USDA

DECISION NOTICE

BESSEY COMPLEX DRAINAGE/DISTRICT SHOP/GREENHOUSE
PROJECT

U.S. FOREST SERVICE
BESSEY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX
BESSEY RANGER DISTRICT AND NURSERY
THOMAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

DECISION

Based upon we review of the Bessey Complex Drainage/District Shop/Greenhouse Project
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact, we have decided to
implement Alternative 2 (the Proposed Action), which involves constructing a drainage control
system for the Bessey Recreation Complex and Office as well as constructing a district shop,
greenhouse, headhouse and cooler on the Bessey Administrative Complex.

DEcCISION RATIONALE

Purpose of the project is to improve the current drainage system of the Bessey Recreation
Complex, to improve the efficiency and production levels at the Bessey Nursery and provide for
storage and protection of both nursery and district fleet. These actions are needed because of the
following: 1) In average and above average rain events, extensive erosion has occurred due to
inadequate rain water drainage facilities resulting in point source sedimentation of the Middle
Loop River near the Bessey Ranger and Nursery Office; 2) the current shop/vehicle storage
facilities are inefficient, have inadequate space to store all equipment and not compliant with
Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act; 3) current nursery facilities are also energy
inefficient and inadequate for production levels that will be needed in the future.

Two alternatives were considered:
1. No Action. Construct no new structures or improvements.

2. The proposed action. Improve the drainage system around the Bessey Recreation
Complex using several methods and design criteria outlined in the EA and the
FONSI. Construct a new District Shop (Warehouse) to replace the old, inefficient
current structure, and construct, as funding allows a new head house, cooler and three
greenhouses to improve nursery efficiency and production. Detailed information on
the proposed action can be found in the EA (pg. 1-2).

The following, non-environmental factors were considered in making this decision.
1. Cost of maintaining older structures.

2. Need for more modern facilities for nursery production to meet future demands for
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nursery stock.
3. Damage and cost to repair recreation facilities during above average rainfall events.
4. Costs of implementing all portions of this decision.

In coming to this decision, we weighed all factors involved. The improvements will allow for
additional storage capacity for District and Nursery equipment, reduce the runoff and
sedimentation into the Middle Loop River and improve the energy efficiency of the Bessey
Ranger District and Nursery. Implementing the design features outlined in the EA and FONSI
will ensure that all related environmental concerns will be mitigated. American Burying Beatle
survey protocols will be adhered to and completed prior to any ground disturbing activities take
place. Heritage personnel will monitor all ground disturbing activities and ensure any sites
identified will be protected.

The Bessey Complex Drainage/District Shop/Greenhouse EA documents the environmental
analysis and conclusions upon which this decision is based.

PuBLIC INVOLVEMENT

This action was originally listed as a proposal on the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands
Schedule of Proposed Actions and updated periodically during the analysis. People were invited
to review and comment on the proposal through a scoping letter mailed on Sept. 29, 2011 to 154
individuals, nearby landowners, professional organizations, local, state and other federal
agencies, tribal leaders, environmental groups and media outlets who have previously requested
notification about the types of activities included in this project.

A legal notice informing the public of the proposals and soliciting public comment was placed in
the “Omaha World Herald” at Omaha and the ‘North Platte Telegraph” at North Platte on Sept.
27,2011. The comment period for all avenues soliciting public participation closed on Oct. 27,

2011.

This project was added to the second quarter of the Fiscal Year 2012 (Jan. 01 to March 31, 2012)
Nebraska Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA). The SOPA list can be found on the Nebraska
World Wide Web under “Projects and Policies.” The EA lists agencies and people consulted on
pages 4-5. An analysis of the comments received can be found in Appendix C of the EA.

FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS

This decision is consistent with the Nebraska National Forest and Associated Units Land and
Resource Management Plan. The project was designed in conformance with the land
management plan direction related to project activities.

A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and EA were considered. I determined these
actions will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment, and an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will not be prepared.
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As described in the EA and the FONSI, this decision is also consistent with relevant laws and
regulations.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW (APPEAL) OPPORTUNITIES

Pursuant to regulations in 36 CFR 215.12(e)(1), this decision is not subject to appeal.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE

Implementation of the proposed activities may begin April 1, 2012.

CONTACT

For additional information concerning this decision, contact either of us at (308) 533-2257.
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RICHARD GILBERT ' Date

Nursery Manager

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is
an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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