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Good morning, everyone.

Sustainable forest management is a hot topic these days – both internationally and here in the United States.  Generally, our work in sustainable forest management is part of the larger sustainable development dialogue underway across the world by grassroots organizations, the private sector, government, and individual citizens.  It builds on and advances the work of the Brundtland Commission that articulated sustainable development in 1987 as “the capacity to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

More specifically, it focuses on the range of environmental, social, and economic values of the forest and integrating efforts across ownerships, jurisdictions, and landscapes, to ensure our forests remain healthy, vibrant, and productive into the future.

Action on sustainable forest management is at a critical juncture – internationally and domestically.

· Internationally, the United Nations is establishing a new Forum on Forests.  This should expedite implementation of existing agreements, provide a policy framework, and coordinate the work of international organizations.

· Domestically, the multi-stakeholder Roundtable on Sustainable Forests is using the framework provided by the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators to move us closer to achieving sustainable forest management.  As the Roundtable moves from its first phase of building understanding, to assessment and reporting, it’s important that we clearly identify the Federal leadership role.

The USDA Forest Service chairs the Roundtable, and I will leave it to Chief Mike Dombeck to share more specifics on its progress.  But let me say that the Memorandum of Understanding you’re preparing today will crystallize Federal participation and is crucial for developing the 2003 National Report on the state of the Nation’s forests.  

We’ve been building towards this for a long time.

Back in 1992, forests were among the most controversial issues considered in the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro – known as the Earth Summit.  The “Forest Principles” agreed to there became part of what is now known as Agenda 21.

Then, 1993 was a big year.

· The United Nations’ Commission on Sustainable Development was established.

· The President’s Council on Sustainable Development – the PCSD – was formed.

· And several groups of countries around the world, including the United States, started to spell out what sustainability means for forests by developing sustainable forestry indicators.

The first report of the PCSD, in 1996, incorporated the goal of achieving sustainable management of forests into its work by recommending the Federal government “establish a structured process…to define and achieve the national goal of sustainable forests by the year 2000.”  This is what we envisioned when the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests was created.  And although it’s now 2000 and we’re not there yet, we’re well on our way to achieving this goal.

As a member of the President’s Council, I had the opportunity to help incorporate sustainable forest and resource management into the work of the Federal government and USDA.  In May 1999, I participated in the Council’s National Town Meeting for a Sustainable America in Detroit, Michigan.  Like representatives of your departments, I announced a set of commitments for USDA.  Two of the 15 commitments address your work today:

· Helping the Nation assess forest and range ecosystem health, and

· Fostering inter-governmental and community involvement in sustainable forest and range management.

In 1995, the U.S. and nine other temperate and boreal forested countries signed the Santiago Declaration and endorsed a way to assess progress towards sustainable forest management – now known as the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators.  Today, this framework guides the work of 12 countries on five continents.  Together they comprise 60 percent of all the world’s forests and 35 percent of the world’s population.

Most recently, the White House Task Force on Livable Communities is bringing visibility to the issue of farm and forest land protection.  This summer I’m chairing a USDA Task Force that’s holding listening sessions across the country.  We want to understand the factors unique to rapidly growing areas.  Our goal is to tap community perspective on the range of pressures – economic, environmental, and social – affecting our ability to hold on to our farm and forest lands.  We plan to issue recommendations for further action in September.

Forests cover one-third of the United States – more than 737 million acres.  Most – two-thirds – are non-Federal, owned by private individuals, families, trusts, tribes, state and local governments, and corporations.  The Federal lands are managed by a number of agencies that have natural resource, conservation, recreation, tribal, and defense-related missions.

It’s clear that Federal agencies must find ways to work more effectively with each other, and with the stakeholders who own, manage, care about, and depend upon the Nation’s forests.  We must foster collaboration.  We must educate.  And we must build greater and deeper understanding about this country’s commitment to sustainable forest management.

My thanks for your participation in this Roundtable.  We’re breaking new ground with this approach and need your commitment to make it work.  I’d also like to thank the folks from the Forest Service who are leading the charge like Phil Janik, who chairs the Roundtable, and Ruth McWilliams and Dave Radloff, the Forest Service’s co-leaders on sustainable development.  New ways of doing business require special talents, and these folks have them.

Let me also tell you how much we at USDA appreciate your partnership in the development of the MOU.  I’m looking forward to the MOU signing here on September 12 in the Williamsburg Room downstairs.  This will send a powerful signal to the non-Federal participants of the Roundtable process that we’re committed, and welcome and need the strength of their partnership.

