Initial Announcement

Workshop on Implementation of the UN’s IPF/IFF Proposals for Action

Friday, February 22nd
8:30 am – 12:30 pm

1616 P St. NW, 7th Floor Conference Room

Washington, DC

The Pinchot Institute for Conservation, through a cooperative agreement with the USDA Forest Service and in cooperation with the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests, will host a workshop on Friday, February 22nd in Washington, DC.  The goal of the meeting is to discuss and solicit initial public input on U.S. plans to implement the United Nations’ (UN) Intergovernmental Panel on Forests/Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IPF/IFF) Proposals for Action.  The U.S. implementation of the IPF/IFF Proposals for Action is an important process and your input is key to ensuring that U.S. priorities and plans for improving our forests are on target.  

The IPF and IFF developed the Proposals for Action to address national institutional needs related to forests.  The Proposals for Action are the result of years of work by the UN’s Commission on Sustainable Development in response to initiatives began at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992.  As an initial task, countries have been urged to undertake a systematic assessment of the Proposals in the context of their own forest actions and programs and national policy frameworks.  The timing of the U.S. assessment process corresponds to the multi-year work of the recently formed UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) and complements preparations of the 2003 National Report on Sustainable Forests. 

Agenda

· Review objectives for the workshop and introduce participants

· Provide history of the IPF/IFF Proposals for Action

· Describe U.S. Implementation of the Proposals for Action – What does it mean?

· Review and assess the Proposals for Action, including sample exercise

· Discuss Proposals for Action, including initial reactions to assessment

· Identify next steps and process for future outreach and involvement

Note: (If participants feel that more time is needed to discuss the material, the meeting will be extended)

Further information and materials will be sent to you in approximately one week.  Feel free to post this announcement to other listservs and send to your constituents.  Please note that this workshop is the beginning of an ongoing process and additional opportunities for substantive input will also be scheduled for later dates.  However, your participation in this initial workshop is key to helping us plan for further input and outreach, and to prepare for an upcoming UNFF meeting.  

Please RSVP for this event by February 11th to help us plan accordingly.  RSVP to Nadine Block, Pinchot Institute, by email to neblock@pinchot.org or by phone at 202-797-6585.

