Open Briefing and Consultation for 

World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)-Forest

October 10, 2001

I. Review of WSSD U.S. Preparations on Forests – Jan McAlpine, Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, Department of State

· Forest sector approach to preparations for the World Summit is three-pronged:

1. Retrospective – U.S. accomplishments in forest sector since 1992 Earth Summit

a. Country Profile Report: Compilation of Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) reports from the past 10 years.  Report too restrictive based on the format to highlight U.S. accomplishments in forest issues.

b. Forest Report: Report discussed at today’s meeting will review what has been accomplished since 1992 and explore the visions for the future.

2. Affirmative Agenda – Issues U.S. delegation will bring forward at WSSD

3. Challenges – U.S. preparations and reactions to issues raised by other countries.

· Parallel efforts, including 2003 National Report on Sustainable Forests, will be coordinated with the forest sector processes

II. Review of General Background Information on WSSD – Adela Backiel, Director of Sustainable Development, U.S. Department of Agriculture

· State Department has the lead for the U.S. Government on preparations for the Summit

· Regional preparatory committees have begun taking place, including the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) that includes the U.S.  

· There was a ministerial meeting of the ECE on September 24-25, 2001, where a Ministerial Statement defining the U.S. priorities for the summit was released.  The document is available on the web at: http://www.unece.org/env/rio%2b10/.

· ECE Priorities are: 1) poverty eradication; 2) sustainable consumption and production patterns; 3) sustainable management and conservation of natural resources; 4) health and environment; 5) making globalization work for sustainable development; 6) improving governance and democratic processes at all levels; 7) education; 8) science and technology; and 9) financing for sustainable development

· U.S. has been preparing positions through existing interagency sectoral processes, such as this forest group.  Fresh-water resources, geographic information systems, and the science and technology groups have all been active.

· For more information on the summit, visit http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/ or http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/
III. Outline and process for U.S. report on Forests – Ruth McWilliams, National Sustainable Development Coordinator, USDA-Forest Service (overview) & Jan McAlpine (facilitator)

· Review goal, background information, and outline for the forest report to be developed by interagency group through open, public meetings

· Discussion on forest report outline.  The discussion will to a revised outline of the report.

