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Jackknife Watershed Restoration  
Watershed and Fisheries Program FY2012 Accomplishments 
Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Intermountain Region 
 
 

State:  Idaho 
 
Congressional District: 2nd  
 
2012 Accomplishments: 
• Video Produced "Restoring Hope."  
• 3,200 feet of channel restoration and fisheries 

enhancement. 
• 1.6 miles of road decommissioning. 
• 6 miles of trail relocated & reconstructed. 
• 3 trail bridges were upgraded. 
• Maintained jobs in SE Idaho through local contract 

and agency involvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Service Contribution: $115,000 
 
Partner Contribution: $102,492  
 
Project Costs: $217,492 
 
External Partners:  Trout Unlimited, USFWS, Bonneville 
County, NRCS, Eastern Idaho RAC, Private landowners, 
Eagle Rock Backcountry Horsemen, and NW Youth Corp. 
 
Internal Partners:  Strong internal integration with 
engineers, recreation specialist, fisheries biologists, 
hydrologist, soil, botanist, range specialists, force account 
road crew all made this possible.   

The Caribou-Targhee NF and partners came together 
across ownership boundaries to restore Jackknife 
watershed in a multi-year effort that will continue in 
2013.   The restoration focuses on decommissioning and 
relocating poorly placed roads and trails located on 
unstable slopes next to stream channels, replacing 
undersized road and trail stream crossings, restoring 
eroding and disconnected stream and riparian systems,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and upgrading non-functioning water irrigation 
diversions.  These strong collaborative efforts are  
improving water quality, fish habitat for two FS sensitive 
species (Yellowstone cutthroat trout and northern 
leathersides), improving wildlife habitat and stream 
stability while providing for public access and recreation 
adventures. 
  

2011 Before - Straighten eroding stream channel.  2012 After - Restored abandon stream meander.  

Project Contact: Louis Wasniewski, 208- 557-5783, lwasniewski@fs.fed.us  

http://youtu.be/TU-Q_MZRLCo
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