World Summit on Sustainable Development

Johannesburg, South Africa

August 26 – September 4, 2002

Forest Service Responsibilities for Covering and Coordinating Activities

[As of August 14, 2002]

Throughout the WSSD preparatory process Ruth McWilliams’ responsibilities related primarily to the following 5 topic areas:

Forests – sustainable forest management, community-based forestry, agroforestry, watershed approaches, biodiversity, monitoring/indicators;

Mining – sustainable mining development;

Tourism – ecotourism, forest- and community-based opportunities;

Mountains – community- and watershed-based approaches to development; and

Sustainable agriculture and rural development (SARD) – integrated watershed management (urban and rural), natural resource management, community-based forestry, community development, agroforestry, biodiversity, food security.

Ruth also provided input on related topics including: Energy, Oceans and Fresh Water, Trade and the Environment, Science and Technology, and Stakeholder Participation (e.g., communities, local governments, business, indigenous people, etc.).

Ruth’s responsibilities include covering and coordinating activities of the Forest Service and those of FS representatives on the US Government (USG) Delegation in preparatory meetings and at the Summit.  At the Summit FS delegates have varying responsibilities and therefore varying accreditations and access to venues, as provided through the State Department in consultation with USDA:

· Sally Collins – UN Accreditation (gives access to the Sandton Convention Center) and JOWSCO Accreditation (gives access to all venues except the Sandton Convention Center);

· Pete Roussopoulos – UN and JOWSCO Accreditations;

· Loren Ford – JOWSCO Accreditation (gives access to all venues except the Sandton Convention Center);

· DeAndra Beck – JOWSCO Accreditation;

· Jim Sedell – JOWSCO Accreditation; and

· Greg Ruark – JOWSCO Accreditation.

Two other FS representatives are attending the Summit, with their expenses covered by other agencies to assist with specific activities as follows:

· Jennie O’Connor – funded by USDA’s Office of the Chief Economist to support the USG Delegation and USDA delegates; and

· Chuck Dull – funded by USAID to participate in activities related to Geographic Information for Sustainable Development (GISD) (see ‘Key USG Sponsored Events’ below).

Specific Activities to be Covered at Summit

The following activities are covered as a member of the USG delegation and/or in support of others on the delegation.  Coverage at the Summit by the FS depends on the person’s role and expertise, location of events, and associated accreditation to get into the Sandton Convention Center versus other venues.  Development of the USG’s ‘Event and Representation Schedule’ will help determine priorities for Sally Collins and Pete Roussopoulos as well as others from the FS.

Draft Plan of Action (aka Negotiated Text) – support Adela Backiel (USDA) and others from the USG on forests, mining, tourism, mountains, and SARD if completed paragraphs get reopened during final negotiations which begin 8/23 due to issues related to trade, finance, right to food, etc.  During the preparatory meetings a number of people were involved in developing the completed paragraphs, and suggest the FS provide policy and/or technical assistance at the Summit if needed:

· Forests – State (Jan McAlpine) as lead, with USDA backup (Backiel and McWilliams) (suggest Sally/Pete with help from DeAndra, or Greg at the Summit);

· Mining – USDA (Ruth McWilliams) as lead, with interagency backup (Backiel and others from State, DOI, DOC) (suggest Sally/Pete with help from DeAndra, Jim, or Loren at the Summit);

· Tourism – USDA as lead (Backiel and McWilliams) (suggest Sally/Pete with help from DeAndra or Greg at the Summit);

· Mountains – USDA as lead (Backiel and McWilliams) (suggest Sally/Pete with help from DeAndra or Jim at the Summit); and

· SARD – USDA (Adela Backiel) as lead, with backup from others in USDA (McWilliams, O’Connor, etc.) (suggest Sally/Pete with help from Greg, Jennie, or Loren at the Summit).

Political Declaration – Sally Collins and/or Pete Roussopoulos with Jennie O’Connor’s help to support White House and State Department in negotiations through Adela Backiel and USDA leadership (Veneman and/or Moseley)

Key Plenary Sessions (Ruth would’ve tried to cover all or part; based upon preliminary programme, so need to check final schedule each day) – Sally Collins and/or Pete Roussopoulos (with UN Accreditation to attend sessions in Sandton Convention Center)

8/26—Biodiversity/Ecosystems

8/27—Agriculture

8/27—Cross-sector Issues

8/28—Water and Sanitation

8/28—Energy

[Note:  Statements by Non-State Entitites covered below under ‘Stakeholder Interaction’]

