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As delivered.

Mr. Chair, Forest Ministers, Under-Secretary Desai, and UNFF and CPF Partners, thank you for the opportunity today to share ideas about forest conservation, protection and use.  I hope this will be a catalyst for our discussion.  I would like to explain how the United States, like many other countries represented here today, is working to resolve conflicting demands of our forest resources and how we involve our citizens in this work.

We have been working at these goals for more than a century.  Forest management in the United States was founded on fundamental principles related to the conservation, protection and use of all forests and forest resources.  As President Teddy Roosevelt, one our nation’s premier conservationists, stated in the early 1900s: “Conservation means development as much as it does protection.”  Over the years, our knowledge, science, and understanding of the best ways to conserve, protect, and use forest resources have evolved.  These concepts are included in the IPF/IFF Proposals for Action. 

Forest Lands in the United States

The United States has a mix of forestland ownership patterns - both public and private.  In fact, 10 million private owners – including individuals, Native Americans, forest industry groups and other private businesses – own more than half of the forests in the United States.   These forests are managed for a variety of landowner objectives and social needs — including the manufacture of forest products, water, recreation, land investment, and wildlife habitat.  Forestlands also are managed as part of residences and farms.  These 10 million owners account for nearly 90 percent of the timber harvested annually. The rest of our forestland is owned by the American people and managed by federal agencies, states, counties, and other municipalities.  It is interesting to note that more than one-fourth of the nation’s forests are located in counties with urban centers.

Most wood in the world is grown and consumed domestically.   In the United States, approximately 75 percent of the wood consumed, excluding fuel wood, is grown domestically by millions of private owners who employ people in rural and urban areas through primary and value-added businesses. 

Because of this extensive private ownership and decentralized public management in the United States, our federal government must work in partnership with many other agencies and organizations, using science to better understand land management options more comprehensively.  This explains why the United States is so supportive of the innovative public-private partnerships for UNFF and the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  We need new and creative ways of doing business.

Let me share a few examples of how we are trying to improve forest health through greater consistencies in policy, planning, and implementation, and through partnerships and greater engagement with diverse stakeholders.

Forest Health and Wildfires

Due to an increase in catastrophic fires across the United States, actions are being taken to reduce these risks.  The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Forest Service and the Department of Interior’s (DOI) Bureau of Land Management are using Geographic Information Systems to define, rank and map wildfire hazards, risks, and values.  We are expanding fuel treatment programs to first reduce hazardous accumulations of wildland fuels and then reintroduce the use of fire to restore and maintain ecosystem health.  The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is deploying a Rapid Response System to provide information on active wildfires, both in the United States and worldwide.  International remote sensing data are also available within this system.  And the DOI U.S. Geological Survey is examining the effects of wildfires on land cover, water quality, soil erosion, wildlife habitat, and other resource values.  

Watershed Approaches

Sound watershed management is critical to the stewardship of land and natural resources. Federal agencies are collaborating with private landowners, industry organizations, universities, a host of agricultural, conservation, wildlife and fish, environmental, and education groups, as well as with state, tribal, and local units of government.  As many of you saw during your weekend trip to the New York City Watershed, we are building alliances to improve and protect watershed conditions for water quality and quantity necessary to support ecological functions and beneficial water uses.  More integrated approaches to managing agricultural and forested lands within the watershed include promoting greater use of biotechnology, agroforestry and best management practices by landowners, loggers, and industry.  I would like for a moment to thank the Society of American Foresters, the Forest Service, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, and others for making this weekend’s field trip possible.  

Invasive Species

Invasive insects, diseases and plants are becoming an increasingly serious problem.  They threaten the integrity and viability of forest and rangeland ecosystems from Hawaii to the Heartlands of the United States, causing billions of dollars of damage annually from losses due to tree mortality, impaired rangeland conditions, and increased susceptibility to high-intensity wildland fires.  We work on a cooperative basis to coordinate and ensure complementary, cost-efficient, and effective federal, state, and private activities regarding invasive species.  We wish to thank our partners in other countries who also have developed coordinated policies and programs.  Since natural barriers and national borders no longer stop the spread of invasive species, we must work together strategically to address problems internationally.  For example, we collaborate with the Russian Federation to battle the gypsy moths in Russian ports.  And through the Partnership Network of the Global Invasive Species Programme, we focus on best practices, science, policy, information, and education to combat the spread and reduce the impact of invasive species.

