Multi-Stakeholder List of Affirmative Agenda Ideas for 

World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)-Forest Process

Taken from November 9, 2001 WSSD-Forest Meeting

Most Common Themes Presented by Group:

1. Illegal Logging / Forest Security

2. Globalization / Trade of Forest and Wood Products

3. Technology Use / Transfer

Complete List of Ideas Taken from Meeting:

1. Causes of Deforestation*

a. Urbanization (e.g., Brazil and U.S.);

b. Poor governance;

c. Land tenure issues / property rights;

d. Forest fires;

e. Agricultural production / conversion to agriculture.

*  Common problem, but causal factors to explain problem variable by country.

2. Communication and Collaboration

a. Education;

b. Public partnerships;

c. Collaborative processes that include stakeholders;

d. Common framework of national criteria/indicators (e.g., Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators);

e. Objective and integrated mechanisms at multiple scales for systematically monitoring practices and management (e.g., Forest Health Monitoring);

f. Decision tools/systems (e.g., Geographic Information Systems);

g. Advance tools such as mesoscale meteorological models, air pollution dispersion models, watershed models, soil erosion models, and remote;

h. Public awareness.

3. Community Capacity-Building

a. Institutional capabilities in rural and urban places to collaborate locally/regionally on planning and implementing practices/actions within and across political jurisdictions as well as land ownerships;

b. Technological needs of communities (e.g., digital divide);

c. Integration of environmental/economic/social factors in community;

d. Entrepreneurial and cooperative ventures;

e. Development for people;

f. Reduction of poverty;

g. Empower partners;

h. Knowledge divide.

4. Consumption Patterns

a. Improve forest product research with focus on use of wood products rather than substitute products that are more costly;

b. Fuel wood;

c. Paper consumption.

5. Forest / Ecosystem Health, including rangelands

a. Biodiversity;

b. Forest fragmentation / urbanization / population growth;

c. Desertification;

d. Developing economies;

e. Historical trends;

f. Control/eradication of invasive species / introduced diseases and pests;

g. Forest fires, including fuel build-up, community risks/losses, small diameter material lose, and active management options;

h. Improved management and protection of soil resources;

i. Growth in recreation/tourism demands;

j. Working landscape of agriculture, range, forest, and urban lands;

k. Research and infrastructure.

6. Forest Fires

a. Human health;

b. Air quality;

c. Desertification.

7. Forest Security

a. Illegal logging;

b. Illegal hunting of bush meat;

c. Bio- and eco-terrorism;

d. Public education and notification about issues and threats using local and emerging mass media (e.g., environment-based television weather reporting).

8. Globalization of Forest and Wood Product Trade

a. Security issues (see above);

b. Improvement of social capacities in rural communities;

c. Limit importation of threatened species and prohibit importation of illegally harvested wood and wood products;

d. Coherence to existing policies (e.g., track GMOs);

e. Introduced pests / diseases (e.g., long-horn beetle, beech canker, etc.).

9. Improvement of Harvesting Practices

a. Reduced impact logging;

b. Certification initiatives;

c. Improving standards for forestry worldwide;

10. Interaction of Forestry with Other Resources, including;

a. Agriculture;

b. Agro-ecology, including water and soil issues;

c. Global Climate Change.

11. Monitoring and Assessment
a. Implementation of international agreements (e.g., Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) / Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF) Proposals for Action and Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators (C&I));

b. Application of C&I and other monitoring mechanisms at various scales.

12. Pathway to Sustainability

a. Promote concept of sustainability that incorporates forestry jobs in rural communities, sustainable commodities, and clean environment;

b. Resource allocation;

c. Long-term historical perspective on sustainability.

13. Protected Areas Management

a. Management of plantations to maximize production, which allows more lands to be protected;

b. Preserving wilderness, conservation area, marine reserves, park ecosystems, etc.;

c. Critical protected habitat for wildlife, fish, and sensitive species;

d. Pristine or important headwaters and aquifers;

e. Riparian area maintenance in rangelands;

f. Biodiversity in reserves and refugia;

g. Science for understanding and managing external and internal threats to protected ecosystem function;

h. Strategies to maintain human livelihood and preserve wildlands for future generations.

14. Technology

a. Technology transfer and information networking between U.S. and other countries – transfer needs to occur in both directions;

b. Consumption and use of technology resources to ensure more efficient use of products;

c. Improve quantity and quality of information on trends and conditions on forests;

d. New science and approaches for new forestry (e.g. GPS, mapping tools);

e. GIS technology, includes both expanded use and examples of current uses;

f. Use of models to solve problems (e.g. NASA rapid-fire response model).

15. Water

a. Water quality and quantity (including allocation);

b. Watersheds as organizing framework;

c. Coordinated watershed restoration between ownership types.