It’s now my pleasure to introduce Mike Dombeck, Chief of the Forest Service, to update you on the work of the Roundtable during the last two years.
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On July 14, 1998, I convened a multi-stakeholder meeting to discuss sustainable resource management in the United States.  I know some of you were at the meeting, and we appreciate your continuing interest and support for this important work.  We are pleased to see other agencies get involved during the last two years.  We also know we need to reach some other agencies that collect data and/or have resource management responsibilities. 

Together we are following through on the U.S. commitment to sustainable forest management as outlined by Deputy Secretary Rominger.  Plus we are responding to a specific request made by six organizations to the Council on Environmental Quality and Office of Management and Budget.  

Those six organizations are concerned about sustainability, especially forest inventory and assessment, and want to see the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators used as a common framework in the United States.  They include:

· National Association of State Foresters

· Global Forest Policy Project

· American Forest & Paper Association

· National Audubon Society

· Society of American Foresters

· World Wildlife Fund.

At the July 1998 meeting, fifty-two attendees – representing 32 key Federal and State agencies and national organizations – gathered to discuss and affirm their joint commitment to sustainable resource management and use of the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators in particular.  That first meeting targeted agencies and organizations with expertise and responsibilities associated with data about forests and their use.  

Secretary Glickman attended the meeting and warned us to avoid turf.  The candor of all participants was a very positive sign that agencies and organizations indeed wanted to work together.  So at that meeting I designated Phil Janik to lead the ongoing work on behalf of the Forest Service.  It was vital to have someone who reports directly to me lead the Forest Service’s involvement.

This meeting led to the formation of a multi-stakeholder Roundtable on Sustainable Forests which “serves as a forum to share information and perspectives that will enable better decision making in the United States regarding sustainable forests” (as stated in its charter).  It is not a policy or decision-making body, rather a group of government and non-government representatives that share stewardship responsibilities.  Initially the Roundtable is focusing on understanding and using the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators to foster our understanding of the state of our forests and their use with respect to sustainability in the U.S.

Since July 1998 the full Roundtable has met seven (7) times.  The Forest Service is the lead Federal agency in the Roundtable process, with Phil Janik serving as its chair.  The Meridian Institute facilitates Roundtable activities and meetings.  Ninety-eight organizations and agencies have participated through meetings and the work of its Technical Work Group and its Communications and Outreach Work Group.  The Roundtable has a website (www.sustainableforests.net) up and running where you can find its charter, summaries of meetings, questions and answers about the Criteria and Indicators, and the output of three Technical Workshops held this spring.  Last year the Roundtable also sponsored a learning session on Sustainable Forest Management at the National Town Meeting for a Sustainable America hosted by the President’s Council on Sustainable Development.  

Starting last December a Core Group of Roundtable participants began doing some needed staff work, including planning the development of a national report on the state of the Nation’s forests and progress toward sustainable forests management in the United States in 2003.  A draft of the report will be available in 2002…and so the Roundtable has lots to do over the next two years!

The Roundtable continues to evolve.  A number of efforts are underway by Roundtable participants to renew and deepen their commitments to sustainable forest management and to use the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators framework.  The American Forest & Paper Association is continuing to advance its Sustainable Forestry Initiative.  The National Association of State Foresters is establishing a Select Committee on Implementing Sustainable Forest Management.  The Sustainable Forestry Partnership, involving universities, is organizing a non-Federal forests stakeholder effort.  Range as well as minerals and energy interests are reviewing the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicator framework for its applicability to their efforts because they see the power in using, if at all possible, a common framework and language to discuss sustainability across sectors.

In the Forest Service we have incorporated sustainable forest and resource management into our national long-term strategic plan, our Natural Resource Agenda, our budget process, our national resource assessment, the Forest Inventory and Analysis program, and other national accountability and monitoring systems.  In addition we are making connections to sub-national activities, including the Southern Forest Resource Assessment, to local units of the National Forest System, and State Forest Resource Planning done cooperatively by State forestry organizations.  We also have incorporated the Committee of Scientists’ ideas about sustainability into our new regulations to guide planning for the National Forests and Grasslands.

The non-Federal participants have pushed the Federal agencies to provide leadership in the Roundtable process and to help develop the 2003 National Report.  In particular, they want more efficient government, better data, and a common language to coordinate data and management activities.

This Memorandum of Understanding is a necessary step in building trust and confidence among the non-Federal participants that the Federal agencies will work together on an ongoing basis and help the Roundtable develop the 2003 National Report in a timely manner.  It also is an effective tool to guarantee momentum by our agencies.

A lot of thinking and work has been done on the MOU since the Roundtable last met on June 13.  I am pleased with the progress to date and now we need to help guide its final development.  We do look forward to the MOU signing on September 12.  Then we must begin to implement it.
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