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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Washington Office
	14th & Independence SW

P.O. Box 96090

Washington, DC   20090-6090



	File Code:
	1300/1560

	Date:
	June 14, 2001


William H. Banzhaf

Executive Vice President

Society of American Foresters

5400 Grosvenor Lane

Bethesda, MD 20814-2198

Dear Bill:

The Forest Service (FS) appreciates the opportunity that the Society of American Foresters (SAF) has provided individuals and organizations to participate in its Sustainability Project.  The Discussion Guide published in the February 2001 issue of the Journal of Forestry served as a good vehicle to focus attention and solicit feedback.  

We also appreciate the opportunity that the National Capital SAF provided for Chief Dale Bosworth to speak about ‘sustainability’ on May 29, 2001.  His remarks are available on the FS website (www.fs.fed.us) under Speeches.  As he expressed in his remarks, the FS will continue to advance use of the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators as a common language and framework for sustainable forest management; and we will work to integrate local to global efforts in ways that make sense.  Ultimately, we will be judged by what we actually accomplish on the ground. 

The agency’s official response to the SAF is enclosed.  We know it is somewhat lengthy, however, we believe the importance of the subject deserves comprehensive treatment.  It is based upon work underway by the agency in collaboration with many others in the public and private sectors.

Please feel free to contact Ruth McWilliams or me if follow-up is needed.  Ruth’s telephone number is (202) 205-1373; and her e-mail address is rmcwilliams@fs.fed.us.

Sincerely,

/s/ Phil Janik

Phil Janik

Chief Operating Officer

Enclosure

cc:

Wyatt Hundrup


Michael Goergen
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