Key Official WSSD Side Events (Ruth would’ve covered and/or coordinated FS coverage with other USG delegates; based upon preliminary programme, so need to check final programme and schedule each day) – Sally Collins, Pete Roussopoulos and/or Jennie O’Connor since all are expected to take place in the Sandton Convention Center (for questions or other assistance suggest technical help from the following people)

First Week:

8/26—Sustainable Development in Amazonia – DeAndra Beck

8/26—Water, Climate and Agenda 21 – Greg Ruark

8/27—Mountain Sustainable Development – DeAndra Beck or Jim Sedell

8/27—Theory and Practice of Environmental Governance – DeAndra Beck

8/27—Presentation of the Results of the Indigeneous Peoples’ Summit – Loren Ford

8/27—Launching of the World Development Report 2003 – Pete Roussopoulos

8/28—Training Initiative on Sustainable Urbanization – Greg Ruark

8/28—Volunteering and Sustainable Development – Loren Ford

8/28—Youth Action for Sustainable Development – Jennie O’Connor

8/29—Significant Issues in Energy and Sustainable Development – Greg Ruark or Pete Roussopoulos

8/29—The Rural Poor—Survival or a Better Life? – Jennie O’Connor

8/29—Community Action, Global Impact – Loren Ford or DeAndra Beck

8/30—Launching of the Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development Initiative – Loren Ford, Greg Ruark, or Jennie O’Connor

8/30—Sustainable Tourism and its Contribution to Poverty Alleviation – DeAndra Beck

8/30—Pacific Islands Partnerships for Sustainable Development – Jim Sedell

[Note:  other regional focused Side Events that should probably be covered]

Second Week:

9/2—Sustainable Energy Policy – Greg Ruark or Pete Roussopoulos

9/3—Linking Monterrey and Johannesburg:  Financing for Sustainable Development – DeAndra Beck

9/3—Roundtable on Biodiversity, Cultural Diversity and Ethics – Greg Ruark

9/3—Partnerships in Capacity Building for Trade and Sustainable Development – DeAndra Beck

[Note:  USG sponsored events will not be held in the Sandton Convention Center and are not listed in the preliminary programme, and therefore are listed separately below]

Key Parallel Events (Ruth would’ve covered in part and/or coordinated FS coverage with other USG delegates; based upon preliminary programme and other information about approved events, so need to check final programme and schedule each day)

8/20-23 – Indigenous Peoples’ Summit (Greg Ruark and Jim Sedell)

8/20-23 – Youth Summit (Jennie O’Connor)

8/24-26 – Implementation Conference by Stakeholder Forum (Greg Ruark and Jim Sedell; also see below under ‘Stakeholder Interaction’) 

8/26-9/4 – Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for Sustainable Development (Pete Roussopoulos)

8/26-9/4 – Water Dome—No Water, No Future (Jim Sedell)

8/26-9/6 – Summit Institute for Sustainable Development (Loren Ford, Greg Ruark, and Jim Sedell; see below)

8/27-30 – Local Government Session (DeAndra Beck)

8/30 – Energy for Sustainable Development (Pete Roussopoulos)

9/1 – Business Forum (Sally Collins)

??? – Land care success in Australia and South Africa (Loren Ford)

??? – Workshop by Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies (DeAndra Beck)

??? – Conference on Poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patters of consumption and production, and protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development

??? – Launch of World Tourism Organization publications and poverty alleviation in tourism (DeAndra Beck)

??? – Conference / Green Cities Congress (Greg Ruark)

??? – Conference on Greening Technologies for the Mining Sector (DeAndra Beck or Loren Ford)

??? – International Exhibition on Renewable Energy (Pete Roussopoulos or Greg Ruark)

??? – Conference on Illegal Logging and Sustainable Forest Management (Sally Collins, Pete Roussopoulos, or DeAndra Beck)

??? – Summit on Sustainable Futures for Construction and Forestry (Pete Roussopoulos)

??? – Conference on Countries with Tropical Forests (Pete Roussopoulos)

Key USG Sponsored Events (will be held outside the Sandton Convention Center, and therefore suggest most be covered by DeAndra, Jim, and Greg and possibly Chuck Dull depending on issue and availability; if Veneman/Moseley from USDA is involved, then Sally or Pete should also cover)

8/27-29 and 9/2-4 – USG Briefings for Civil Society and Business from 1:30-2:30 p.m. (assist as needed/assigned depending on topics covered)

8/27 – Sustainable Energy Growth Paths in Africa:  South African Perspective (EPA sponsoring)

8/29 – Partnerships for Sustainable Water Management: The West Africa Water Initiative (USAID sponsoring)

8/30 – Property Rights: Reflections on Governance, Assets and Stewardship (USAID)

