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US Forest Service Grants Blanket Technical Approval for Q200 Field Computer
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The US Forest Service Information Resource Management Enterprise Architecture Branch working with the Mobile Computing Group granted Technical Approval for the purchase of field data recorders and associated hardware. This equipment is used by field crews throughout the United States for timber cruising, log scaling, stand exams, and forest inventories. The Technical Approval number is for fiscal year 2006 and expires on September 30, 2006. This announcement coincides with Handheld Systems’ release of the new Itronix Q200+ (plus) rugged Pocket PC and special Forest Service pricing.

New Q200+ (plus) Ultra Rugged Pocket PC Now Available
Handheld Systems have been providing rugged handheld computers to the US Forest Service since 1994. The Q200 offers an excellent migration path for existing users who are currently using Husky products such as the Husky FS/2, FS/3, MP2500, and Fex21. The same engineers who designed these products also designed the Q200, so ruggedness, reliability, and build quality are ensured. Additionally, each Q200 is backed by Handheld Systems "One Call" factory trained support and maintenance center and can be preloaded with popular Forest Service software such as FSCruiser and FSVeg upon request.

The Q200+ features a new display that is significantly brighter than the prior model. The vibrant colors make software applications come alive and create a pleasant experience for users while working in a variety of lighting conditions. The Q200+ also includes updated electronics which will support the Windows Mobile 5.0 operating system scheduled to be released later this year. Windows Mobile 5.0 enhances productivity by including office software such as Microsoft Word Mobile, Excel Mobile, and Outlook Mobile. 

Rather than just “meeting” US Military test standards for rugged durability, the Q200 exceeds military test specifications which means it can withstand any environment that a mobile workforce will encounter, including rain, snow, water, wind, dust, shock, vibration, and chemical exposure.

The Q200 will survive a six foot drop to concrete and complies with an Ingress Protection (IP) rating of IP67 for dust and water penetration. If a user is constantly outdoors in the rain or drops the unit in a pool of water, the Q200 will not be impacted as it can withstand being submerged in three feet of water for up to 30 minutes.

Built with a die-cast magnesium casing and Xenoy high impact plastic for structural components, the Q200 can operate in temperatures ranging from -4°F to 140°F and can be stored at temperatures ranging from -60°F to 160°F.

Powerful and Ergonomically Designed
Featuring the Intel 400-MHz XScale processor, 1GB of data storage and 128 MB of SDRAM, the Q200 can easily handle the demanding requirements imposed by mobile GIS and field mapping applications such as ESRI ArcPad © and Trimble TerraSync ©. The Q200 is also compatible with many Forest Service software programs including FSCruiser and FSVeg, allowing for quick and easy deployment into existing operations.

Ergonomically designed for ease of use and carrying, the Q200 sits comfortably and securely in the palm of a hand with a large numeric keypad at the user's fingertips. At just 1.75 pounds, it can be easily clipped to a belt or carried on a wrist strap. The unit includes separate alpha and numeric keypads, and its backlit color display is easy to read in all lighting conditions.

Availability and Forest Service Pricing
Handheld Systems is currently accepting orders for the Q200+. Special Forest Service pricing is available until September 30, 2006:

Option #1: Q200+HM, New Enhanced Color Display, 128MB RAM, 1GB Disk, Two 26-pin Ports, 400MHz XScale, CE .NET 4.2, Upgradeable to Windows Mobile 5.0, Accessories¹, HS-401-550, $2395
Compatible with many Forest Service software programs including FSCruiser and FSVeg and is included in Blanket Technical Approval. With 1GB of data storage and a 400-MHz processor, this unit can easily handle the demanding requirements imposed by mobile GIS and field mapping applications such as ESRI ArcPad © and Trimble TerraSync ©. Additionally, each unit is backed by Handheld Systems "One Call" factory trained support and maintenance center and can be preloaded with popular Forest Service software such as FSCruiser and FSVeg upon request.

Option #2: Q200+BT, New Enhanced Color Display, 128MB RAM, 1GB Disk, Bluetooth Receiver, QBlue V1.20 Software and Drivers, Two 26-pin Ports, 400MHz XScale, CE .NET 4.2, Upgradeable to Windows Mobile 5.0, Accessories¹, HS-401-551, $2475
Compatible with many Forest Service software programs including FSCruiser and FSVeg and is included in Blanket Technical Approval. Provides for a reliable wireless connection to Forest Service Bluetooth-enabled GPS receivers and other Bluetooth devices including other Q200+BT field computers. Handheld Systems exclusive QBlue software and drivers are stored in non-volatile memory and automatically load into memory, even after resetting the Q200. This assures fast, easy setup and reliability while in the field. Each unit is backed by Handheld Systems "One Call" factory trained support and maintenance center and can be preloaded with popular Forest Service software such as FSCruiser and FSVeg upon request. 

¹ Includes: Battery charger, rechargeable battery pack, serial ActiveSync cable, USB ActiveSync cable, pen, backstrap, one year warranty

Please reference the part numbers above when placing orders. The contents of this quotation are confidential and proprietary and may not be duplicated, transmitted or distributed to any third party. Prices are in US currency, FOB Shipping Point and do not include freight, taxes, duties or tariffs if applicable. Terms are Net 30, Visa, MasterCard, or American Express. Standard lead-times are 30 days from date of order. This quotation expires on September 30, 2006. For specific information or product information, please call 503-282-2857 or email sales@handheldsystems.com, or visit us on our web site at www.handheldsystems.com.
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