Illegal Activities

Eliminating illegal activities and enforcing laws are critical in sustainable management of forests and all natural resources.  Illegal activities threaten lawful producers, and are very often destructive to the environment and surrounding communities – and constitute a cause of poverty.  The United States works to detect and eradicate illegal activities and to enforce laws.  All three are needed to succeed.  Through integrated approaches, crimes related to illegal logging on national forests have been virtually eliminated.  The program places personal and joint responsibility for timber accountability on every employee of the agency, not just on law enforcement personnel.  It establishes an unequivocal standard of professionalism and public accountability.  And it is designed to prevent and detect offenses at all stages, but primarily utilizes aggressive contractual, civil and criminal penalties against those who still choose to violate contracts or the law.  We have reduced all crimes and losses related to our timber harvesting program, and improved the support and performance of our lawful producers.  Internationally, we applaud the leadership of Indonesia and Asian countries in hosting the recent Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) Ministerial and its historic declaration.  We believe this is an area for further work and cooperation for UNFF and its partners.

Stakeholder Involvement in Sustainable Forest Management

I will now share with you how we are working with stakeholders and partners in forest management, by highlighting the work of the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests in the United States. Roundtable participants represent multiple stakeholders, including government agencies, environmental groups, professional societies, universities, community organizations, private landowners, and timber producers.  The initial focus of the Roundtable has been to advance the use of the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators as a means of measuring domestic progress towards sustainable forest management.  The United States is using this process to help assess the state of the nation’s forests and to report on implementation to our partners in the Montreal Process.  Participants in the Roundtable regard the report as part of our ongoing efforts to improve forest conditions and the lives of people who depend on forests in the United States.   Our work in monitoring and reporting in this process, as well as with the UNFF, FAO, ITTO, and other partners, will be a significant contribution to better understanding forests across the world.

Coordination of Planning and Policy Frameworks

As you have seen from our land ownership patterns and these examples, the United States does not have national land use legislation.  Federal public land is managed in accordance with several natural resource and environmental laws.  

State, local, and tribal laws largely govern how we use and manage state, tribal, and local governmental and privately owned land.  Most of our States have best management practices to guide forest landowners.  Citizens and civil society organizations are involved in developing laws, regulations, and incentives for planning, managing and using forest resources.  Collaboration among federal agencies, state and local governments, and other stakeholders includes coordination of policies, enforcement of laws and regulations, and technical and financial assistance.

While this local to national framework of laws and policies is constantly refined, implementation proceeds.  And we believe that effective implementation relies on a partnership approach that blends a shared long-term vision and resource stewardship with the collaboration needed in complex landownership situations.  Working together makes the difference.

Summary and Conclusions

In conclusion, I want to reiterate that sustainable forest management begins and ends on the ground.  As we work together to advance sustainable forest management and foster more integrated approaches and cross-sectoral solutions, I would like to identify some areas where we might wish to focus.  First, we need to find ways to simultaneously favor people and ecosystems.  Second, we need to be concerned about how we affect each other across ownerships and boundaries.  Third, we need to improve our capability to transfer and apply what we know into concrete actions working with local communities.  And we must better integrate our efforts at international, national, regional, and local levels.  These areas of work provide opportunities for partnerships at many levels.

Sustainable development means devising creative solutions that connect economic, environmental, and social concerns in order to address real issues, on the ground.  Unless people in communities conserve, protect, and use natural resources in sustainable ways, then what we say and do at the national and global levels means little.    This is very important to convey to leaders at the WSSD.

The United States is committed to learning and working with you, our partners in the UNFF.  Real initiatives, real action, and real collaboration – are how we ought to strive to conserve, protect, and use our forestlands.
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