Modifications to 2008 Solicitation Templates and Waterhandling Agreements
February 21, 2008
1. Add the following to Section B:

NOTE:  The Virtual Incident Procurement (VIPR) System is being developed and will be used by the Forest Service for all pre-season incident procurements.  Beginning in the fall of 2008, vendors will be required to access VIPR in order to respond to solicitations or access their awarded agreement.  Access to VIPR requires that you obtain Level 2 eAuthentication, which provides the ability to conduct official electronic business transactions via the internet.  Additional information regarding eAuthentication will be provided by your servicing acquisition office as indicated in block 7 of the SF-1449 or can be obtained at http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/.

2. Change the following to allow changes to be made by a designated successor contracting officer.
C.6
CHANGES TO AGREEMENTS
Changes to Agreements may only be made by the original signing procurement official or a designated successor contracting officer.  If the original signing procurement official or designated successor contracting officer is not available and adjustments are deemed appropriate, an Emergency Equipment Rental Agreement (EERA) shall be executed at the incident and shall be applicable only for the duration of that incident.  The EERA must include the name and location of the incident

3. Change the RON clause as follows to delete “MI&E and”.  
REMAIN OVERNIGHT ALLOWANCE (RON)

This is not applicable to travel to and from the incident   Contractors are not paid per diem or lodging expenses to and from incidents.
When the Government cannot provide a campsite or meals, and if pre-approved by the user unit and properly receipted and invoiced, actual lodging expenses incurred by Contractors providing services under an Agreement whether for severity or incident responses are reimbursable.  Food and drink would be based on maximum CONUS per diem rates minus any MI&E and Government-provided meals.  The maximum allowable rates, excluding taxes, are referenced in the Continental United States (CONUS) rates in the Federal Travel Regulations (FTR).  The standard CONUS single occupancy lodging rate is referenced in CONUS.  Double occupancy of hotel rooms may be required.  Any associated lodging taxes are reimbursable as documented on the lodging invoice.  If the resource is allowed to return to its dispatch location during off-shift time, RON allowance is not authorized.
The maximum RON that shall be allowed is based on the number of crewmembers shown on the shift ticket.  Payment shall be included as an addition on the OF-286 Emergency Equipment Use Invoice.  Documentation of authorization shall be included.  

