Devastating Wildfires ¢ Helping Communities Respond

USDA Forest Service ¢ Northern & Intermountain Regions

Utah Division of
Forestry & the USDA
Forest Service help
small businesses that
use hazardous fuels

Economic action programs
assist with assessing and
developing markets for
small diameter wood.

Using this material often
reduces the costs of
hazardous fuels reduction.

Existing efficient programs
serve joint goals of fire
protection/ rehabilitation
and community
development.

Grass roots, community-
driven programs increase
local employment levels
while reducing fire danger.

Communities with recent
mill closures receive priority
assistance.

Utah will help several
dozen communities and
about a dozen secondary
industries.

State & Private Forestry

“The message from the Forest Service here is:
‘We’re part of the community — we’re going to
step up and take our share of the responsibility
not just for the welfare of the Forest but for the
whole community.’”” ~Scott Truman, Executive Director of

Utah Rural Development Council, Cedar City, UT
The Utah Rural Development Council (RDC) has an innovative
plan to maximize their Economic Action Program grants. With
two grants totaling $400 thousand, they are helping two local
businesses explore new ventures. When profits start coming in,
the businesses will return the money to the RDC, so they can

help more small businesses.

With one of the grants, the Five County Association of
Governments and Escalante Center purchased a portable
logging mill that handles small diameter wood. They are leasing
the micro-mill to Skyline Forest Resources, who will explore the
feasibility and economic benefits of milling on-site, in 5 Forest
Service timber sales totaling almost 7 million board feet. The
sales will reduce fire danger on thousands of acres on Dixie

and Fishlake National Forests. Updated 04/03



