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DESCRIPTION OF ACTIONS BEING TAKEN

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

Roundtable on Sustainable Forests

The Forest Service supports the multi-stakeholder Roundtable forum involving more than 40 organizations that seeks to achieve active and meaningful participation by all sectors with an interest in sustainable forests.  It involves has met 6 times since July 1998.  The Roundtable is initially focusing on understanding and using the Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management that have been endorsed by the United States and eleven other countries.  Phil Janik, the Forest Service’s Chief Operating Officer, chairs the Roundtable that is facilitated by Meridian Institute. 

A Technical Work Group involving a variety of agencies and organizations has hosted two Technical Workshops in March 2000 to assess the state of knowledge and available data related to each of the seven Criteria and sixty-seven Indicators.  A Synthesis Workshop is being held in May 2000.  William Sommers in Forest Service Research and Development co-chairs the Technical Work Group.  The Roundtable will produce a report on the state of the nation’s forests by 2003. 

The Communication and Outreach Work Group, co-chaired by Ruth McWilliams of the Forest Service, has developed a web site for the Roundtable (www.sustainableforests.net) which is maintained by Meridian Institute.  In addition, presentations about sustainable forest management are being made at key events.  A learning session on sustainable forest management was sponsored by the Roundtable at the National Town Meeting for a Sustainable America held in Detroit, Michigan, in May 1999.

Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)

The Forest Service participates on the Expert Review Panel of the American Forest & Paper Association.  The agency also is providing personnel under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act to the Isaac Walton League of America in support of its forest monitoring project that includes industry activities and more. 

Sustainable Forestry Partnership (SFP)

The Forest Service, in collaboration with USDA’s Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service, supports university efforts related to sustainability.  The Sustainable Forestry Partnership is a focused effort begun in 1995.  Discussions are underway with the SFP to jointly focus on sustainable forest management by non-industrial private forest landowners and others who own, manage, and affect non-Federal forests.  This would support work of the Roundtable and follow-up on the National Research Council’s report on non-Federal forests.

National Association of State Foresters (NASF)

A focused effort has been underway for several years with NASF and State forestry organizations to advance sustainable forest management internationally and domestically using the Criteria and Indicator (C&I) framework.  NASF developed a discussion paper in consultation with the Forest Service and other stakeholders in 1997.   NASF was one of six signatories to a letter sent to the Council on Environmental Quality and the Office of Management and Budget in 1998 to reinforce the importance of using the C&I framework.  Then in 1999, with funding from the Forest Service, the State Foresters completed a review of statewide implications of the C&I nationwide, conducted an assessment of data available from State forestry organizations, and developed a system to report.

National Governors’ Association

The Forest Service is working with the National Governors’ Associations (NGA).  Deliberative work on sustainable forest management with NGA began in 1999.  As part of a small contract, NGA has developed an Issue Brief titled “Partnerships for Progress in Sustainable Forest Management” which will be ready for distribution soon.  The Issue Brief sets the stage for discussions about how to continue to work together and coordinate our efforts around NGA’s four natural resource themes:  smart growth, emergency management, reforming government, and state stewardship of natural resources.  NGA has adopted the Enlibra principles developed by the Western Governors’ Association that include collaboration and science for facts. 

Joint Center for Sustainable Communities

The Forest Service has a sustainability project underway with Joint Center.  The Joint Center is a partnership of the National Association of Counties (NACo) and U.S. Conference of Mayors.  The collaboration began in 1999 and initially involved working with rural counties to understand how they perceive and translate sustainable forest management into action.  In addition, NACo organized a dialogue with its Sustainability Leadership Team and a workshop on “Strengthening the Sustainability of Local Communities through Forests” during its Annual Conference in July 1999.  The initial work served as the springboard for continuing work with NACo and the Mayors.

SUSTAINABLE RANGE AND GRASSLAND MANAGEMENT

Criteria and Indicators for Rangeland Management

The development and implementation of the Criteria and Indicators concept for rangelands is in its infancy.  The Forest Service is helping implement a process that has resulted in a suite of research papers being reviewed and published.  They examine the applicability of the forest Criteria and Indicators to rangelands.  Range stakeholders have been involved from the start.

SUSTAINABLE MINERALS AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT

National Scale Indicators

A diverse group of government, industry, non-government organizations, and academia are working together through a Sustainable Minerals Roundtable.  The goal of the Roundtable is to first define the place of minerals in sustainability and then to work collaboratively to develop a consensus set of mineral indicators applicable at the national scale.  The Roundtable has met three times, and a Delphi process is being used between meetings to keep the topic fresh and make interim progress.  The meetings to date have been organized by the Forest Service and the U.S. Geological Survey.

ECOSYSTEM MONITORING

Environmental Report Card

The Forest Service is supporting a multi-stakeholder effort being coordinated by the H. John Heinz Center for Science, Economics, and the Environment to design and develop a report on the “State of the Nation’s Ecosystems.”  Currently, selected measurements for croplands, forests, and coasts and oceans have been pulled together to report on the use and condition of natural resources in the United States.  Forest Service personnel participate on the steering as well as technical committees.  A prototype document is being reviewed and a full report will be issued in 2001.  The full report also will include urban and suburban areas as well as arid and grazing lands.

