covered pavilion; and antenna tower. The work 

center would be reconstructed at a future time when funding becomes available. This project would 

expand the current administrative Forest Service office, combining the Tyger and Indian Creek 

Offices, associated parking and storage structures at primarily one location. 

III. CONSULTATION HISTORY 

This BA/BE tiers to the Biological Assessment for the Sumter National Forest Revised Land and 

Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan, 2004). The USFWS was consulted informally on the 

Forest Plan BA and concurred with a determination of "not likely to adversely affect." 

IV. SPECIES CONSIDERED AND EVALUATED 

The complete list of PETS species for the Sumter National Forest is attached in Appendix A. All 

species on this list were considered for this BA/BE. Using a step-down process and best 

available science, species and potential habitat in the project area were identified by: 

1) Evaluating the location and nature of the proposed project, 

2) Considering the species' range, life history, and available habitat information, 

3) Reviewing District records of known PETS species occurrences, 

4) Reviewing the USFWS Distribution Records of Endangered, Threatened, Candidate and 

Species of Concern (2012), and 

5) Reviewing the South Carolina Heritage Trust Geographic Database of Rare, 

Threatened, and Endangered Species (2011). 

The procedure used to decide when to inventory for PETS species is consistent with Forest Service 

Manual (FSM) 2672.43. A review of the available records indicates that there are no occurrences of 

any PETS species in the project area. The project area would be an established building, parking lot, 

and work center. There are no PETS species or associated habitats which are known to occur or have 

the potential to occur in the proposed project area. 

V. DETERMINATION OF EFFECT AND RATIONALE 

Since all threatened and endangered species were eliminated from consideration due to lack of 

habitat in the project area, ESA Section 7 consultation with the USFWS is not necessary. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 

All Threatened and Endangered Species - NO EFFECT 

Sensitive Species 

All Sensitive Species - NO IMPACTS 
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