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Happy Meadows Stream Habitat Restoration (South Platte River) 
Aquatic Habitat Program FY2012 Accomplishments 
Pike & San Isabel National Forests and Cimarron & Comanche National Grasslands,                  
Rocky Mountain Region 
 

State:  Colorado 
 
Congressional District:  2nd  
 
Accomplishments: 
• Three miles of stream restoration; 
• Removal of a fish barrier (diversion dam); 
• Improved recreational fishing; 
• Wetland and riparian enhancement; 
• Improved relationships with public and development 

of strong partnerships; 
• Some very “happy” fish and a sense of satisfaction 

from specialists and partners for restoring the river 
to its former glory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest Service Contribution: $75,000 
 
Partner Contribution: $500,000 
 
Project Costs: $575,000 
 
External Partners:  Colorado Parks & Wildlife, Sportsman’s 
Paradise, FIN-UP  Habitat Consultants, Inc., Colorado 
Watershed Alliance, and the Coalition for the Upper South 
Platte. 
 
Internal Partners:  a truly integrated effort involving Fish, 
Wildlife, Botany, Hydrology, Timber, Visitor Information 
Services, and  Engineering. 

The South Platte River is a nationally recognized trout stream and a destination for many anglers. Happy Meadows, a lesser-
known section of the river, had suffered habitat degradation due to  sedimentation from roads and trails and a catastrophic 
wildfire…the stream was a mess, the trout fishery was suffering, and there was a noticeable decline in public use.  Using an 
aggressive and state-of-the art  restoration effort  we improve the fishery by restoring river habitat and reestablishing the 
natural geomorphology.  Thanks to the dedication and passion of anglers, biologists, hydrologists, private landowners, and 
strong partners, this river section will become one of those “premiere destinations” on the South Platte.  The 3-mile Happy 
Meadows river reach is returning to its former glory; biologists, hydrologists, and our partners feel a sense of satisfaction for a 
job well done; and, most important, the fish in Happy Meadows are much “happier” now.  That translates into a quality 
recreational experience for our Forest users, and another great fishing spot for South Platte anglers. 

BEFORE. AFTER. 

Project Contact: Mike Welker, 719-553-1515, mtwelker@fs 
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