8/31 – My Community, Our Earth: Geographic Learning for Sustainable Development (USAID sponsoring) (involves USDA/Moseley)

8/31 – Forest Partnerships (USG and many others including AF&PA and SAF sponsoring) (involves USDA/Moseley)

9/2 – Uniting for the Oceans: People, Oceans, and Stewardship (USG and many others) (announcing “White Water to Blue Water” Partnership Initiative)

9/3 – Geographic Information for Sustainable Development (USG as a partner, including the FS’s Chuck Dull on satellite data)

TBD – Food Security (USG sponsoring with FAO)

TBD – Global Exchange for Conservation Stewardship (USG and others sponsoring)

Partnerships – Sally Collins and Pete Roussopoulos, with help from others as needed to cover press briefings or meetings, prepare talking points, etc. (need to check final programme for day/venue)

· Forests (DeAndra Beck and Greg Ruark)

· Water (Jim Sedell)

· Oceans (White Water to Blue Water) (Greg Ruark and Jim Sedell)

· Geographic Information for Sustainable Development (Chuck Dull and DeAndra Beck)

· My Community, Our Earth (Jennie O’Connor and Jim Sedell)

· Global Exhange Conservation Stewardship (Loren Ford, Jennie O’Connor, and DeAndra Beck)

[Note:  should also represent USG at mining-related meetings organized by Canada and/or mining tour hosted by South Africa – still checking with State Department and others on status of USG comments on Canadian partnership proposal]

Exhibition (Ubuntu Village) – Loren Ford as USDA coordinator throughout at USG exhibit space, with help from DeAndra, Jim, and Greg as well as other USDA delegates as assigned on a daily basis

Stakeholder Interaction

· Official UN Multi-stakeholder events (e.g., Statements by Non-State Entities)– all need to help cover and report on events of interest to the FS, USDA, and USG as desired/needed by the delegation (to be determined at morning delegation meetings)

· UN Major Groups (e.g., Youth, Farmers (related to SARD), etc.) – Jennie/others  regarding Youth, Greg/others regarding Farmers, etc.

· Follow-up to Implementation Conference by Stakeholder Forum – Greg and Jim need to help Sally, Pete, and others determine if/when/where follow-up meetings, discussions, or other opportunities if desired or needed

· International Community-Based Forestry Caucus – Loren Ford, DeAndra Beck, and others as determined necessary to help forge support and launch efforts of the newly organizing group which met daily in Bali at the 4th Preparatory Committee session (Note:  need to connect with Jeff Campbell of the Ford Foundation and Thomas Brendler and 7 others of the National Network of Forest Practitioners (including Lynn Jungwirth) regarding Caucus activities as well as Wendy Hinrichs-Sanders regarding Forest Community Indicators)

Summit Institute for Sustainable Development (opens 8/27, with schedule TBD)

· Green Infrastructure course – Loren Ford with Greg Ruark as instructors

· Assistance to Greg Ruark with his Agroforestry course as needed – Loren Ford and DeAndra Beck

· Assistance to Jim Sedell with his Stream Crossings course as needed – Loren Ford and DeAndra Beck

Other Meetings/Events and Responsibilities

· Daily meetings of the USG Delegation (Delegation Room at Birchwood at 7 a.m., and perhaps in evenings around 10:30 p.m.) – attend unless otherwise assigned to cover other activities

· USDA support – assist with developing or updating talking points for meetings and events attended by Deputy Secretary and Secretary, and attend daily ‘huddles’ which may be held before/after USG Delegation meetings and/or on the shuttle buses in the morning

· Daily meetings of JUSCANZ countries – attend with State Department if needed/assigned

· Draft reports and/or other materials needed by USG Delegation (e.g., meetings and events covered, etc.) – ongoing, as assigned

· Bilateral or Multilateral meetings with other countries (e.g., assist State Department with Japan regarding Forests and Water Conference in 2003) – will need to be scheduled once at the Summit

· IUCN Environment Centre – need to check schedule from 8/26-9/4 for its many events

· Global Mechanism (located in Ubuntu Exhibition in the Food Security and Agriculture Section) – need to check for events (includes The Community Exhange and Training Programme on 8/27, Scaling-Up Global on 8/28, and Strategic Partnership for Mobilizing Civil Society to Combat Land Degradatoin and Poverty in Southern Africa on 8/30)

· Global Forest Coalition meeting on 8/26 (will probably be the first opportunity to connect with NNFP representatives and other US forest interests at the Summit)

· Arbor Day Celebration on 9/1 – expect other US participants to be involved as well (e.g., SAF, AF&PA, NNFP, etc.)

· Meetings with potential private sector partners (e.g., Ford Foundation, EcoLogic, etc.)
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