Multi-Stakeholder Consultation on Forests for the 

World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

November 9, 2001

I. Update on WSSD and Discussion on Forests – Adela Backiel, USDA-Director of Sustainable Development

· Fourth meeting of the WSSD-Forest Process.  The outline for the forest report from the third meeting has not yet been finalized.

· A website including background information on WSSD as well as information pertaining to forest issues will be launched in early December.  This website will be hosted by the USDA Forest Service for the State Department.

· Organization structure for decision-making regarding U.S. preparations for the WSSD has been formalized as follows.

· Preparations are being led by the National Security Council (NSC) with involvement from the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and other Federal agencies through the Policy Coordinating Committee (PCC) on International Development and Humanitarian Assistance

· A Sub-PCC on WSSD is led by the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES) at State Department

· An interagency working level group is also chaired by OES, State Department

II. Discussion: Ideas for U.S. Affirmative Agenda on Forests for WSSD – Facilitator: Adela Backiel

· Open-ended brainstorming exercise to create an initial list of ideas.  This list will have to be narrowed down for WSSD.

· This is the second component of the three-prong approach the forest sector is taking. The prongs are: 1) retrospective – U.S. accomplishments in forest sector since 1992 Earth Summit; 2) affirmative agenda – issues U.S. delegation will bring forward at WSSD; and 3) response to challenges – U.S. preparations and reactions to issues raised by other countries.

· The group discussed ideas for the affirmative agenda for the remainder of the meeting.  Some general ideas presented at the meeting are in the following list and the entire list of specific agenda ideas is attached. 

· This list should not be a laundry list, but rather focus on common ground.

· Agenda should not be focused on domestic issues because different for each country, rather should promote international issues.

· The links between domestic and international initiatives should be highlighted.

· List should anticipate problems and challenges of the future.

III. Next Steps

· Ideas will be compiled and a summary will be distributed to the group.

· Next meeting will be scheduled ____________________.

