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From landscape mulch to energy

Identifying Resources and
Options to Mitigate the Risk of
Wildland Fires in North Dakota

generation, North Dakota will soon put
biomass to work for their communities.
North Dakota Forest Service and the
University of North Dakota’s Energy &
Environmental Research Center have quantified biomass waste, and matched it up with
fire danger and potential markets throughout the state.

Armed with this information, they are helping communities and businesses learn
how to reduce fire danger while benefiting local economies. They’ve already held four
workshops where they can make the most difference — in the most fire prone areas with
greatest business potential. Over 50 participants attended workshops in Minot,
Bismarck, Williston, and Grand Forks.

A $100,000 National Fire Plan Economic Action Grant made this
work possible. Findings of the study indicate:

The potential to use over 7.5 million tons of biomass per year
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands represent 88% of this total
Biomass harvest is permitted on CRP lands, with some restrictions

Woody biomass from forests, storm debris, and other municipal sources
could provide 656,000 tons per year

e Significant potential markets for biomass energy and landscape mulch exist
The full report is available at: http://www.undeerc.org/pdf/wildfire.pdf
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